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WINTER FIELD REPORT, December 2004 to February 2005 

Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
sil cock@ros ss i lcock. com 

INTRODUCTION 

This winter was generally unremarkable except for the occurrence of good 
numbers of several species at the western edge of the state, notably Clark's 
Nutcracker, Pygmy Nuthatch, and Bohemian Waxwing. There were a couple of 
sightings of Mountain Chickadee and one of Cassin's Finch for good measure. All 
of the winter finches on the Nebraska list (except for Hoary Redpoll) appeared, most 
notably Pine Grosbeak, represented by two birds. One of these was in the southwest 
(Kansas had several reports) but the other was in the east, suggesting either multiple 
points of origin, or, as suggested by some in Kansas, northern rather than western 
origin. Also in good numbers were Red-breasted Nuthatches, but Harris's Sparrows 
were scarce. Black-capped Chickadees remained in very low numbers in southern 
Nebraska west of the Missouri River Valley. 

Of interest was the discovery of wintering Marsh and Winter Wrens along the 
central Niobrara Valley; perhaps this is a regular occurrence, but who's been looking? 
This phenomenon may be linked to other occurrences that would be expected in a 
warmer winter: several species of ducks that are generally not seen in midwinter were 
found on the Scottsbluff and Gering Sewage Lagoons, sapsuckers were in good 
numbers, catbirds and Brown Thrashers put in unexpected winter appearances, and a 
Loggerhead Shrike was far to the north. 

Notable sightings were several, ranging from huge counts to birds rare in 
winter but expected at other times to bona fide rarities, although the last is a matter 
of one's definition of rare. Best sightings in these categories were probably the 
2,000,000 Snow Geese reported (half the North American population), 4 Barrow's 
Goldeneyes, a financially savvy Sharp-tailed Grouse, a first-documented Dec Osprey, 
3rd-latest Least Sandpipers, Great Black-backed and Iceland Gulls, first winter record 
for White-winged Dove, 9568 crows and 10,216 robins at Calamus Res, White¬ 
winged Crossbill, and, of course, 2 Pine Grosbeaks. 

ABBREVIATIONS 

ADF: Arbor Day Farm, Nebraska City 
BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co 
CBC: Christmas Bird Count 
Cem: Cemetery 

FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co 

GPD: Gavins Point Dam, Cedar-Knox Cos 

HCR: Harlan Co Res, Harlan Co 

LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co 

LO: L Ogallala, Keith Co 

m.ob.: many observers 

NC: Nature Center 

NNF: Nebraska National Forest 

NWR: National Wildlife Refuge 
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PL: Pawnee L, Lancaster Co 
RWB: Rainwater Basin, south central Nebraska 
SCP: Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co 
SHP: State Historical Park 
SL: Sewage Lagoon(s) 

SP: State Park 
SRA: State Recreation Area 
WMA; Wildlife Management Area 
WSR: Wind Springs Ranch, Sioux Co. 

GAZETTEER 

Boyer Chute NWR: Washington Co 
DeSoto NWR: Washington Co 
Johnson Res: Gosper-Frontier Cos 
Sutherland Res: Lincoln Co 
Wildcat Hills: Scotts Bluff-Banner Cos. 

OBSERVERS 

AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering 

BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City 

BG: Betty Grenon, Bellevue 

B&LP: Babs & Loren Padelford, Bellevue 

BS: Bill Schmoker, Boulder, CO 

B&DW: Bruce & Donna Walgren, Casper, WY 

CC: Carol Carpenter, Verdon 

CM: Connie McCartney, Grand Island 

CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue 

CS: Carolyn Sonderman, Omaha 

CWH: C.W. (Bill) Huntley, Ogallala 

DH: Dave Heidt, Norfolk 

D&CN: Don and Colleen Noecker, Albion 

D&JP: Don & Jan Paseka, Ames 

EB: Elliott Bedows, Bellevue 

EV: Eric Volden, Grand Island 

GH: Gerard Harbison, Lincoln 

G&WH: Glen & Wanda Hoge, Alma 

GKH: G.K. Hanily, Omaha 

HA: Henry Armknecht, Ovid, CO 

HKH: Helen K. Hughson, Mitchell 

JCm: Jay Carmer, Lincoln 

JED: James E. Ducey, Omaha 

JG: Joe Gubanyi, Seward 

JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Blair 

JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield 

JS: Jim Schmoker, Boulder, CO 

JSt: Jon Strong, Omaha 

JT: Jerry Toll, Omaha 

KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell 

LB: Laurel Badura, Kearney 

LD: Linda Dennis, Omaha 
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LE; Larry Einemann, Lincoln 

L&CF: Laurence & Carol Falk, Nebraska City 

LO: Linda Ollinger, Wilsonville 

LR: Lanny Randolph, Gibbon 

LRB: Linda R. Brown, Lincoln 

MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton 

NB: Norma Brockmoller, Winside 

NP: Nathan Pieplow, Boulder, CO 

NR: Neal Ratzlaff, Omaha 

P&DD: Phyllis & Dean Drawbaugh, Scottsbluff 

PJ: Paul Johnsgard, Lincoln 

PK: Peter Kondrasov, Maryville, MO 

RE: Rick Eades, Lincoln 

RG: Ruth Green, Bellevue 

RH: Robin Harding, Gibbon 

RS: Ruben Siegfried, Scottsbluff 

SJD: Stephen J. Dinsmore, Starkville, MS 

TEL: Thomas E. Labedz, Lincoln 

TJW: T.J. Walker, North Platte 

TP: Theresa Pester, Lincoln 

TR: Tommie Rogers, Mound City, MO 

WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, IA 

ZU: Zee Uridil, Chadron 

SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Greater White-fronted Goose: The last fall flock was the 50 in Lancaster Co 28 
Dec (LE), but one was in Scotts Bluff Co 1 Jan (KD), where the species is rare. 
Rather early migrants were 15 in Seward Co 4 Feb (JG) and 203 at LM 12 Feb 
(JGJ), the latter an excellent westerly count. Best count was 2340 at BOL 20 
Feb (LE). A hybrid with Snow Goose was reported at BOL 19 Dec (JG). 

Snow Goose: Incredible numbers appeared this spring in central Nebraska. A Corps 
of Engineers count at HCR in Feb yielded 1,161,608 (fide G&WH); these birds 
were still present 28 Feb (G&WH). The observers (G&WH) estimated about 10- 
15% of these birds were Blue Geese, suggesting a different provenance from the 
birds in the central Platte Valley and RWB, where the flocks are nearly evenly 
split between blue and white birds. Estimates of the latter birds of 500,000 to 
1,000,000 were made 23-26 Feb (LB, RE,LRB,PJ). Thus there were about 
2,000,000 Snow Geese in central Nebraska at peak migration this spring, about 
half the currently estimated total for the species (Canadian Wildlife Service 
website). Good numbers were noted in the Panhandle also; these western flocks 
contain essentially all white birds and are from more westerly nesting areas than 
the huge numbers of eastern birds. Best Panhandle count was the 5000 flying 
over Scotts Bluff Co 18 Feb (KD); a lone straggler was noted 1 Jan (KD). 
Unexpected for the dates were the 300 flying south over Dodge Co 3 Jan 
(D&JP), and 400 rather early in Dixon Co 19 Feb (BFH). 

Ross's Goose: Few were reported, as observers apparently spend little time searching 
among Snow Geese for these birds; midwinter records are few, latest this season 
were 6 at Swanson Res 20 Dec (SJD). 

Canada Goose: The usual large numbers were wintering in the central and western 
Platte Valley; tens of thousands were seen 30 Jan between Brady and 
Sutherland, a stretch of only about 40 miles (TJW). Most CBCs reported good 
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numbers, highest the 3840 at Scotts Bluff 18 Dec (fide AK). 

Cackling Goose: Expected to be an abundant spring and fall migrant, best count 
was 1000 in the central Platte Valley 26 Feb (LRB,PJ). Best fall count was only 
50, in Cass Co 26 Dec and Dundy Co 29 Dec (TJW). Also expected to 
overwinter, but in smaller numbers, 30 were near Seward 4 Feb (JG), possibly 
early migrants, 7 were in Dawson Co 9 Jan (TJW) and singles were in Scotts 
Bluff Co 17 and 24 Jan (KD, photo). 

Trumpeter Swan: A total of 58 was reported from Gordon (JED) eastward, 
including 25 in southwest Cherry Co 15 Dec (LB). One at Beaver L, Cass Co, 
26 Dec, was a female banded in Minnesota in 2002 (TJW). Of 7 birds in Butler 
Co 26 Feb (LR,RH), 3 had red collars, presumably from Iowa, 2 had orange 
wing tags, presumably from Minnesota or Wisconsin, and 2 were unmarked. 

Wood Duck: Rare in midwinter anywhere in the state, surprising were as many as 7 
at Berggren Pond, Scotts Bluff Co, 1-17 Jan (KD). Less unusual were 2 seen 5 
Feb and thought to be wintering at Carter L, Douglas Co (CNK). Two at ADF 
19 Feb (L&CF) were new arrivals. 

Gadwall: The 70 on the Scottsbluff CBC 18 Dec were a new count high; some 
apparently wintered, as did the 14 at the Scottsbluff SL 24 Jan (KD). 

American Wigeon: Another species finding the Scottsbluff SL to its liking, 684 
were anew Scottsbluff CBC high 18 Dec, and 50 were still there 17 Jan (KD). 
Also wintering were 4-9 present 7-23 Jan at Berggren Pond, Scotts Bluff Co 
(KD). This species seems to be more often seen in midwinter recently. 

American Black Duck: None were reported; this species may no longer be a regular 
winter visitor. 

Mallard: Best counts were the 15,000 on 20 Jan wintering at Sutherland Res (TJW) 
and 11,882 on the Scottsbluff CBC 18 Dec (fide AK). 

Northern Shoveler: The only midwinter report was of up to 8 at Berggren Pond, 
Scotts Bluff Co, 7-17 Jan (KD); this species winters regularly but in small 
numbers only in the Platte Valley. 

Northern Pintail: Routine reports. 

Green-winged Teal: Routine reports. 

Canvasback: Few were reported, none in midwinter. 

Redhead: Rare in midwinter, the only report was of 2 at Scottsbluff SL 24 Jan 
(KD). 

Ring-necked Duck: Rare in midwinter like Redheads, the 65 on 18 Dec provided a 
Scottsbluff CBC high (fide AK), and 1-2 remained in the area through 17 Jan 
(KD) for the only midwinter report. 

Greater Scaup: About 170 were reported, including 118 fall migrants at LO 19 Dec 
(SJD) and 36 spring migrants at LM 12 Feb (JGJ). The only midwinter report 
was of one at Scottsbluff SL 17 Jan (KD). 

Lesser Scaup: The only midwinter report was of 15 at Scottsbluff SL 17 Jan (KD). 
Most midwinter reports are from LM, and of only 7 elsewhere, 3 are from Scotts 
Bluff Co. 

White-winged Scoter: The 2 reports included 3 birds (adult male, 2 immatures) at 
LM 17-19 Dec (SJD), one first-winter bird apparently staying until 31 Dec 
(BS,JS). The other report was of a single first-winter bird at GPD 3-8 Jan 
(MB,DH,JJ). Except for 2 winter reports, these are the latest fall dates for the 
state. 

Bufflehead: The 2 at Scottsbluff SL 4 Feb (KD) may have wintered, following a 
CBC high of 5 there 18 Dec (fide AK); the 7 at Scottsbluff SL 18 Feb (KD) 
were likely early migrants. The 8 at LM 12 Feb (JGJ) probably wintered there; 
148 were there 19 Dec (SJD). 
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Common Goldeneye: A good northerly count for the date was the Calamus CBC 
high of 327 on 1 Jan (fide DH). A male hybrid with Hooded Merganser at LO 
12 Dec (HA) and 31 Dec (BS,JS) has wintered there for a few years now. 
Another of the same cross was photographed at Scottsbluff SL 17 Jan (KD) and 
possibly the same bird was nearby 18 Feb (KD). 

Barrow's Goldeneye: Regular in winter in the North Platte Valley, 4 were reported. 
Up to 3 were in Scotts Bluff Co 11 Dec (KD) through 18 Feb (KD), including 3 
on the Scottsbluff CBC 18 Dec (fide AK) and a pair at the Scottsbluff SL 4 Dec 
(KD). Another (juvenile male) was on the LM CBC 19 Dec (SJD). 

Hooded Merganser: Rare in midwinter, one was at Scottsbluff SL 24 Jan (KD). 

Common Merganser: Best counts were the 5000 at Swanson Res, Hitchcock Co, 
16 Feb (JSt) and the 3000-4000 on 20 Jan wintering at Sutherland Res (TJW). 

Red-breasted Merganser: Generally casual in winter, but probably regular at LM, 
as many as 10 were still at LO 12 Jan (TJW), declining to 2 on 10 Feb (CWH), 
but an apparent influx 12 Feb saw 29 there, including 26 males (JGJ). 
Unexpected was one at L Maloney, Lincoln Co, 31 Jan (TJW). 

Ruddy Duck: The only reports of this cold-sensitive species were of one on the 
Branched Oak-Seward CBC 19 Dec (LE, fide JG) and 7 on the LM CBC the 
same day (SJD). 

Gray Partridge: The only report was from the population at WSR, where 8 
wintered around the homestead (HKH). 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Best count was an excellent 181 at Boyer Chute NWR 10 
Jan (JT). 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: One in a small tree next to a North Platte banking facility 22 
Dec was thought to be opening a lekking account because business was booming 
(TJW). Other reports were from expected locations in north-central Nebraska 
(DH,NPi,JED). 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: Good numbers were noted in north-central and southeast 
Nebraska, including 100 at an irrigated com stubble field in southwest Custer 
Co 23 Jan (TJW) and 51 in Johnson Co 9 Dec (TEL). At the northeast edge of 
the range were 7 on the Ponca SP CBC 27 Dec (BFH). 

Wild Turkey: Huge counts were received of this species, which is obviously doing 
very well statewide. Best were 484 on the Grand Island CBC 18 Dec (fide CM) 
and 444 on the DeSoto NWR CBC 19 Dec (fide JT), although most impressive 
were the 375 in one flock near Orleans 21 Jan (G&WH). 

Northern Bob white: Impressive for the location was the count record 68 on the 
Calamus CBC 1 Jan (fide DH). Also of interest were the 8 on the Crawford 
CBC 20 Dec (B&DW), where the species is rare. 

Common Loon: The only report was of one rather late on the LM CBC 19 Dec 
(SJD); there are only about 6 later sightings. 

Pied-billed Grebe: Rather late was one in Dundy Co 29 Dec (TJW); a few linger 
until freeze-up most years. 

Horned Grebe: Last was one at LM 17-19 Dec (SJD). 

Western Grebe: The only report was of the 20, fewer than in recent years, on the 
LM CBC 19 Dec (SJD). 

Clark's Grebe: Rather late was one at LM 19 Dec (SJD). 

American White Pelican: Two wintered at LO (CWH,JGJ,BS,JS) and 5-6 at 
Sutherland Res (TJW,JGJ), both locations where a few now winter regularly. 
One as far northeast as the Norfolk CBC 18 Dec was a count first (fide DH). 
Returning birds included 8 rather early at HCR 25 Feb (G&WH). 

Double-crested Cormorant: One at Sutherland Res 12 Feb (JGJ) may have wintered 
there; there are a few similar records for this location. 
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Great Blue Heron: Only casual in winter away from the Platte River Valley, one at 
Burwell on the Calamus CBC 1 Jan (NB,DH) was unexpected. 

Osprey: An injured bird was found near Doniphan on the Grand Island CBC 18 
Dec; it was captured and taken to a recovery center but died a few weeks later 
(fide EV). This is the first documented Dec report for Nebraska, albeit an 
unfortunate one. 

Bald Eagle: Nesting was under way at NNF-Halsey, Thomas Co, 15 Feb (RG) and 
in Nemaha Co 25 Feb (CC). 

Northern Harrier: Routine reports. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: Routine reports. 

Cooper's Hawk: Routine reports. 

Northern Goshawk: There were 3 reports. Single immatures were near North Platte 
3 Jan (TJW) and in Otoe Co 17 Jan (L&CF), and an adult was seen in Carter 
Canyon on the Scottsbluff CBC 18 Dec (WRS, PK,TR). 

Red-shouldered Hawk: None were reported; most winters this species is reported 
from FF. 

Red-tailed Hawk: An early nester, one was repairing a nest near Alma 27 Feb 
(G&WH). 

Ferruginous Hawk: Easternmost of the 7 reported was near Orleans 21 Jan 
(G&WH). One of the 5 on the LM CBC 19 Dec was a dark morph (CNK); this 
is the 5th Nebraska report of this form, which comprises about 1% of the total 
population and breeds mostly in Alberta and Saskatchewan (Wheeler, Raptors of 
Western North America). 

Rough-legged Hawk: Numbers were good, with best counts 16 between WSR and 
Hemingford 12 Dec (HKH), 12 in about 25 miles south of Harrison 25 Jan 
(HKH), and, eastward, 7 in Polk, Merrick, and Platte Cos 3 Feb (D&JP). 

Golden Eagle: Easterly, where it is only casual, were singles on the DeSoto NWR 
CBC 19 Dec (fide JT) and the Ponca SP CBC 27 Dec (fide BFH). 

American Kestrel: They were everywhere in southwest Nebraska 29 Dec, where 
some 150 were counted in 300 miles (TJW). Because migration is essentially 
over by late Oct, this must represent an extraordinary lingering concentration 
attracted by an extraordinary prey supply. 

Merlin: Routine reports. 

Prairie Falcon: Rare southeastward, singles were found during count week of the 19 
Dec Branched Oak-Seward CBC (fide JG) and in Seward Co 4 Feb (JG). 

Peregrine Falcon: Although fall migration ends in mid-Nov and spring migration 
starts in late Mar, nesting began early, with 3 eggs present at the Woodmen 
Tower, Omaha, 28 Feb (fide CNK). Similarly, 3 birds were noted around the 
State Capitol, Lincoln, 18 Feb (JCm). This, along with previous winter 
sightings in Omaha and Lincoln, suggests that stocked resident birds winter in 
the vicinity; Wheeler {Raptors of Western North America) noted that stocked 
birds as far north as Minneapolis usually winter there. 

Virginia Rail: This species winters regularly in the North Platte Valley; 5 were 
found on the LM CBC 19 Dec (SJD). Another known wintering location is the 
upper end of Rock Creek L SRA, Dundy Co, where one was found 20 Dec 
(SJD). However, searches by JED revealed that similar habitats (spring-fed 
unfrozen marsh, usually minimal in extent, each possibly hosting only a single 
bird) as far north as the Niobrara Valley host wintering birds also. Singles were 
located south ofNenzel and Merriman, Cheny Co, 16 Dec, at the latter location 
again 18 Feb, and at two locations just north ofNNF-McKelvie, Cherry Co, 18- 
19 Feb (JED). These are the northernmost wintering records in Nebraska. 
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American Coot: The only midwinter report was of 35-65 at Scottsbluff SL 17 Jan- 
18 Feb (KD), although 4 at LM 12 Feb (JGJ) probably wintered there. 

Sandhill Crane: Most years the first movement is noticed in late Jan; this year first 
were 75 flying over McCook 4 Feb (fide CH); first large concentration reported 
was 25,000 in the central Platte Valley 26 Feb (LRB). Unexpected was one near 
Gibbon 5 Feb (LR,RH); it may have been a lone early migrant. 

Killdeer: Rare in winter eastward, one was near Fremont 2 Jan (D&JP). 

Least Sandpiper: Two lingered very late at PL, last seen 11 Dec (LE); this is the 
3rd latest fall record for Nebraska. 

Wilson's Snipe: Northernmost lingering birds were 3 on the Calamus CBC 1 Jan 
(fide DH). None were reported later. 

Franklin’s Gull: No details were provided for a report of this species on the Grand 
island CBC 18 Dec. There are, however, about 15 reports, most recent, of single 
adult-plumaged birds for the period 15 Dec-21 Feb. 

Bonaparte's Gull: The only report was of two rather late at Swanson Res, 
Hitchcock Co, 20 Dec (SJD). Lingering birds have been noted more often in 
recent years. 

Ring-billed Gull: Routine reports. 

California Gull: Rare away from LM, an adult at Cunningham L, Omaha, 4 Dec 
(JGJ), was only the 6th fall record from the east, while another was at Swanson 
Res 20 Dec (SJD), a far less surprising location. 

Herring Gull: Best counts were the CBC-high 314 at Calamus CBC 1 Jan (fide 
DH) and 200 at Johnson L, Gosper Co, 12 Feb (JGJ). 

Thayer’s Gull: The reports were all from LM, where up to 3, including an adult, 
were found 12 Dec through 2 Jan (HA,SJD,PK,BS,JS). 

Iceland Gull: A 2nd-winter bird frequenting the spillway at LM 12 Dec-2 Jan (HA, 
m.ob.) was probably the same bird that was there last year. This is the 8th fall 
and 21st overall record for the state. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: The only report was of a 1 st-winter bird at Johnson Res 
12 Feb (JGJ). 

Glaucous Gull: Only 4 were reported, an adult and 2 first-winters at LM 12 Dec-2 
Jan (JGJ, m.ob.) and an immature at Johnson Res 12 Feb (JGJ). 

Great Black-backed Gull: The only report was of a second basic immature on the 
LM CBC 19 Dec (SJD). There are now some 14 records for the state. 
Individuals that discover LM tend to stay there for extended periods. 

Rock Pigeon: Routine reports. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: Numbers continue to increase, with best counts 42 on the 
Grand Island CBC 18 Dec (fide CM), 37 at Mitchell 19 Feb (KD), and 37 at 
Brady, including 28 at the observer's feeder (TJ W). So far, highest counts are in 
winter, indicating that flocking occurs at his time of year. As with Rock Pigeon, 
breeding may be attempted at any time; copulation was seen near Brady 16 Dec 
(TJW). There are still a few counties without records, mostly in the Sandhills: 
Adams, Blaine, Boyd, Cedar, Cherry, Gosper, Grant, Hooker, Jefferson, Keya 
Paha, Logan, Loup, Pawnee, Saline, Sherman, and Thomas. 

Ringed Turtle-Dove: While most reports of this species probably are Eurasian 
Collared-Doves identified by folks with older field guides, a few escaped or 
released birds appear from time to time, and the problem of hybridization of 
released birds with naturally-occurring Eurasian Collared-Doves may be an 
under-appreciated phenomenon. Four white birds were found in southwest 
Butler Co 27 Dec, probably variant Ringed Turtle-Doves (LR,RH). One that 
was carefully observed in downtown Omaha 4 Feb had been there a few days 
(GKH). 
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White-winged Dove: One was seen in Morrill by an experienced observer 9 Feb 
(fide AK); this is the first winter record for this species, although one was 
reported from Oshkosh 14 Dec 2002. All of the other 31 reports, all since 1988, 
are in the period 15 Apr-10 Oct. 

Mourning Dove: Wintering is regular in southeast Nebraska, where there were 
several reports, including a winter roost of 75+ on the campus at University of 
Nebraska-Omaha (JGJ) and 65 at a Fremont elevator com pile 10 Jan (D&JP). 
Elsewhere midwinter sightings are unusual; despite a count-high 82 on the 
Scottsbluff CBC 18 Dec (fide AK), the 2 in Scotts Bluff Co 17 Jan were the 
observer's first in midwinter (KD). A group of 90 in Lincoln disappeared after 7 
Jan (LE). A single in Dixon Co 27 Dec-8 Jan (JJ,BFH) was northerly. 
Returning birds were first noted at Wilsonville 15 Feb (LO)and Alma 26 Feb 
(G&WH). 

Eastern Screech-Owl: Routine reports. 

Great Horned Owl: Routine reports. 

Snowy Owl: None were reported. 

Barred Owl: Routine reports. 

Long-eared Owl: Of the few reports received, best count was the count high 10 on 
the Branched Oak-Seward CBC 18 Dec (fide JG). 

Short-eared Owl: All of the 5 reports were in Dec and from the Platte Valley 
southward. Occasionally this species can be found roosting with Long-eared 
Owls, especially when snow cover is heavy; one such was in Douglas Co at a 
traditional Long-eared roost 20 Dec (JT). Encouraging was one on Conservation 
Reserve Program ground near Vesta 9 Dec (TEL). 

Northern Saw-whet Owl: The only report was of one in cedars along the south side 
of Enders Res, Chase Co, 20 Dec (SJD). 

Belted Kingfisher: Routine reports. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: All reports were from the southeast, where a few winter 
most years. Best count was 28 on the Omaha CBC 18 Dec (fide BG). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: Only recently expanding into the Panhandle along the 
North Platte Valley, one was counted on the Scottsbluff CBC 18 Dec (fide AK) 
and a westerly male wintered at an Ogallala feeder (CWH). 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: This species was present in good numbers, about 21 in 
all. All reports were from south and east of a line from Ponca SP to Seward and 
Lancaster Cos, defining the extent of regular wintering. Best count was 5 on the 
Lincoln CBC 18 Dec (fide LRB). The Ponca SP bird was an adult male seen 8 
Jan (BFH). 

Downy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Hairy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Northern Flicker: A few red-shafted flickers made it to the extreme east: one, along 
with 138 yellow-shafted flickers, was found on the DeSoto NWR CBC 19 Dec 
(JT), and singles were in Lincoln 5 Dec (RE) and in Gage Co 28 Feb (JSt). At 
the other end of the state, the count high 54 on the Scottsbluff CBC 18 Dec had 
25 red-shafted, 6 yellow-shafted, and 6 orange-shafted birds (fide AK). 

Pileated Woodpecker: The only reports were of singles at FF 4-5 Feb (CNK,EB). 

Northern Shrike: Reports were statewide, with best counts 6 on the LM CBC 19 
Dec (fide SJD) and 4 as far southeast as the Lincoln CBC 18 Dec, where the 
count high is 5 (fide LRB), and Branched Oak-Seward CBC 19 Dec (fide JG). 

Loggerhead Shrike: Details were received of one on the Beaver Valley CBC 2 Jan 
(D&CN). A few occur in the extreme southeast most winters, but occurrence 
within the winter range of Northern Shrike is rare, and documentation of such 
sightings is necessary'. 
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Blue Jay: Routine reports. 

Pinyon Jay: None were reported. 

Clark’s Nutcracker: Following a couple of sightings in the fall, this species 
appeared in the northwest in invasion numbers, with 40-50 in the Sowbelly 
Canyon area of Sioux Co 5 Feb (KD), and other counts in the area involving 
several groups of as many as 30 birds 21 Dec-25 Jan (EB,B&DW,HKH). The 
last such irruption was in 1996-97. 

Black-billed Magpie: This species occurs eastward in the extreme northeast to 
Dixon Co, where most birds are seen at Buckskin Hills WMA and along the 
Missouri River (JJ) to the Ponca SP area, where one was seen 27 Dec (BFH). 
Also easterly were one in Dodge Co through the winter (D&JP) and 5 on the 
Norfolk CBC 18 Dec (fide DH). 

American Crow: An excellent CBC count of 8568 was made at Calamus CBC 1 
Jan, close to the count high of 9602 on 27 Dec 2003 (fide DH). These are the 
highest CBC totals for the state. 

Horned Lark: Best count was an excellent 5000 in Sherman Co 17 Jan (LR,RH). 

Black-capped Chickadee: Numbers continue to be very low in south-central 
Nebraska, east to Lancaster Co, where only 29 were found on 1038 miles of 
almost-weekly trips in Lancaster Co, 2 CBCs in the county, and home feeders 
(LE). The Branched Oak-Seward CBC reached a new low count of 11, when last 
year's then-new low was 28 and the 10-year average is 144 (fide JG). The first 
chickadee in the observers' yard near Gibbon for over a year was seen 15 Jan 
(LR,RH). On the other hand, CBC numbers along the Missouri River Valley at 
Omaha and DeSoto NWR were normal (fide BG,fide JT). 

Mountain Chickadee: The only reports were of two singles in widely-separated 
Scottsbluff yards through the period; one, counted on the Scottsbluff CBC 18 
Dec, was in the west Scottsbluff yard of Rod Smith (fide AK), and the other 
was in the Drawbaugh yard beginning 13 Dec, but not seen for the CBC 
(P&DD, fide AK). 

Tufted Titmouse: Routine reports. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Good numbers, significantly more than usual, were 
reported statewide, with best CBC counts 27 at LM 19 Dec, a count high (fide 
SJD), 24 at Scottsbluff 18 Dec, also a count high (fide AK), and 17 at Branched 
Oak-Seward 19 Dec (fide JG). 

White-breasted Nuthatch: Three birds in Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, 21 Dec 
were of the expected resident western subspecies nelsoni , but one in nearby 
Harrison was of the eastern subspecies cookei (EB), which occurs during winter 
in areas where it does not breed. The extent of movement of nelsoni in winter in 
Nebraska is not well known, but there are reports from Bushnell and LM, 
suggesting that either subspecies might occur in winter in the Panhandle and 
nearby. 

Pygmy Nuthatch: Numbers in the western Pine Ridge were amazing on 28 Dec 
(B&DW), and 75 were estimated in Monroe and Sowbelly Canyons 21 Dec 
(EB). This suggests an influx from farther west or north. All reports were from 
expected Pine Ridge or Wildcat Hills locations except for a report without 
details of one as far east as LO on 2 Jan. Such a report seems highly unlikely, as 
this species is very rare away from Ponderosa Pine habitat. 

Brown Creeper: An excellent CBC count was the 22 at Lincoln 18 Dec (fide LRB). 

Carolina Wren: Good numbers were reported: about 15, all from the Lincoln and 
Omaha areas. Best counts were 5 at Spring Lake Park, Omaha, 25 Dec (JED) 
and 5 on the Omaha CBC 18 Dec (fide BG). 
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Winter Wren: There are very few overwintering records in northern and western 
Nebraska, and so the presence of 3 birds along the Niobrara River in Cherry Co 
15-18 Dec (JED) was a surprise. That these birds were indeed attempting to 
winter is suggested by the presence of one on the Niobrara at Buckhorn Spring, 
Cherry Co, 19 Feb (JED). There is a prior report for Cheriy Co 5 Jan 1957. 
Wintering in extreme southeast Nebraska is not unusual, although there are very 
few Feb and Mar records; one was at Wilderness Park, Lincoln, 30 Jan (LE). 

Marsh Wren: Reports at favored locations continue, but unexpected was the 
presence of 5 along the Niobrara in Cherry Co 15-18 Dec and 4 in the same 
general section of the Niobrara River 18-19 Feb (JED). Other reports were from 
Scotts Bluff Co (fide AK,KD), the LM CBC (SJD), 4 birds at Rock Creek L 
SRA, Dundy Co, 29 Dec (TJW), and, perhaps most surprising, one in Lincoln 
on the CBC 18 Dec (LE, fide LRB). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Good numbers lingered into Dec, with 33 counted on the 
DeSoto NWR CBC 19 Dec (fide JT), the best count. Stragglers in Jan are veiy 
rare away from the southeast, and so one on the Beaver Valley CBC 2 Jan 
(D&CN) was unexpected. Three other reports in Jan, including 3 birds at FF 20 
Jan (B&LP) and one at Wilderness Park, Lincoln, 30 Jan (LE) were unusual, 
even for the southeast. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: This species is rare westward into Dec, and so 3 reports 
were a surprise: singles were in Scotts Bluff Co on or about 18 Dec (fide AK), 
on the LM CBC 19 Dec (SJD), and at Rock Creek L SRA, Dundy Co, 29 Dec 
(TJW). 

Eastern Bluebird: There were mid-winter reports of small numbers statewide, most 
notably 3 in Cherry Co 19 Feb (JED). Returning birds were noted in Harlan Co 
18 Feb (G&WH) and Dodge Co 23 Feb (D&JP). Best counts were 64 on the 
Omaha CBC 18 Dec (fide BG) and 53 at DeSoto NWR CBC 19 Dec (JT). 

Mountain Bluebird: Wintering birds were found at the usual location in cedar 
canyons in southeast Lincoln Co 25 Jan (TJW), and arrival on the breeding 
grounds was noted in mid-Feb, with 3 at Wildcat Hills 18 Feb (P&DD). The 20 
in southern Sioux Co 18 Feb (HKH) were migrants, as were probably a small 
flock at the Oshkosh SL 13 Feb (HA). 

Townsend's Solitaire: This species was common in the west, with best counts 140 
on the LM CBC 19 Dec (fide SJD) and 67 on the Scottsbluff CBC 18 Dec (fide 
AK). Easternmost were a surprising 5 on the Branched Oak-Seward CBC 19 
Dec, tying the count high (fide JG); 2 were in Cedar Co 8 Jan (JJ) and another 
was at Ponca SP 19 Feb (BFH). 

Hermit Thrush: Three were reported on CBCs in southeast Nebraska, about 
normal, but one as far north as Steer Creek Campground, NNF-McKelvie, 15 
Dec (JED) was unexpected. A belated report was of one apparently wintering at a 
heated waterer at Neale Woods, Douglas Co, and seen 8 Feb 2004 (CS,LD). 

American Robin: Remarkable numbers occur in the extensive cedar areas of central 
Nebraska in late fall; 10,216 were tallied on the Calamus CBC 1 Jan (fide DH). 
Similarly, thousands were in southeast Lincoln Co cedar canyons 25 Jan (TJW). 

Gray Catbird: The two reports were surprisingly far west, especially one at LO 2 
Jan (HA); the other was at Wilsonville 22 Jan (LO). 

Brown Thrasher: A surprising 4 were reported. Rare enough were singles on the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln downtown campus 18-28 Dec (LE) and on the 
Branched Oak-Seward CBC 19 Dec (fide JG), but singles at a feeder in North 
Platte 10 Jan (fide TJW) and another in Morrill Co 1 Feb (fide AK) were 
unexpected. The latter two sightings are only the 7th and 8th mid-winter reports 
away from the southeast. 
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European Starling: Best count was a remarkable 33,207 on the Grand Island CBC 
18 Dec (fide CM). 

Bohemian Waxwing: This was a banner year for this species in the west after a 
virtual absence for many years; CBC totals were 100 at Scottsbluff 18 Dec (fide 
AK), 237 at LM 19 Dec (SJD), and 225 at Crawford 20 Dec (fide B&DW). 
None were reported east of LM, however. 

Cedar Waxwing: Best count was an excellent 1742 on the Calamus CBC 1 Jan 
(fide DH), one of the highest CBC totals for the state. Another good count was 
500+ near Kearney 1 Jan (TEL). 

Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler: The only reports were of 10 below the dam at 
HCR 1 Jan (G&WH)and 5 on the LM CBC 19 Dec (SJD); this species is rare 
as late as Jan anywhere in the state. 

Spotted Towhee: Only 4 were reported, including one as far west as Scottsbluff, on 
the CBC there 18 Dec (fide AK). Two were wintering on the city campus of 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln (LE,GH), and one was found on the Branched 
Oak-Seward CBC 19 Dec (fide JG). 

American Tree Sparrow: Good numbers were reported; best CBC count was an 
excellent 795 on the DeSoto NWR CBC 19 Dec (fide JT) and best non-CBC 
tally was 200 in southern Sioux Co 1 Feb (KD). 

Savannah Sparrow: Details were provided for one at Boyer Chute NWR 10 Jan 
(JT); this is only the 4th documented record for Jan-Feb, although there are a 
few other reports. This species winters regularly in northern Kansas and 
Missouri. 

Song Sparrow: Routine reports. 

White-throated Sparrow: Wintering birds, maximum count 3, were noted at 
feeders in Otoe (L&CF), Douglas (NR) and Sarpy (B&LP) Cos. Few others 
were reported, all from the southeast (fide BG, fide LRB,RE). 

White-crowned Sparrow: Numbers are lowest in mid-winter, especially in the east; 
all Jan-Feb reports were from Harlan Co westward. Few were reported on eastern 
CBCs, and best CBC count was 53 at Scottsbluff 18 Dec (fide AK). 

Harris's Sparrow: Most observers mentioned the scarcity of this species this 
winter; in Lancaster Co, only 19 were found during the period over a total of 
943 miles driven (LE). The best CBC count was only 13, at LM 19 Dec (fide 
SJD). A regional look might indicate that these birds wintered elsewhere; 
otherwise it seems that Harris's Sparrow is in decline in recent years. 

Dark-eyed Junco: CBCs had good numbers, best the 798 at DeSoto NWR 19 Dec 
(fide JT). Two of the DeSoto NWR birds were Oregons, which compares with 
the mix on the Scottsbluff CBC 18 Dec, which had 287 juncos, consisting of 
57 Oregon, 43 Pink-sided, 90 Slate-colored, 5 White-winged, and 92 
unidentified to form (fide AK). Other easterly Oregons were one at a Nebraska 
City feeder 26 Dec (L&CF), two in a Lincoln yard 14 Feb (RE), and a 
surprising 14 on the Branched Oak-Seward CBC 19 Dec (fide JG). None of the 
437 juncos on the Omaha CBC 18 Dec were Oregons (fide BG). Unexpected 
was a junco which fit the description of the stable hybrid form cismontanus 
(Oregon x Slate-colored) in Lincoln 14 Jan (TP). Good numbers of White¬ 
winged juncos were reported in the western half of the state, some 27, including 
17 on the Crawford CBC 20 Dec (fide B&DW). Easternmost White-winged 
were 2 at North Platte 15 Feb (TJW); this form is rare east of the Panhandle. 

Lapland Longspur: An amazing 5000 were estimated near Oxford 23 Jan 
(LR,RH). 

Snow Bunting: None were reported. 
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Northern Cardinal: Numbers continue to consolidate in Scotts Bluff Co, where 5 
were counted on the CBC 18 Dec (fide AK) and a female was visiting a Gering 
feeder through the period (fide AK). One singing in a Lincoln yard 31 Jan was 2 
weeks earlier than last year (RE). Westerly was one along the Niobrara River at 
NNF-McKelvie, Cherry Co, 19 Feb (JED). 

Red-winged Blackbird: Best counts were of spring returnees: 2000 in Lancaster Co 
16 Feb (TP), 2200 in the same county 20 Feb (LE), and 2000 in Dixon Co 27 
Feb (JJ). The first female flock reported was 550 in Scotts Bluff Co 19 Feb 
(KD). Unexpected in mid-winter were 750 in Dixon Co 8 Jan (JJ), 50 at Agate 5 
Feb (KD), and one at a Mitchell feeder 9 Jan (KD). 

Eastern Meadowlark: Routine reports. 

Western Meadowlark: First singing birds were noticed in Dodge Co (D&JP) and 
Otoe Co (L&CF) the same day, 3 Feb. 

Rusty Blackbird: This species occurs occasionally in winter in the east, but one on 
the Calamus CBC 1 Jan was a bit far west (fide DH,NB). Eastern midwinter 
reports were of 3 in Lancaster Co 8 Jan (LE), 15 in Otoe Co 17 Jan (LE), and 25 
in Otoe Co 25 Jan (L&CF). Best count was 30 on the Greeley-Wheeler Cos line 
12 Feb (LR,RH), presumably migrants (presumably also in single file?). 

Brewer's Blackbird: The only reports were from CBCs: 3 at Grand Island 18 Dec 
(fide CM), 3 at LM 19 Dec (fide SJD), and one at Beaver Valley 2 Jan (D&CN), 
which was rather northerly for the date. 

Common Grackle: Typical winter reports are of single birds; thus one appeared to 
be wintering at a garden store feeder in Scotts Bluff Co, where it was seen 1 Feb 
(KD). Another was late in Dixon Co 1 Jan (JJ). Spring arrivals were led by two 
rather early in Scotts Bluff Co 19 Feb (KD). 

Great-tailed Grackle: Routine reports. 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Generally rare in mid-winter and restricted to the 
southeast, there were more reports than usual in late Dec into Jan. At least 3 
wintered at a Bellevue feeder (CNK), one was in Dixon Co 8 Jan (JJ), one was 
in Lancaster Co 30 Dec (TEL), and one was at BOL 28 Dec (LE). Earliest in 
spring was one rather early with Red-winged Blackbirds at Verdon 15 Feb (CC). 
Other early arrivals were 5 in Hamilton Co 20 Feb (LR,RH) and 5 near Alma 
the same day (G&WH). 

Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch: None were reported; none had been seen all winter at 
WSR (HKH). 

Pine Grosbeak: This winter saw an incursion of limited numbers onto the western 
Great Plains, notably in Kansas, but detected in Nebraska as well. Only two 
birds were found in Nebraska, but this species has been essentially absent since 
the 1980s; these are only the 8th and 9th reports since 1980. A female was 
feeding on crabapples at BOL on the Branched Oak-Seward CBC 19 Dec (LE), 
and a male at Grant 20 Dec was photographed (SJD). The eastern location of 
one of these seems surprising, but information from Kansas sightings suggests 
that these Pine Grosbeaks may have been northern, rather than western, birds. 

Purple Finch: Following a good year last year, numbers were excellent this year, 
with about 129 reported. Best CBC counts were 25 at LM 19 Dec (fide SJD) 
and 21 at Omaha 18 Dec (fide BG), while elsewhere best count was 20 at 
Anderson Bridge WMA, Cherry Co, 19 Feb (JED). Purple Finches are rare in 
the Panhandle, and so one in a Gering yard for the period (fide KD, fide AK) 
was a surprise. 

Cassin's Finch: The only report was of two rather easterly birds on the LM CBC 
19 Dec (fide SJD). This species has been found on this CBC three times now. 
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House Finch: Four CBCs reported more than 100, best LM with 220 on 19 Dec 
(fide SJD). Best non-CBC count was 100+ near Kearney 1 Jan (TEL). 

Red Crossbill: Reports were statewide, with some good counts from the east; 91 
were counted on the Branched Oak-Seward CBC 19 Dec (fide JG), and 20-25 
were visiting a Bellevue feeder through the period (fide RG). The birds in a 
flock of 11 at Ericson L, Wheeler Co, 12 Feb were very bright red, sounded 
different, had seemingly smaller bills, and the females were rich golden brown 
(LR,RH). Red Crossbill types, possibly separate species, are difficult to identify 
in the field, however. 

White-winged Crossbill: The only report was of one at in Duncan 30 Jan (LR,RH). 

Common Redpoll: A few were reported, all at 3 eastern locations. Up to 5 were 
regulars at an Omaha feeder through 7 Feb (NR), one was at a feeder near 
Lincoln 25 Dec (GH), and 15 were found at BOL 12 Feb (LE). 

Pine Siskin: Numbers were generally good in the west, but observers in the east 
thought numbers were low. Feeders in Chadron (ZU) and near Mitchell (KD) 
had over 100 in attendance, and the Scottsbluff CBC 18 Dec had 148 (fide AK). 
Among the Mitchell birds were two very pale, perhaps leucistic, individuals 
(KD, photo). Best count in the east was 35-40 at a Garland feeder through the 
period (LE). 

American Goldfinch: Best tally was the 753 on the Calamus CBC 1 Jan (fide DH). 

Evening Grosbeak: There were only two reports; despite some early and easterly 
appearances in the fall, there was no incursion detected. The reports this winter 
were of 4 in Scottsbluff 4 Dec (RS), and one near Kearney 1 Jan (TEL). 

House Sparrow: Best CBC count was 975 on the Norfolk CBC 18 Dec (fide DH). 
This is far lower than the counts in the 5000 range reported some 20 years ago 
on CBCs in the larger cities. 


THE 2003-2004 NEBRASKA NEST REPORT 

LTC Wayne J. Mollhoff 
Box 6214 

Ft. Bliss. TX 79906 

Due to the fact that 1 was recalled to active duty by the US Army, I have 
been out of the state for the past two years. Hence, the number of observations made 
will be much abbreviated, and the usual comments on climatic conditions will be 
more limited. 

A brief visit to the western Panhandle in June 2003 revealed that at least the 
southwestern Panhandle received enough rain to grow a crop of wheat, and there was 
more grass on the hills than in the previous several years. Despite this, some other 
parts of the state, especially the western Republican River drainage and the 
Sandhills, remained dry. In 2004 the Panhandle and western Republican Valley 
again remained dry through most of the breeding season, although rains returned to 
some areas later in the season. The northwestern Panhandle remained especially dry, 
with pastures in some areas virtually without grass, and ranchers again forced to sell 
off breeding stock. These climatic conditions doubtless affected the birds, with 
species requiring more humid conditions adversely affected, while xerophilous 
species like Lark Bunting and Cassin's Sparrow may have found expanded breeding 
opportunities. 





16 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


Vol. 73 No. 1 


Observations reported on NEBirds are not included unless additional details 
have been obtained because those reports are usually included in the seasonal reports. 


OBSERVERS 

The following individuals submitted records for the nesting report: Linda 
Brown (LB), Mary Dowd (MD), Jon Farrar (JF), Mitzi Fox (MF), Stephen Jones 
(SJ), Clem Klaphake (CK), Wayne Mollhoff (WM), Jeff Nichols (JN), Allen Reyer 
(AR). 


A total of 110 reports was received on a total of 52 species. Species 
reported but not included in this account include: Mourning Dove, Homed Lark, 
Northern Rough-winged Swallow, Rock Wren, Eastern Bluebird, American Robin, 
Northern Cardinal, Red-winged Blackbird, and Orchard Oriole. 


ABBREVIATIONS USED 

SRA State Recreation Area; 

WMA Wildlife Management Area 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Eared Grebe A colony of about 100 birds was noted in the middle of Bunger 
Lake, about 30 mi. S of Gordon, Sheridan Co., on 23 June 2003 (CK). 

Double-crested Cormorant A group of cormorants was observed sitting on nests 
and feeding young on 22 June 2003 in the mixed cormorant-Great Blue Heron 
colony at Mayhew Lake, ~45 mi. SW of Valentine, Cherry Co. (CK). 

Great Blue Heron Herons were likewise observed sitting on nests and feeding 
young at the mixed colony described above on 22 June 2003 (CK). 

A colony of at least 25 nests occupied by both adults and young was noted on 
Gordon Creek at Highway 97 about 40 mi. SW of Valentine, Cherry Co., on 
22 June 2003 (CK). 

Swainson’s Hawk A nest with 2 eggs was located 36 feet up a willow tree one half 
mi. SW of Bushnell, Kimball Co., on 2 June 2004(WM). 

Red-tailed Hawk The large old stick nest on a ledge on the north face of Jail Rock, 
5 mi. S of Bridgeport, Morrill Co., held a pair of half-grown young on 15 
June 2003. Positive identification was made when the adults arrived and fed 
the young (WM,JF,SJ). 

Wild Turkey A hen and at least 3 week-old chicks were noted in the edge of the 
1985 McIntosh Burn in West Ash Creek Canyon, 12 mi. SE of Crawford, 
Dawes Co., on 5 June 2004 (WM,MD,JN). 

Marbled Godwit In the second recent report of apparent breeding in the state, a 
territorial pair was noted on 15 May 2003, and later noted performing a 
distraction display at the same location near Diamond Lake, about 15 mi. N of 
Lakeside, Sheridan Co., on 11 June 2003 (SJ). 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo An adult was observed feeding a fledged young bird twice at 
the Memphis SRA, Saunders Co., on 19 July 2003 (CK). 
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Burrowing Owl Four separate broods of young owls were noted exercising their 
wings while standing on the mounds beside their burrows in a small prairie 
dog colony near the SW edge of Gordon, Sheridan Co., on 22 June 2003 
(CK). 

White-throated Swift A nest with at least 2 eggs was found at the previously- 
reported colony in West Ash Creek Canyon 12 mi. SE of Crawford, Dawes 
Co., on 13 June 2003. At least 3 more pairs were present, occupying narrow, 
crooked crevices that precluded viewing (WM). 

On 8 June 2004, the above crevice nest was occupied by a Violet-green 
Swallow (see below). Swifts again occupied other crevices. Apparent 
copulation was noted on 5 June 2004 as a pair grappled in flight and tumbled 
through the air a few feet from the face of the cliff, then separated and 
continued their courtship flight (WM, MD, JN). 

Lewis's Woodpecker The nest used by the woodpeckers in 2002 was occupied by a 
pair of American Kestrels in 2003. After extensive searching, the pair was 
located in the same burned area (McIntosh Bum, 1985) in West Ash Creek 
Canyon, Dawes Co., 13 mi. SE of Crawford. The new nest snag was located 
about a mile away across a canyon from the 2002 nest. Adults were seen 
canying tiny food items into the nest on 14 June 2003. No further 
investigation was made due to the very unstable condition of the nest snag 
(WM, JF). 

On 4 June 2004, the 2003 nest mentioned above was found occupied by a pair 
of kestrels. Further searching finally turned up a Lewis's Woodpecker in that 
area on 9 June 2004, but neither its mate nor the nest were discovered (WM, 
JN, MD). Another pair of woodpeckers was found occupying a nest on a 
territory several miles away, but the nest was empty (WM). 

Downy Woodpecker A nest with 4 young was found near the picnic ground in 
West Ash Creek Canyon about 12 mi. SE of Crawford, Dawes Co., on 14 
June 2003 (WM, JF). 

Pileated Woodpecker Adults were noted carrying food to a nest in late May and 
again in mid-June 2003 at a site on the North Stream Trail in Fontenelle 
Forest, Sarpy Co. On 19 June the heads of two well-feathered young were 
seen peering out of the nest hole, and on 26 June the nest appeared empty 
(CK). 

Western Wood-Pewee A nest with 4 eggs was found and photographed in the 
above-mentioned picnic ground in West Ash Canyon, Dawes Co., on 14 June 
2003 (JF, WM). 

An adult was noted delivering food to a nest high in a cottonwood at Smith 
Lake, 22 mi. S of Rushville, Sheridan Co., on 23 June 2003 (CK). 

Eastern Phoebe A nest was found in a cavity in a cliff face in West Ash Creek 
Canyon on 8 June 2004. A pair of adults and 3-4 recently-fledged young were 
found foraging nearby (WM). 

Say's Phoebe A nest with 2 eggs plus 2 Brown-headed Cowbird eggs was found 
and photographed on a ledge beneath an overhang in a canyon 8 mi. S of 
Redington, Morrill Co., on 15 June 2003 (WM, JF). 

A nest in the same location mentioned above held a single egg on 3 June 2004 
(WM, MD, JN). 

A nest in an abandoned house 7 mi. S of Redington, Morrill Co., held 1 egg 
on 20 May and 6 eggs on 2 June 2004 (WM). 

A nest placed in the entrance of a Bank Swallow burrow 7 mi. SSW of 
Harrison, Sioux Co., held 5 eggs on 5 June 2004 (WM). 
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Cassin's Kingbird Two empty nests were found in a canyon 9 mi. S of 
Redington, Morrill Co., on 16 June 2003. One was complete, the other nearly 
so. An additional 5 nests found in the same area on 15-16 June 2003 held 1, 
2, 2, 4, and 5 eggs, respectively (WM). 

Western Kingbird Two nests found in the above-mentioned area S of Redington 
on 15-16 June 2003 held 4 eggs each (WM). 

Two nests were found on 2-3 June 2004 in the same area. One was 1/3 
complete and the other held 5 eggs (WM). 

Eastern Kingbird Construction was just begun on 16 June 2003 on a nest in the 
above area S of Redington (WM). 

Plumbeous Vireo A nest tended by a pair of adults was found on 5 June 2004 in 
West Ash Creek Canyon 12 mi. SE of Crawford, Dawes Co. (JN, WM, MD). 
When investigated further on 8 June, it held a single half-grown young (WM). 

Black-billed Magpie A nest in a tree hanging over the road in Smiley Canyon, Ft. 
Robinson, Sioux Co., held 4 two-week-old young on 7 June 2004 (WM). 

Tree Swallow A nest box at Twin Lakes WMA 13 mi. SE of Seward, Seward Co., 
held 3 eggs on 15 May 2003. When re-checked on 21 May, the eggs were 
gone. The nest was removed on 12 June. The box held a new nest with 4 
eggs on 21 June, 5 eggs on 26 June, just hatched young on 4 July, and 10- 
day-old young on 15 July. The young had fledged by 18 July (LB). 

Violet-green Swallow A female incubating 2 eggs in the same tree cavity used in 
2002 in West Ash Creek Canyon 12 mi. SE of Crawford, Dawes Co., refused 
to leave the nest on 14 June 2003 (WM, JF). 

A swallow nest, placed in a crevice nest in West Ash Creek Canyon and used 
in 2003 by a White-throated Swift (see above), held 5 eggs on 8 June 2004 
(WM). 

Bank Swallow The colony in a dry, vertical blowout bank in a shortgrass prairie 
pasture located 7 mi. SSW of Harrison, Sioux Co., had 14 occupied holes on 
5 June 2004. All occupied nests held eggs, with clutch sizes of 3-6 eggs 
(WM). 

Pygmy Nuthatch Two occupied nests were found in dead snags in East Monroe 
Canyon 6 mi. NW of Harrison, Sioux Co., on 6 June 2004. An adult was 
seen carrying something from one of the nests, perhaps a fecal sac. At the 
other nest, an adult repeatedly carried food to the hole and gave it to the adult 
inside, which came to the cavity entrance to receive it. Neither nest was 
investigated further due to the very fragile nature of the dead snags (JN, WM). 

Carolina Wren A pair of fledged young was noted following, begging from, and 
being fed by a pair of adults on 14 Aug. 2003 at the Schilling WMA at the 
mouth of the Platte River just N of Plattsmouth, Cass Co. (CK). 

Nest-building was noted on a front porch in Bellevue, Sarpy Co., on 6-7 Aug. 
2004. The nest appeared complete on 8 Aug. but was abandoned on 9 Aug., 
and the birds were not seen again (AR). 

Sedge Wren An agitated adult was noted dropping into the grass several times to 
deliver insects to peeping young at Walnut Creek Lake Recreation Area, SW of 
Papillion, Sarpy Co., on 6 July 2003 (CK). 

Marsh Wren An adult was noted feeding noisy young in a nest at least twice on 
Smith Lake, 22 mi. S of Rushville, Sheridan Co., on 23 June 2003 (CK). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher A nest with 3 young, 2-4 days old, was found and 
photographed on 15 June 2003, 8 mi. S of Redington, Morrill Co. (WM, JF). 

Mountain Bluebird A pair of adults was noted feeding at least 3 recently-fledged 
young in the pine-covered canyons 8 mi. S of Redington, Morrill Co., on 3 
June 2004 (MD, JN, WM). 
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Swainson's Thrush At least 5 singing males were noted in West Ash Creek 
Canyon 12 mi. SE of Crawford, Dawes Co., on 5 June 2004 (JN, MD, WM). 
Further investigation on 8 June revealed at least 2 pairs, one of which had a 
complete but empty nest that was closely guarded by the singing bird (WM). 
The only other nest which has been found in the state was found in the same 
canyon in 1973. 

Cedar Waxwing Apparent courtship activity was noted in Monroe Canyon 6 mi. 
NNW of Harrison, Sioux Co., on 7 June 2004. A pair was seen repeatedly 
visiting a particular stream-side, vine-covered tree, following which one 
begged from the other on several occasions (WM). 

Yellow Warbler A pair of adults was noted feeding a single fledged young bird on 
19 July 2003 at Memphis SRA, Memphis, Saunders Co. (CK). 

Three nests were found on 8 June 2004 in West Ash Creek Canyon, 12 mi. SE 
of Crawford, Dawes Co. Two nests each held 4 eggs, while the other nest 
held 1 egg and 3 newly-hatched young (WM). 

Yellow-rumped (Audubon's) Warbler A female was seen carrying food in 
Monroe Canyon 6 mi. NNW of Harrison, Sioux Co., on 7 June 2004, but a 
search for the nest was unsuccessful (WM). 

Common Yellowthroat A nest with 4 eggs was found along the Niobrara River 9 
mi. SW of Harrison, Sioux Co., on 5 June 2004 (WM, MF). 

Spotted Towhee A nest with 3 young was found in West Ash Creek canyon 12 mi. 
SE of Crawford, Dawes Co., on 8 June 2004 (WM). 

Chipping Sparrow A nest with 4 eggs was found in West Ash Creek Canyon, 12 
mi. SE of Crawford, Dawes Co., on 8 June 2004 (WM). 

Lark Sparrow Two nests were found 8 mi. S of Redington, Morrill Co., on 2 
June 2004. One nest held 3 sparrow eggs plus 2 cowbird eggs; the other held 
1 sparrow egg plus 4 cowbird eggs (WM, MD, JN). 

Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco A pair of adults was seen feeding at least 2 
recently-fledged young atop a ridge in the West Ash Creek Canyon drainage 13 
mi. SE of Crawford, Dawes Co., on 8 June 2004 (WM). 

Black-headed Grosbeak A pair was noted gathering nesting material atop a ridge 
in East Monroe Canyon 6 mi. NNW of Harrison, Sioux Co., on 7 June 2004 
(WM). Two nests, each with 4 eggs, were found in West Ash Creek Canyon, 
12 mi. SE Crawford, Dawes Co., on 8 June 2004 (WM). 

Brewer’s Blackbird A colony of 3 pairs was found in Smiley Canyon, Ft 
Robinson, Sioux Co., in the Soldier Creek Bum (1989) on 7 June 2004. Two 
nests were found, one with 4 young that were 7-10 days old; the other held 4 
young that were 4-8 days old, plus an unhatched egg (WM). 

Another colony of 4-5 pairs 9 mi. E of Harrison, Sioux Co., was again 
occupied on 4 June 2004. Only a single nest was found despite prolonged 
searching. It contained 2 eggs and 3 recently-hatched young (WM). 

A colony of 6-8 pairs 12 mi. E of Harrison, Sioux Co., was again occupied on 
4 June 2004. A nest with 4 young, about 1 week old, was found. Another 
nest with 3 one-day-old young, 2 blackbird eggs and a cowbird egg was also 
found. 

Brown-headed Cowbird See comments above in the Say’s Phoebe, Lark Sparrow, 
and Brewer's Blackbird accounts. 

Bullock's Oriole A nest under construction, with the sack barely formed and still 
at the see-through stage, was found on 3 June 2004, 8 mi. S of Redington, 
Morrill Co. (WM). 
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In the fall of 2003 we set out to assign habitat associations to 363 species 
of birds that regularly occur in Nebraska for the purpose of evaluating the relative 
importance of each of Nebraska's major habitats to the state’s breeding, migrating 
and wintering birds. It is our hope that this information will 1) provide the first 
thorough investigation of Nebraska’s birds and the habitats they use, and 2) provide 
a method for prioritizing the conservation of Nebraska’s varied habitats for birds. 
The resulting spreadsheet matrix showing the assigned habitat values for all 363 
species may be seen at the following URL: 

http ://www. nebraskabirds. org/Resources/resources fi les/Matrix%2 0G uide. pdf 


METHODS 

We began by gathering habitat descriptions from all the major state bird 
atlases that we could find, especially those from states immediately surrounding 
Nebraska. Of these, the Colorado Breeding Bird Atlas (Kingery 1998) was 
especially valuable for its quantitative habitat analyses. 

We also chose to use names and descriptions of the state's natural terrestrial 
habitats as identified by Steinauer and Rolfsmeier (2003), although these were 
generally chosen as a coarser level of analysis than the most specific types identified 
by them. Additionally, because these authors excluded some non-native 
communities (e.g., agricultural lands), deep water aquatic communities (e.g., rivers, 
lakes, reservoirs) and transitional communities (e.g., shorelines and woodland edge 
habitats), we added several new categories. We thus identified a total of 29 habitats 
of significance to Nebraska birds (Table 1). 

We also summarized all of our data by habitat type, including an estimate 
of the percentage of the state's overall area (about 78,000 square miles) occupied by 
that habitat type (Table 2). 

Habitat area estimates are Johnsgard's, and are based on various sources, 
including CALMITs (2002) statewide GAP analyses and Lawson et al. (1977). They 
should not be considered as authoritative, and those labeled as “est.” (estimate) are 
generally less reliable than those labeled as “c” (circa). Thus, average Nebraska 
stream width is assumed at 20 feet, and collective state stream length at 10,000 
miles. Some published estimates suggest greater total state stream length but 
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probably include very small streams. The collective areas of narrow and linear 
habitats (shorelines, woodland edges) are difficult to quantify owing to highly 
variable ecological widths, such as the widths of river floodplains and forest- 
grassland transition zones. Thus, our estimates are based on the best information 
available, but their accuracy is unknown. 

Alkaline wetlands are permanent Sandhills wetlands at least 12 acres in size 
and with moderate or higher alkalinity (McCarrahar 1977), plus about five square 
miles of relict saline wetlands in southeastern Nebraska. Including slightly alkaline 
and smaller alkaline Sandhills wetlands would increase the total area estimate, as 
would adding temporary (playa) alkaline wetlands, which are separately listed. There 
are about 2,000 square miles of shallow lakes, marshes and wet meadows in the 
Sandhills alone, excluding the estimated 50 square miles of highly alkaline wetlands 
(LaGrange 1997). The overall area ratio of wet meadows to marshes in the Sandhills 
is roughly 6:1, as there are about 177,000 acres of open water and marshes. The 
indicated Nebraska prairie dog acreage is a 2003 estimate of active colonies, based on 
the mean of two independent surveys (Johnsgard 2005).. The remaining habitat 
estimates seem fairly reliable, and were based on a variety of sources. 

“S” rankings that follow area estimates identify the Nebraska Natural 
Heritage Programs rarity ranks (SI = critically imperiled communities; S5 = secure 
communities), as provided by Steinauer and Rolfsmeier (2003). Using this ranking, 
playa wetlands and upland tallgrass prairies are the most endangered habitat types of 
major importance to birds in Nebraska. Habitats listed as “s?” were unranked by 
Steinauer and Rolfsmeier (2003). 

Upper-case code letters identify each habitat's total number of species 
having major breeding (B), migration (M) and wintering (W) associations; b, m & w 
indicate corresponding minor associations, the distinction between major and minor 
based on the authors’ subjective evaluations. For most resident species, wintering 
habitats are assumed to be the same as breeding habitats but are separately tallied. 
Breeding habitats are assigned only for species known to be currently or recently 
breeding within the state. (Sharpe et al. 2001) 

Total is the collective number of species using the habitat in one or more 
seasons. Rank is based on total species associations relative to those of the other 
habitat types. Thus, 1 indicates the habitat type with the highest number of species 
associations and 29 is the lowest. 

Use is an area-use index of estimated available habitat relative to its species- 
use, calculated as 100 times the total species associations, divided by the estimated 
square miles of the habitat believed by the authors to be present in Nebraska. Higher 
figures indicate richer species associations relative to amount of available habitat. 
This index is, by definition, area-dependent, and thus does not reflect overall habitat 
value of a community type, which is better estimated by the Total figures given 
above. Adding Total to Use ranks might provide a better overall index to the 
importance of each habitat to Nebraska birds (T + U Rank). By this index, alkaline 
wetlands (T+U = 6), playa wetlands ( T+U =9), and woodland edges (T+U =9) are 
most valuable, and croplands (T+U =52) are least valuable. Within major categories, 
habitats are arranged by increasing T+U values, or estimated diminishing overall 
value to birds. 
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RESULTS 

An assessment of the habitat preferences of 363 species of Nebraska birds 
indicates that, relative to the total state surface area represented by each habitat type, 
streams have the highest rate of multi-species bird usage. However, the greatest 
overall usage by the highest number of species of birds occurs in wet meadows and 
marshes. If both criteria are used cumulatively, alkaline wetlands rank highest, 
followed by playa wetlands, woodland edges, and streams. 

These results have considerable value in assigning conservation priorities 
for obtaining and preserving relatively rare Nebraska habitats that have particular 
value to large numbers of bird species. The Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, 
The Nature Conservancy, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, and the Audubon 
Society are among the groups that might want to use these data in evaluating habitat 
priorities for possible preservation. 

Limitations to the approach include the fact that a “pest” species such as the 
European Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) has the same weight in calculating avian 
habitat values as does, for example, the endangered Whooping Crane (Grus 
americana). However, habitat data for rare or endangered species can readily be 
extracted and evaluated separately, or such species may be given higher rank value 
than that assigned more common species. Another weakness lies in the difficulty of 
accurately estimating the areas of ephemeral habitats, such as playa wetlands. Again, 
when more accurate data on the areas of such elusive habitats become available, the 
matrix values can be easily recalculated. 
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Table 1. Primary Nebraska habitat types of importance to birds. 

FOREST (Wooded communities with canopies >5 m and > 60% canopy cover) 

Lowland (Floodplain) Deciduous Forest 
Upland Coniferous Forest 
Upland Deciduous Forest 

WOODLAND (Wooded communities with canopies <5 m 
and 25-60% canopy cover) 

Lowland (Floodplain) Deciduous Woodland 
Upland Coniferous Woodland 
Upland Deciduous Woodland 

SHRUBLAND (Wooded communities with shrubs < 5 m 
and > 25% canopy cover) 

Lowland (Floodplain) Shrubland 

Upland Shrubland 

Sandsage Shrubland/Grassland 

HERBACEOUS (Communities dominated by non-woody plants; 

canopy cover >25%) 

Lowland Tallgrass Prairie 
Upland Tallgrass Prairie 
Sand Hills Prairie 
Mixed-grass Prairie 
Shortgrass Prairie 

SPARSE VEGETATION (Plant cover <25%, highly variable topography) 

Badlands (Steep, eroded slopes) 

Dry Cliffs/ Rock Cavities (Very steep rock escarpments) 

Rock Outcrops (Moderate to fairly steep rock escarpments) 

Sand or Gravel Flats (Barren riverine/lacustrine edges & bars) 

WETLANDS 

Alkaline (Saline) Wetlands 
Playa (Seasonal) Wetlands 

Wet Meadow/Marsh (Meadow: Marsh area ratio c. 6:1) 

Open Water, Lakes & Reservoirs 
Open Water, Streams & Rivers 

Swamps/Wooded Backwaters (Woody oxbows, flooded trees) 

Open Shorelines (Lightly vegetated shores) 

OTHER HABITATS (Variable plant life-form and cover extent) 

Cropland 

Prairie Dog Colony 

Urban/Parks/Bridges/Other human constructions 

Woodland Edge (Woodlands edged by shrub & herbaceous communities) 



Table 2. Seasonal habitat associations of birds in Nebraska 


FOREST (c. 2% of state area) 

Lowland Decid. Forest ( c . 1,000 mi.2) S3 
Upland Conif. Forest ( c . 350 mi 2 ) S2**** 

Upland Decid. Forest ( c . 300 mi 2 ) S3-S? 

WOODLAND (est. 8%) 

Lowland Decid. Woodland (est. 2,000 mi. 2 ) s? 52/6 
Upland Decid. Woodland (est. 2,000 mi. 2 ) s? 41/5 
Upland Conif. Woodland (est. 2,000 mi. 2 ) s? 29/5 


SHRUBLAND (est. 3%) 

Lowland Shrubland (est. 1,000 mi. 2 ) s? 23/1 
Upland Shrubland (est. 1,000 mi. 2 ) s? 24/0 

Sand Sage Shrub (est. 300 mi. 2 ) S2? 13/3 

HERBACEOUS (c. 35%) 

Upland Tallgrass Prairie (est. <50 mi. 2 ) SI 27/3 
Lowland Tallgrass Prairie (est. <25 mi. 2 ) S2 19/2 
Shortgrass Prairie ( c . 775 mi. 2 ) S2? 38/2 

Mixed-grass Prairie (c. 7,300 mi. 2 ) S3-4 38/2 

Sandhills Prairie ( c . 19,000 mi. 2 ) S4-5 34/2 


Migration 

M/m 

Winter 

W/w 

Total (Rank)* 

Use(Rank)** 

20/8 

20/1 

91 (6-tie) 

9.1(18) 

11/6 

17/7 

71(11) 

20.3(16) 

12/6 

19/0 

67(14) 

22.3(15) 

29/12 

22/2 

123(2-tie) 

6.2(21-tie) 

17/8 

17/0 

88(9) 

4.4(25) 

17/4 

17/9 

81(10) 

4.1(26) 

20/5 

7/0 

56(16) 

5.6(23) 

8/6 

7/0 

45(18) 

4.5(24) 

2/1 

5/1 

25(26) 

8.3(19) 

3/0 

6/2 

41(19) 

82(8) 

5/0 

7/1 

34(22) 

136(6) 

6/1 

8/2 

57(15) 

7.4(20) 

8/1 

13/6 

68(13) 

0.9(27) 

4/1 

11/2 

54(17) 

0.3(28) 


Breeding 

B/b 

31/11 

25/5 

24/6 


T+U 

(Rank)*** 
24(9-tie) 
27(11-tie) 
29(14-tie) 

23(8) 

34(17) 

36(19) 

39(21) 
42(25-tie) 
45(2 7-tie) 

27(11-tie) 

28(13) 

35(18) 

40(22-tie) 

45(27-tie) 
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Breeding 

Migration 

Winter 



T+U 

WETLANDS (c. 3%) 

B/b 

M/m 

W/w 

Total (Rank)* 

Use(Rank)** 

(Rank)*** **** 

Alkaline Wetlands*****(c. 50 mi. 2 ) Sl-3 

38/5 

66/11 

1/0 

121(4) 

242(2) 

6(1) 

Playa (Seasonal) Wetlands (c. 120 mi. 2 ) SI 

33/5 

75/9 

1/0 

123 (2-tie) 

102.5(7) 

9(2~tie) 

Streams (est. < 20 mi. 2 ) s? 

7/1 

36/19 

6/0 

69(12) 

345(1) 

13(4) 

Lakes & Reservoirs ( c . 310 mi. 2 ) s? 

6/10 

47/16 

8/3 

90(8) 

29(12) 

20(6) 

Wet Meadows/Marshes (est. 2,000 mi. 2 ) S2-4 

43/7 

64/9 

1/0 

124(1) 

6.2(21-tie) 

22(7) 

Swamps, Wooded Backwaters (< 20 mi.2) s? 

10/3 

11/1 

4/0 

29(24) 

145(5) 

29(14-tie) 

Open Shorelines (est. <50 mi. 2 ) s? 

6/0 

23/4 

2/0 

35(21) 

70(9) 

30(16) 

SPARSE VEGETATION (<1%) 

Sand or Gravel Flats (est. <20 mi.2) S3-5 

4/0 

30/3 

3/0 

40(20) 

200(4) 

24(9-tie) 

Cliffs & Rock Cavities (est. <10 mi. 2 ) S5 

5/0 

0/0 

0/1 

6(28) 

60(10) 

38(20) 

Rock Outcrops (est. <10 mi. 2 ) S4 

3/0 

0/0 

0/0 

3(29) 

30(11) 

40(22-tie) 

Badlands (est. <50 mi. 2 ) S3 

4/1 

2/0 

4/1 

12(27) 

24(13) 

40(22-tie) 

OTHER HABITATS (c. 48%) 

Woodland Edges (est. < 40 mi. 2 ) s? 

50/1 

14/4 

20/2 

91 (6-tie) 

228(3) 

9(2-tie) 

Cities, Parks, Structures ( c . 400 mi. 2 ) s? 

42/1 

14/7 

27/3 

94(5) 

23.5(14) 

19(5) 

Prairie Dog Colonies (a 160 m i. 2 )****** s? 

18/1 

4/0 

4/1 

28(25) 

17.5(17) 

42(25-tie) 

Croplands (c. 36,600 mi. 2 ) s? 

6/1 

16/1 

7/2 

33(23) 

0.1(29) 

52(29) 


* Numbers in first three columns indicate number of major (M) /minor (m) species associations per habitat type per season, 
followed by total associations for all seasons. See text for rank calculation. 

** “Use” is derived from formula: Total associations x 100/ Area of available habitat (mi. 2 ). See text for rank calculation. 

*** *j + (j” equals totals of two prior rankings. Overall rank is derived these scores, sequenced from lowest to highest. 

**** Estimate of Weaver, 1965 

***** Estimate of Johnsgard, 2005 (average of two different 2003 surveys) 

****** Estimate of LaGrange, 1997 
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NEW WESTWARD BREEDING RECORDS FOR 
EASTERN TOWHEES IN CENTRAL NEBRASKA 

William C. Scharf 

Department of Biological Sciences Lake Superior State University 
650 W. Easterday Ave, Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783. 
wscharfl @earthlink.net 


INTRODUCTION 

The current breeding range of Eastern Towhees (Pipilo erythrophthalmus) in 
Nebraska is described as westward to a line from Cedar Co through Platte, Hall and 
Harlan Cos (NBR 64: 124, Sharpe et ai 2001). Frequent recent sightings of Eastern 
Towhees during the breeding season have been made from more westward locations. 
A few reports are from Lincoln Co., 5 June 2004 by TJ Walker (NBR 72: 91), and 
Dawson Co., 13 May 2004 by Laurel Badura (NBR 72: 55). In contrast to the 
capture data presented here, none of the sightings is corroborated with breeding 
condition data such as cloacal protuberance or brood patch nor are nests located. 
Further recent sightings (Silcock in press NBR : 73) indicate the probability of 
Spotted Towhee genes in the eastern-most counties of Nebraska through intermediate 
songs and plumage. There are no other known capture studies that have data of the 
type presented here from the central Platte River valley. 

Sibley and West (1959), working from museum specimens, indicated genetic 
influences of Eastern Towhees in central Nebraska with their hybrid index based on a 
scale from 0 to 7 for combined sexes, with 0 being pure Eastern Towhee phenotypes 
and with scores greater than 0 influenced by Spotted Towhee, P. maculatus , genes. 
In an east-west gradient along the Platte River, Elm Creek had a hybrid index of 1.9, 
Gothenburg, 2.0 and Sutherland 2.2. This is contrasted with much higher scores of 
3.5 and 3.8 for birds collected at more northerly locations on the Niobrara River and 
at Chadron respectively. The values for Blair and Omaha indicate nearly pure 
populations of Eastern Towhees with a 0.14 score. Scharf and Kren in Brown et al. 
(1996) recorded 33 mostly Easterns and 29 mostly Spotteds out of 62 hybrid birds 
banded at Lake Ogallaia. 

METHODS AND STUDY AREAS 

Four sites in Dawson County, Nebraska, (at 40° 4U N ranging from 99° 22’ to 
99° 33’ W), were mist-netted to capture and band birds over four nesting seasons. 
Two sites were within the Cottonwood Ranch Property of Nebraska Public Power 
District, and two sites were within the Jeffrey Island Habitat Area of Central 
Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District. 

Each of the four sites had a minimum of ten standard 3-m x 12-m mist nets 
with either 36-mm or 30-mm mesh erected on 3.3-m poles in likely-looking 
openings between habitat cover patches. Where the nets were proximate to the river, 
they were oriented at right angles to the channel. The original net locations were 
maintained through four spring-summer seasons. There was a regular rotation of 
capture days among sites with each set of ten nets being opened every fourth day. 
Nets were opened at or slightly before dawn each morning for at least six hours 
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unless high temperature, wind or rain caused concern for the welfare of the birds. 
Accumulated effort was 14,856 net hours in riparian woodlands for the four nesting 
seasons. 

Captured birds were banded with U.S. Geological Survey bands. The sex of 
adult breeding towhees was determined by plumage. To determine breeding 
condition, males were checked for cloacal protuberance, and females for brood patch 
(Pyle 1997). In this study, only males with unspotted coverts, scapulars and 
interscapuiars, but with a large white patch at the base of the primaries and females 
with a rich brown head and back, as in typical P, erythrophthalmus, were categorized 
as Eastern Towhees (category 0 of Sibley and West 1959). A few hatching-year birds 
with no dorsal spotting were designated Eastern Towhees, and those with dorsal 
spotting were called Spotted Towhees. 

RESULTS 

I captured 107 individual towhees, excluding 15 recaptures, of both species as 
well as hybrids during the four nesting seasons. There were 20 Eastern Towhees 
exhibiting the phenotype of category 0 (Sibley and West 1959). They comprised 
19% of all individual towhees captured. The sexes of Eastern Towhees were 
distributed as 11 males and 7 females with 2 hatching-year birds of unknown sex. 
There were 87 towhees comprising hybrids and Spotted Towhees, categories 1 to 7 
of Sibley and West (1959). They include 81% of the towhees captured. The sexes of 
the hybrids and Spotted Towhees were 43 males and 40 females with 4 hatching-year 
birds of unknown sex. Table 1 shows the distribution of captures of individuals of 
the two species with hybrids grouped together with Spotted Towhees. 


Table 1. Number of towhees captured by year. 


1 Year 

Eastern 

Spotted Towhees 


Towhees 

and hybrids 

2001 

9 

9 

2002 

5 

22 

2003 

3 

31 

2004 

3 

25 

Total | 20 

87 


DISCUSSION 

Extension of the range of the Eastern Towhee in Nebraska may be viewed as 
further evidence of eastern bird species invading westward through an extension of 
eastern woodlands along the Platte River (Currier and Davis 2000). Alternatively, 
the cottonwood/ash woodlands are of historic lineages, and these records may 
represent a status quo that has been hitherto undetected by ornithologists (Johnson 
1994, Johnson and Boetcher 2000). The possibility that Spotted Towhees may 
actually have moved eastward along the wooded riparian zone seems to be an 
alternative that is seldom considered, but see Silcock (in press NBR\ 73). 
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It is my experience in Nebraska that hybrid ratios and their associated sibling 
species numbers vary greatly from year to year in the same location (Brown et al. 
1996, Scharf, unpublished data). The year of highest captures of Eastern Towhees 
coincides with the year of lowest captures of Spotted Towhees (Table 1). This 
illustrates a tension zone maintained by a balance between dispersal and selection 
against hybrids (Barton and Hewitt 1985). 

My reasoning in choosing towhees without spots (category 0 of Sibley and 
West 1959) is that unifonnity exists within the Eastern Towhee genotype and the 
appearance of spots on the plumage indicates a discontinuity in that genotype 
representing hybridization (Moore and Buchanan 1985). Thus, all towhees with 
spots represent this discontinuity moving toward a new uniformity of genotype 
within the Spotted Towhee species. The two towhee species seem to represent a truly 
plastic genetic mix. 
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In Memory of Dr. Rushton G. Cortelyou 

The Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union lost a longtime member and friend on 
May 2, 2004, when Dr. Rushton Cortelyou passed away just 16 days shy of his 
98th birthday. He had been a member of the NOU for more than 50 years. He was 
preceded in death by Margaret, his wife of 68 years. Survivors include daughters 
Helen Linger and Carol Cortelyou, five grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. 

Dr. Cortelyou, “Rusty”, as he was known to his friends, was bom on May 
18, 1906, in Manhattan. Kansas, where his father was on the faculty at Kansas State 
University. Rusty graduated from KSU in 1927 with a degree in Civil Engineering. 
He earned an MBA from Harvard in 1929 and served in the U. S. Navy during 
World War II and the Korean Conflict, retiring with the rank of Commander. 

Rusty and his wife Margaret Manley Cortelyou moved to Omaha in 1946, 
where he was treasurer of Fairmont Foods. Later, after earning a Ph.D. from the 
University of Nebraska at Lincoln in 1967, he taught business courses at Bellevue 
College (now Bellevue University) until his retirement in 1973. 

Rusty’s membership in the NOU dates from 1953, and he contributed much 
to the organization. He served as president in 1962-64 and as editor of The 
Nebraska Bird Review from 1965 to 1990. As his daughter Carol remembers, “My 
dad really enjoyed the kind of detailed work needed for the NBR\ he even kept doing 
the index when others took over the editing job.” Rusty and his wife Margaret 
celebrated their 90th birthdays at the NOU spring meeting in Kearney in 1996. Later 
that year they moved to the Seattle area 
to be closer to their daughter Carol. 

Rusty’s participation in the 
NOU didn’t end with the move to 
Washington state. He attended NOU 
meetings when he was able and watched 
over the organization’s affairs from afar 
when he was not. Generous donations 
of books and money have been made 
over the years, and the Cortelyous were 
instrumental in the formation of the 
Scholarship Fund. Rusty wrote an 
article about his early years in the 
organization, “N.O.U. Histoiy Notes”, 
which was published in the 1999 
Centennial Meeting Program. In 2002 
at the NOU Annual Meeting in Norfolk, 

Rusty was elected an Honorary Life 
Member. He was recognized in the 
nomination document for the "time, 
effort, unsurpassed leadership and 
continuity" he has given to the 
organization. 
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Rusty’s generosity was extended also to the Kansas State University 
Foundation in a bequest for the renovation of a historic, 94-year-old limestone bam 
at the Konza Prairie Biological Station. 

Rusty was an inspiration to all who knew him. He was always interested 
in learning, getting his PhD after age 60 and snorkeling for the first time at age 95. 
He outlived most of his generation and many of the generation that followed. 
According to his daughter Carol, he “enjoyed amazingly excellent health for 97 
years”. He was able to continue to enjoy many of his accustomed activities: reading, 
using his computer, updating his financial records, writing letters and watching 
nature shows, and being sick towards the end didn’t keep him from watching Kansas 
State in the bowl game. 


2004-05 Christmas Bird Counts in Nebraska 

The addition of a new count encompassing Ponca State Park brings our 
total reported Nebraska counts to twelve this year. A total of 199 field counters and 
20 feeder watchers participated. Temperatures were average, DeSoto being the cold 
spot, and precipitation was minimal. 

This was the first year Cackling Geese were reported, following the recent 
split of Canada and Cackling Geese; a total of 70 were counted in 6 circles. 
American Wigeon numbers have been rising steadily on Nebraska CBCs, and the 
trend continued this year with 819 counted, a 25-year high. Three White-winged 
Scoters were found at Lake McConaughy, where they have been counted in three of 
the past four years. Greater Scaup made a good showing this year also, with a total 
of 123 counted, highest for the past 15 years. Common Mergansers were down this 
year, from over 36,000 last year to 5279 this year, but more Red-breasted 
Mergansers were counted this year (47) than ever before. To muddy the taxonomic 
waters a bit this year, 3 hybrid ducks were reported. 

No Gray Partridges were found this year, but Galliformes in general made a 
good showing. Sharp-tailed Grouse were at a 10-year high, and Wild Turkeys seem 
poised to take over the state. This year’s count of 1367 surpassed last year’s all-time 
high by 210 birds. Raptor numbers were also in the usual range. A Goshawk at 
Scotts Bluff was a standout, and a record-high 341 Bald Eagles were counted. 

Eight gull species were observed, including Thayer’s, Iceland, Glaucous and 
Great Black-backed; all except the Grand Island Franklin’s Gull made appearances at 
Lake McConaughy. Ring-billed, California and Herring Gulls all had higher counts 
this year than in recent years. 

The expansion of the Eurasian Collared-Dove was reflected in the highest- 
ever count of 75. This species was first counted on a Nebraska Christmas Bird 
Count in 2000, and the numbers have been steadily increasing ever since. In 2000, it 
was recorded only at Lake McConaughy; this year it was found on 5 counts. 

Nebraska’s population of Black-capped Chickadees continues to be a cause 
for concern. Although there was a slight increase in the number of chickadees 
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counted at five locations (Beaver Valley, Calamus-Loup, Lake McConaughy, 
Lincoln and Scottsbluff), overall numbers declined again: 699 compared to last 
year’s low count of 774, in spite of the fact that data from an additional count 
(Ponca) were included this year. The pattern remains the same: locations along the 
Missouri River have low counts which are still dropping but are not out of line with 
data from the past 25 years. Panhandle counts in general have not seen a drastic 
decline either, although they were uneven this year: Crawford dropped while 
Scottsbluff increased. In the rest of the state, between the Missouri River valley and 
the Panhandle, numbers are still low. Grand Island reported only 6 this year; in 
Norfolk only 36 were found, compared to counts in the hundreds in past years. 

Counts outside of Nebraska continue to reflect this pattern: Christmas Bird 
Counts to the east of Nebraska in Sioux City and Shenandoah, Iowa, both had 
increases in chickadee numbers (Shenandoah nearly doubled their 2003 count of 69) 
and the overall numbers at these counts are within the range of historical fluctuation. 
Likewise western counts at Rapid City, South Dakota, and Casper, Wyoming, were 
not drastically low and showed increases this year. However, counts in central 
South Dakota and north central Kansas continued to show abnormally low numbers 
of chickadees, as do our central Nebraska counts. (Christmas Bird Count data from 
outside Nebraska were obtained from www.audubon.org.) 

This year’s Red-breasted Nuthatch total of 99 birds ties the 1999 total for 
the highest count ever. Likewise Townsend’s Solitaires had the highest count ever: 
223. More European Starlings were counted this year than in any year previous, a 
stunning 61,255. On a more cheerful note. Cedar Waxwings hit an all-time high 
count of 2537 on 10 counts, and a total of 562 Bohemian Waxwings, which had 
never before been recorded on Nebraska CBCs, were found in three locations 
(Crawford, Lake McConaughy and Scottsbluff). 

Sparrow numbers were in the normal range, although all three Zonotrichia 
sparrows showed declines this year. The White-crowned Sparrow count of 58 is a 4- 
year low, and only 5 White-throated Sparrows (excluding a count week sighting at 
Branched Oak) were found, which is a 12-year low. Harris’s Sparrows have been 
scarce for the past two years: a total of 75 were found in 2003 and 52 in 2004, 
compared to 534 in 2002. The 2003 and 2004 Harris’s Sparrow counts are the 
lowest in 40 years; totals in the hundreds are typical. 

A pleasant surprise was the single Pine Grosbeak found at Branched Oak, a 
first for Nebraska CBCs. Purple Finches were down to a more usual count of 82 
after their high of 223 in 2003. Two Cassin’s Finches, a species not often observed 
on CBCs, were found at Lake McConaughy. Red Crossbills had a good winter 
here, with 91 counted at Branched Oak. 


2004-05 CBC PARTICIPANTS 

Beaver Valley Colleen Noecker, Don Noecker (compiler) (2) 

Branched Oak-Seward Kari Anderson, Andrea Code, John Dinan, Rick Eades, 
Larry Einemann, Mike Ellis, Joseph Gubanyi (compiler), Renae Held, Mark 
Humpert, Thomas Labedz, Ted LaGrange, Kevin Poague, Sarah Rehme, Mary 
Steinbeck, Randy Stutheit, Kelly Wells (16) 
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Calamus-Loup Norma Brockmoller, Donna Christiansen, Isolde Cutshall, Roger 
Cutshall, Robin Harding, David Heidt (compiler), Lyla Koehlmoos, Lanny 
Randolph, Jerry Toll, Jan Uttecht, Duane Wolff, Bonnie Wylie (12) 

Crawford Elliott Bedows, Christian Michelson, Bruce Walgren (compiler), Donna 
Walgren (4) 

DeSoto-Boyer Bob Barry (compiler), Laurine Blankenau, Ruth Campbell, Phylisha 
Eshelman, Nelli Falzgraf, Janet Greer, Mace Hack, Steve Lamphere, Don Maas, 
Shirley Maas, Lynne Magee, Sue Mattix, Jim Meyer, Dave Murcia, Rosalie 
Noteman, Mark Orsag, Don Paseka, Janis Paseka, Neal Ratzlaff, Paul Roisen, 
Roland Searcy, Jerry Toll, Patricia Williams (23) 

Grand Island Felipe Chavez-Ramirez, Anton Curtis, Dan Glomski, Blake 
Hatfield, Ann Kruse, Ron Kruse, Ray Kusak, Connie McCartney (compiler), Jim 
Meyer, Steve Morris, Michele Parde, Jerry Pekas, Patricia Smith, Vem Throop, Eric 
Volden. Feeder Watchers: Gay Crandell, Helen Siem, Ken Tweedy (15 + 3 feeder 
watchers) 

Lake McConaughy Henry Armknecht, Elliott Bedows, Stephen J. Dinsmore 
(compiler), Robin Harding, Bill Huntley, Todd Jensen, Bette Klaphake, Clem 
Klaphake, Peter Kondrashev, Kay Niyo, Lanny Randolph, Tommie Rogers, Ross 
Silcock, Mark Urwiller, Zack Urwiller (15) 

Lincoln George Alexander, Irene Alexander, Andrea Bair, Anita Breckbill, Linda 
R. Brown (compiler), Jackie Canterbury, Kevin Degarmo, Barbara DiBernard, James 
Eades, Rick Eades, Larry Einemann, Paul Johnsgard, Michelle Johnson, Tim Knott, 
Josef Kren, Thomas E. Labedz, George Maly, Kevin Poague, Kathy Putensen, Ken 
Reitan, Dick Rhodes, Ramona Rhodes, Bemie Rieke, Carolyn Rieke, Moni Usasz, 
Joyce Vannier, Lyle Vannier, Audie Wise, Gertrude Wood (29) 

Norfolk Joyce Borgelt, Norma Brockmoller, Ed Brogie, John Brogie, Joseph 
Brogie, Mark Brogie, Donna Christiansen, Isolde Cutshall, Lawrence Falk, Cody 
Hartman, Tony Jacobsen, David Heidt, Gene Kincanon, Lyla Koehlmoos, Paul 
Timm, Jan Uttecht, Duane Wolff (compiler), Martin Wolff, Bonnie Wylie (19) 

Omaha Chris Adams, Roland Barth, Laurine Blankenau, David Crawford, Sharon 
Draper, Nelli Falzgraf, Bob Fuchs, Juan Sio Guie, Betty Grenon (compiler), Clem 
Klaphake, Jim Kovanda, Sandy Kovanda, Catherine Kuper, Steve Lamphere, Terry 
Lassek, Don Maas, Shirley Maas, Lynn Magee, David Mills, Babs Padelford, Loren 
Padelford, Don Paseka, Janis Paseka, Dick Rasmussen, Neal Ratzlaff, Allen Reyer, 
Jean Richter, Kathleen Rose, Rick Schmid, Eric Scholar, Kathy Schwery, Vicki 
Scoville, Greg Stoiber, Jerry Toll, Pat Williams, Chunhui Yi (36) 

Ponca Jeff Fields, Bill Huser (compiler), Mike Jones, Linn Nordsiden, Jerry 
Probst, Jerry VonEhwegen (6) 

Scottsbluff Henry Armknecht, Elliott Bedows, Bob DeLara, Kathy DeLara, 
Stephen J. Dinsmore, Dean Drawbaugh, Phyllis Drawbaugh, Ann Duey, Paul 
Dunbar, Lonnie Frimann, Robin Harding, Charlotte Herrell, Helen Hughson, Alice 
Kenitz (compiler), Peter Kondrashev, Brad McKinney, Connie McKinney, Kay 
Niyo, Lanny Randolph, Tommie Rogers, Ruben Siegfried, Ross Silcock (22) 



2004-05 CBC Site Data 



Date 

Species 

Individuals 

Observers 

Low Temp 

High Temp 

Sky (am/pm) 

Rain 

Snow 

Beaver Valley 

2 Jan 05 

30 

497 

2 

13 

34 

partly cloudy/clear 

none 

none 

Branched Oak-Seward 

19 Dec 

76 

6,892 

16 

3 

22 

cloudy/partly cloudy 

none 

none 

Calamus-Loup 

1 Jan 05 

49 

28,830 

12 

15 

35 

cloudy/cloudy 

light 

none 

Crawford 

20 Dec 

30 

1,044 

4 

22 

42 

cloudy/partly cloudy 

none 

none 

DeSoto-Boyer 

19 Dec 

55 

18,461 

23 

-1 

16 

clear 

none 

none 

Grand Island 

18 Dec 

64 

42,095 

15 + 3 

31 

47 

clear/partly cloudy 

none 

none 

Lake McConaughy 

19 Dec 

100 

16,018 

15 + 17 

18 

48 

partly cloudy 

none 

none 

Lincoln 

18 Dec 

55 

10,273 

29 

31 

49 

partly cloudy 

none 

none 

Norfolk 

18 Dec 

55 

14,990 

19 

20 

32 

cloudy/cloudy 

none 

light 

Omaha 

18 Dec 

62 

17,661 

36 

34 

47 

pt. cloudy/cloudy 

none 

none 

Ponca 

27 Dec 

43 

1.856 

6 

17 

35 

partly cloudy 

none 

none 

Scottsbluff 

18 Dec 

77 

22,791 

22 

26 

48 

clear/clear 

none 

none 



131 

181,408 

199 + 20 







Observers at Grand Island and Lake McConaughy include 3 and 17 feeder watchers, respectively. 
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2004 - 2005 Christmas Bird Counts 





Beaver 

Valley 

Br. Oak Calamus Crawford 
Seward Loup 

DeSoto 

Boyer 

Grand 

Island 

Lake 

McC 

Lincoln 

Norfolk 

Omaha 

Ponca 

Scotts- 

bluff 

Total 

Gr. White-fronted Goose 

. 

35 

_ 

_ 

. 

4 

_ 

. 

. 

. 

_ 

. 

39 

Snow Goose 

- 

100 

- 

- 

365 

1 

1 

1 

601 

2,600 

- 

1 

3,672 

Ross's Goose 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

3 

Canada Goose 

- 

2,557 

267 

- 

2,079 

3,123 

2,416 

3,431 

739 

3,487 

- 

3,840 

21,939 

Cackling Goose 

- 

37 

7 

- 

- 


16 

- 

1 

5 


4 

70 

goose sp 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

, 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Trumpeter Swan 

- 

- 

cw 

- 

6 

- 

1 

- 

0 

1 

- 

. 

8 

Gadwall 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

77 

- 

’ 

1 

- 

70 

153 

American Wigeon 

- 

5 

. 

. 

_ 

. 

130 

_ 

. 

_ 

_ 

684 

819 

American Black Duck 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Mallard 

52 

520 

2,209 

14 

2,504 

2,171 

1.110 

1,222 

2,085 

186 

155 

1 1,882 

24.110 

Northern Shoveler 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

15 

Northern Pintail 

. 

cw 

cw 

_ 

_ 

. 

1 

_ 

1 

. 

. 

68 

70 

Green-winged Teal 

- 

1 

4 

- 

- 

2 

75 

2 

. 

10 

- 

30 

124 

Casvasback 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20 

- 

- 

. 

. 

. 

20 

Redhead 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

81 

- 

- 

cw 

- 

5 

87 
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2004 - 2005 Christmas Bird Counts 

Beaver Br. Oak Calamus Crawford DeSoto Grand Lake Lincoln Norfolk Omaha Ponca Scotts- 
Valley Seward Loup Boyer Island McC bluf 


Ring-necked Duck 

- 

- 

- 

■ 

- 

Greater Scaup 

- 

- 

- 

- 

■ 

Lesser Scaup 

- 

- 

- 

- 

■ 

White-winged Scoter 

- 

• 

* 

■ 


Bufflehead 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Common Goldeneye 

- 

30 

327 

- 

68 

Barrow's Goldeneye 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Hooded Merganser 

- 

10 

■ 

■ 

‘ 

Common Merganser 

- 

192 

L048 

- 

2 

Red-breasted Merganser 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ruddy Duck 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Mallard x N. Shoveler 

- 

■ 

* 

‘ 


Mallard x N. Pintail 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

C. Goldeneye x H. Merg. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

duck sp. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

96 

Ring-necked Pheasant 

1 

14 

2 

7 

25 


. 

119 

. 

- 

- 

- 

4 

123 

. 

530 

. 

. 

- 

- 

53 

583 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 


148 

. 

. 

. 

- 

5 

155 

25 

704 

10 

- 

244 

32 

339 

1,779 


1 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

3 

4 

- 

12 

- 

- 

cw 

- 

1 

23 


3.956 

10 

_ 

44 

22 

3 

5,277 

_ 

47 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

47 

- 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

" 

1 

1 

. 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

_ 

. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 


. 

_ 

. 

- 

- 

- 

96 

34 

1 

9 

38 

- 

36 

13 

180 
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2004 - 2005 Christmas Bird Counts 


UJ 

On 



Beaver 

Valley 

Br. Oak Cal am us Crawford 
Seward Loup 

DeSoto 

Boyer 

Grand 

Island 

Lake 

McC 

Lincoln 

Norfolk 

Omaha 

Ponca 

Scotts- 

bluff 

Total 

Sharp-tailed Grouse 


_ 

40 

_ 

. 

- 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

48 

Greater Prairie-Chicken 

9 

- 

53 

- 

- 

- 

15 

- 

- 

- 

7 

- 

84 

Wild Turkey 

- 

9 

237 

24 

444 

484 

2 

- 

12 

105 

- 

50 

1.367 

Northern Bobwhite 

- 

17 

68 

8 

- 

4 


- 

1 

- 

- 

* 

98 

Common Loon 

. 

. 


- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Pied-billed Grebe 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Horned Grebe 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Western Grebe 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20 

Clark's Grebe 

- 

- 

. 

. 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

American White Pelican 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

5 

Great Blue Heron 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

5 

3 

5 

3 

- 

- 

12 

29 

Osprey 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

* 

- 

- 

1 

Bald Eagle 

5 

1 

69 

3 

80 

27 

70 

- 

16 

44 

8 

18 

341 

Northern Harrier 

1 

1 

1 


4 

10 

10 

2 

2 


4 

4 

39 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

1 

3 

cw 

- 

2 

4 

3 

1 

2 

5 

1 

1 

23 

Cooper's Hawk 

- 

- 

l 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

3 

0 

1 

2 

10 
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2004 - 2005 Christmas Bird Counts 



Beaver 

Valley 

Br. Oak Cat am usC raw ford 
Seward Loup 

DeSoto 

Boyer 

Grand 

Island 

Lake 

McC 

Lincoln 

Norfolk 

Omaha 

Ponca 

Scotts- 

biuff 

Total 

Goshawk 

. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

accipiter sp. 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Red-tailed Hawk 

9 

33 

5 

2 

62 

35 

22 

30 

45 

68 

22 

28 

361 

Ferruginous Hawk 

- 

■ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

- 


- 

- 

- 

5 

Rough-legged Hawk 

4 

3 

4 

- 

2 

6 

3 

1 

6 

0 

6 

1 

36 

Buteo sp. 

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

Golden Eagle 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

5 

American Kestrel 

- 

7 

2 

- 

13 

34 

20 

9 

1 1 

7 

6 

25 

134 

Merlin 

1 

2 

1 

. 

1 

. 

. 

. 

- 

1 

- 

2 

8 

Prairie Falcon 

- 

cw 

- 

2 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

6 

Virginia Rail 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

American Coot 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

81 

5 

- 

- 

- 

80 

167 

Killdeer 

_ 

cw 


. 

. 

3 

8 

- 

. 

- 

- 


1 1 

Wilson's Snipe 

- 

1 

3 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

8 

Franklin's Gull 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Ring-billed Gull 

- 

66 

1,500 

- 

- 

- 

992 

614 

- 

5 

- 

23 

3,200 


u-> 
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2004 - 2005 Christmas Bird Counts 


oo 



Beaver 

Valley 

Br. Oak Calamus Crawford 
Seward Loup 

DeSoto 

Boyer 

Grand 

Island 

California Gull 

_ 

. 

. 




Herring Gull 

- 

77 

314 

. 

. 

. 

Thayer's Gull 

- 

- 

. 

. 

. 

. 

Iceland Gull 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Glaucous Gull 

. 






Great Black-backed Gull 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

. 

_ 

gull sp. 

- 

- 


- 

. 


Rock Pigeon 

56 

171 

- 

39 

288 

454 

Eurasian Collared-Dove 

_ 

7 

. 

5 


42 

Mourning Dove 

- 

15 

- 

. 

1 

_ 

Eastern Screech-Owl 

- 

1 

. 

_ 

8 

1 1 

Great Horned Owl 

1 

4 

2 

- 

6 

4 

Barred Owl 

_ 

1 



6 


Long-eared Owl 

- 

10 

. 

- 

. 

2 

Short-eared Owl 

- 

- 

. 

. 

_ 

_ 

Belted Kingfisher 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

5 


Lake 

McC 

Lincoln 

Norfolk 

Omaha 

Ponca 

Scotts- 

bluff 

Total 

44 

. 

. 

. 

_ 

. 

44 

160 

12 

- 

- 

- 

1 

564 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1 

- 


- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

. 

3 

121 

229 

264 

381 

12 

242 

2,257 

17 

- 

. 

_ 

. 

4 

75 

1 

51 

2 

1 7 

1 

82 

170 

2 

- 

3 

1 

2 

1 

29 

6 

2 

6 

- 

3 

3 

37 

- 

1 

1 

2 

2 

. 

13 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

14 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

7 

7 

3 

6 

1 

4 

36 
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2004 - 2005 Christmas Bird Counts 

Beaver Br. Oak Calamus Crawford DeSoto Grand Lake Lincoln Norfolk Omaha Ponca Scotts- 



Valley 

Seward 

Loup 

Red-headed Woodpecker 

_ 

1 

. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 

1 

37 

3 

Yellow-bel. Sapsucker 

- 

1 

. 

Downy Woodpecker 

3 

47 

16 

Hairy Woodpecker 

3 

16 

3 

Northern Flicker 

8 

44 

15 

Loggerhead Shrike 

1 

. 

. 

Northern Shrike 

- 

4 

3 

Blue Jay 

3 

68 

4 

Black-billed Magpie 

- 

. 

- 

American Crow 

17 

255 

8.568 

Horned Lark 


54 

200 

Black-capped Chickadee 

1 1 

11 

18 

Mountain Chickadee 

. 

_ 

_ 

Tufted Titmouse 

- 

. 

. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 

4 

17 

1 



Boyer 

Island 

McC 


- 

88 

5 

4 

15 

- 

1 

- 

- 

5 

1 

112 

17 

23 

45 

1 

14 

2 

2 

9 

1 

139 

37 

47 

10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1 

4 

6 

4 

1 

88 

12 

15 

39 

10 

- 

10 

32 

. 

9 

171 

53 

17 

134 

10 

411 

23 

517 

6 

15 

187 

6 

27 

27 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

14 

- 

- 

. 

3 

- 

2 

27 

13 


bluff 


- 

28 

- 

- 

29 

24 

98 

14 

1 

290 

- 

1 

- 

- 

8 

24 

81 

10 

15 

394 

6 

12 

6 

3 

77 

26 

59 

22 

54 

462 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

33 

30 

46 

20 

80 

406 

5 

- 

1 

34 

92 

382 

181 

58 

25 

9,870 

33 

6 

1 

356 

1.617 

36 

275 

45 

41 

1 

699 

- 

52 

_ 

l 

1 

66 

2 

6 

- 

24 

99 


\D 
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2004 - 2005 Christmas Bird Counts 


-p^ 

o 


White-breasted Nuthatch 
Pygmy Nuthatch 
Brown Creeper 
Carolina Wren 

Winter Wren 
Marsh Wren 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 

Eastern Bluebird 
Mountain Bluebird 
Townsend's Solitaire 
Hermit Thrush 

American Robin 
Northern Mockingbird 
Brown Thrasher 
European Starling 


Beaver 

Valley 

Br. Oak Calamus Crawford 
Seward Loup 

DeSoto 

Boyer 

Grand 

Island 

Lake 

McC 

Lincoln 

Norfolk 

Omaha 

Ponca 

Scotts- 

bluff 

Total 

7 

40 

7 

6 

77 

1 1 

10 

30 

20 

125 

12 

3 

348 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

7 

2 

3 

- 

- 

5 

4 

8 

22 

1 

11 

. 

1 

57 

" 

cw 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

5 

- 


7 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

. 

_ 

. 

_ 

1 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

1 

. 

. 

. 

_ 

5 

1 

9 

- 

- 

33 

- 

18 

8 

3 

8 

- 

- 

80 


' 

■ 


* 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

cw 

1 

- 

22 

- 

- 

53 

1 

- 

. 

. 

64 

12 


152 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 


. 

. 

3 

- 

5 

4 

6 

1 

- 

140 

- 

- 

- 

- 

67 

223 


1 

■ 

■ 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

44 

73 

10,216 


3,847 

251 

619 

9 

25 

172 

1 

600 

62 

15,918 

1 

42 

1 

210 

308 

205 

4,511 

33,207 

1,148 

3,126 

8,687 

7,397 

288 

2,126 

1 

61,255 
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2004 - 2005 Christmas Bird Counts 


Beaver Br. Oak Cal am us Crawford DeSoto Grand Lake Lincoln Norfolk Omaha Ponca Scotts- Total 


Bohemian Waxwing 

Valley 

Seward 

Loup 

225 

Boyer 

Cedar Waxwing 

- 

11 l 

1,742 

- 

35 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Spotted Towhee 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

American Tree Sparrow^ 

83 

434 

360 

65 

795 

Song Sparrow 

- 

7 

- 

- 

13 

White-throated Sparrow 

- 

cw 

- 

- 

- 

Harris's Sparrow 

- 

7 

- 

- 

6 

White-crowned Sparrow- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

sparrow sp. 

- 

38 

- 

- 

10 

Dark-eyed Junco 

- 

378 

163 

65 

798 

Lapland Longspur 

- 

5 

4 

- 

3 

Northern Cardinal 

1 

134 

15 

- 

1 73 

Red-winged Blackbird 

- 

140 

85 

- 

125 

Western Meadowlark 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

meadow lark sp. 

- 

10 

- 

- 

16 


land 

McC 

237 





bluff 

100 

562 

82 

385 

63 

12 

50 

27 

30 

2,537 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

4 

58 

116 

1 16 

177 

76 

154 

172 

2,606 

27 

24 

- 

3 

3 

- 

13 

90 

- 

- 

1 

- 

4 

- 

- 

5 

8 

13 

6 

1 

1 1 

~ 

- 

52 

2 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 


53 

58 

. 

. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

48 

168 

425 

387 

290 

437 

134 

287 

3,532 

- 

15 

- 

- 

- 

- 

67 

94 

27 

20 

57 

29 

173 

36 

5 

670 

357 

4 

8 

73 

3 

- 

503 

1.298 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

55 

8 

24 

cw 

20 

- 

43 

176 
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4 ^ 

to 


Rusty Blackbird 
Brewer's Blackbird 
Common Grackle 
Great-tailed Grackle 

Brown-headed Cowbird 
blackbird sp. 

Pine Grosbeak 
Purple Finch 
Cassin's Finch 

House Finch 
Red Crossbill 
Pine Siskin 
American Goldfinch 
House Sparrow' 

TOTAL SPECIES 


Beaver 

Valley 

Br. Oak CalamusCrawford 
Seward Loup 

DeSoto 

Boyer 

Grand 

Island 

Lake 

McC 

Lincoln 

Norfolk 

Omaha 

Ponca 

Scotts- 

bluff 

Total 

- 

- 

1 

. 


24 


. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

25 

1 

, 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

. 

2 

. 

_ 

. 

. 

_ 

_ 

1 

8 



1 1 

33 

25 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

58 

- 

17 

5 

- 

9 

3 

25 

2 



21 

2 

- 

1 

82 

2 

27 

19 

67 

10 

33 

110 

220 

45 

7 

108 

2 

189 

837 

- 

91 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

91 

- 

6 

- 

91 

- 

- 

169 

7 

1 

1 

6 

148 

429 

- 

275 

753 

39 

231 

198 

235 

89 

265 

274 

70 

78 

2,507 

65 

322 

101 

172 

394 

820 

264 

299 

975 

613 

10 

532 

4,567 

30 

76 

49 

30 

55 

64 

100 

55 

55 

62 

43 

77 

131 

497 

6,892 

28,830 

1,044 

18.461 

42,095 

16.018 

10,273 

14,990 

17,661 

1856 

22,791 

181.408 


TOTAL INDIVIDUALS 
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SPRING FIELD REPORT, March-Mav 2005 

compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 


INTRODUCTION 

As is often the case, the spring season had something for everyone: potential 
range expansions, an incredible shorebird migration through the eastern Rainwater 
Basin, a scarcity of migrant warblers, and some genuinely rare birds. 

Timely spring rainfall transformed the Rainwater Basin, leaving large 
areas of sheetwater for migrant shorebirds and improving the attractiveness of 
wetlands, particularly renovated wetlands, to certain breeding species. 

Perhaps the most important bits of information we can record here are 
changes in breeding ranges or behavior. Of significance here is the second nesting 
record for Hooded Merganser, the increasing occurrence of Greater Prairie-Chickens at 
Rainwater Basin grasslands, the return of Mississippi Kites to Red Cloud, nesting 
Black-necked Stilts and American Avocets in the Rainwater Basin, discovery of 
Bam Owls in northeast Nebraska, expansion into the state of Scissor-tailed 
Flycatchers, possible breeding of Clark’s Nutcrackers on the Pine Ridge, the 
continued feeding of grackle and robin chicks by the Sioux Co Curve-billed Thrasher 
(now considered to be a Husker), increasing evidence of Spotted Towhee 
introgression at Schramm State Park, and extra-limital nestings of Pine Siskin. 

The shorebird migration through the Rainwater Basin was one for the ages, 
with record numbers of Hudsonian Godwits, Ruddy Turnstones, Dunlin, and Buff¬ 
breasted Sandpipers found. Numbers of other species were also high, and L 
McConaughy contributed with a record count of Whimbrels. 

On the other hand, migrant warblers were drastically lower in numbers, 
notably Nashville Warbler (8), Chestnut-sided Warbler (3), Magnolia Warbler (1), 
Black-throated Green Warbler (1), and Blackburnian Warbler (0). What this means 
will have to wait for a regional or national perspective. 

Rarities were in evidence also, with some real “zooties”: Black-bellied 
Whistling-Duck, Anhinga, Glossy Ibis, White-tailed Kite, Red Knot, Ruff, Little 
Gull, White-eyed Vireo (in Sioux Co, no less), and Connecticut Warbler. 


ABBREVIATIONS 

ADF: Arbor Day Farm, Otoe Co; 

BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co; 

Cem: Cemetery; 

CLNWR: Crescent L NWR, Garden Co; 

FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co; 

GPD: Gavins Point Dam, Cedar/Knox Cos; 
HCR: Harlan Co Res, Harlan Co; 

ICSP: Indian Cave SP: Nemaha/Richardson Cos; 
L: Lake; 

LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co; 
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LO: L Ogallala (+L Keystone), Keith Co; 
m.ob.: many observers; 

NC: Nature Center; 

NNF: Nebraska National Forest; 
tyWR: National Wildlife Refuge; 

PL: Pawnee L, Lancaster Co; 

Res: Reservoir; 

RWB: Rainwater Basin; 

eastern RWB mostly Fillmore, Clay and surrounding counties; 
western RWB mostly Phelps Co; 

SCP: Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co; 

SHP: State Historical Park; 

SL: Sewage Lagoon(s); 

SP: State Park; WMA: Wildlife Management Area (State); 

WP: Wilderness Park, Lincoln; 

WPA: Waterfowl Production Area (Federal); 

WSR: Wind Springs Ranch, Sioux Co. 


GAZETTEER: 

Buckskin Hills: WMA, Dixon Co; 

Burchard L: WMA, Pawnee Co; 

Calamus Res: SRA/WMA, Garfield/Loup Cos; 

Harvard Marsh: WPA, Clay Co; 

Kiowa: WMA, Scotts Bluff Co; 

L Minatare: Scotts Bluff Co; 

Monroe Canyon: Sioux Co; 

Oliver Res: Kimball Co; 

Pine Ridge: Ponderosa Pine-covered escarpment in northwest Nebraska; 
Platte River SP: Cass Co; 

Ponca SP: Dixon Co; 

Schramm SP: Sarpy Co; 

Smith L: WMA, Sheridan Co; 

Swanson Res: SRA/WMA, Hitchcock Co; 

Wildcat Hills NC: Scotts Bluff Co; 

Wilkins WPA: Fillmore Co. 


OBSERVERS 

AB: Aaron Brees, Ames, IA; 

AG: Alan Grenon, Seattle, WA; 

AH: Alice Heckman, Kearney; 

AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering; 

AR: Alice Rumery, Kearney; 

ARy: Allen Reyer, Bellevue; 

AS: Audrey Sterkel, Sidney; 

BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City; 
BG: Betty Grenon, Bellevue; 

B&LP: Babs & Loren Padelford, Bellevue; 
CC: Carol Carpenter, Verdon; 
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CG: Carlos Grandes, Geneva y Espafta; 

CH: Carolyn Hall, Bassett; 

CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue; 

CT: Chris Thody, Lincoln; 

DC: Dave Crawford, Bellevue; 

DG: Dianne Guinn, Omaha; 

DK: Dan Kim, Grand Island; 

D&CN: Don & Colleen Noecker, Albion; 

D&JP: Don and Jan Paseka, Ames; 

DSt: Dave Stage, Elkhom; 

EB: Elliott Bedows, Bellevue; 

EBa: Elaine Bachel, Lincoln; 

ECT: Edna Claire Thomas, Morrill; 

E&JM: Elizabeth & Jerry Mulliken, Nickerson; 
EM: Eric McFadden, Bellevue; 

EV: Eric Volden, Kearney; 

G&WH: Glen & Wanda Hoge, Alma; 

GSt: Greg Stoiber, Bellevue; 

GW: Gertrude Wood, York; 

HH: Heidi Hughes, Alda; 

HKH: Helen K. Hughson, Mitchell; 

JC: Jamalee Clark, Gering; 

JDG: Jan De Garmo, Greenwood; 

JG: Joseph Gubanyi, Seward; 

JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Blair; 

JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield; 

JM: Jeff Meyer, Lincoln; 

JSt: Jon Strong, Omaha; 

JT: Jerry Toll, Omaha; 

JWH: John W. Hall, Omaha; 

KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell; 

KCR: Kathleen Crawford-Rose, Bellevue; 

KS: Kent Skaggs, Kearney; 

LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln; 

LF: Lonnie Frimann, Mitchell; 

L&CF: Laurence & Carol Falk, Nebraska City; 
LO: Linda Ollinger, Wilsonville; 

LR: Lanny Randolph, Gibbon; 

MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton; 

MC: Marcia Claesson, Lincoln; 

MH: Mace Hack, Lincoln; 

MUs: Moni Usasz, Lincoln; 

NB: Norma Brockmoller, Winside; 

NMV: Nora Mae Vance, Scottsbluff; 

NP: Neva Pruess, Lincoln; 

NR: Neal Ratzlaff, Omaha; 

PAJ: Paul A. Johnsgard, Lincoln; 

P&DD: Phyllis & Dean Drawbaugh, Scottsbluff; 
PDu: Paul Dunbar, Hastings; 

PEL: Paul Lehman, Cape May, NJ; 

PK: Peter Kondrashov, Maryville, MO; 

PM: Paul Myers, Raymond; 
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PS: Phil Swanson, Omaha; 

RB: Roland Barth, Bellevue; 

RE: Rick Eades, Lincoln; 

RG: Ruth Green, Bellevue; 

RH: Robin Harding, Gibbon; 

RW: Rick Wright, Tucson, AZ; 

RZ: Ric Zarwell, Lansing, IA; 

SG: Steve Griffaw, St. Charles, MO; 

SJ: Stephen Jones, Boulder, CO; 

SJD: Stephen J. Dinsmore, Starkville, MS; 
SM: Sue Mattix, Omaha; 

TEL: Thomas E. Labedz, Lincoln; 

TJW: T.J. Walker, Brady; 

TS: Tom Stehn, Austwell, TX; 

TR: Tommie Rogers, Mound City, MO; 
UL: Urban Lehner, Omaha; 

WF: William Flack, Tucson, AZ; 

WM: Wayne Mollhoff, Ashland; 

WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, IA. 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Black-bellied Whistling-Duck: A belated report was of 4 adults on a farm pond in 
Lancaster Co 22-24 May, 2004 (PM, details). This is the 4th documented 
record for Nebraska. 

Greater White-fronted Goose: Best count was only 2500, in Butler Co 23 Mar 
(D&JP); stragglers were reported through 15 May, when one was in Douglas 
Co (JT). Rare in the Panhandle, 2 at Berggren Pond, Scotts Bluff Co, 30 
Apr were unexpected (AK). 

Snow Goose: Best count was an excellent 100,000 in Dixon Co 12 Mar (JJ); as 
many as 40 were still at Harvard Marsh 10 May (PDu) and 26 at HCR 26 
May (G&WH). Of 4 neck-collared geese reported from Mormon Island 
Crane Refuge, Hall Co, 3 Mar (CG), 2 white birds were from Queen Maud 
Sanctuary in north-central Canada, where all are white, and a blue bird and a 
white bird were from Baffin and Southampton Islands, in the eastern part of 
the breeding range, where both blue and white birds occur. 

Ross’s Goose: Best count was 150 between Grand Island and Clay Center 22 Mar 
(PEL), and last were 3 at Harvard Marsh 10 May (PDu) and an adult at LM 
16 May (SJD,AB). 

Canada Goose: Some 30,000 were estimated in the central Platte River Valley 20 
Mar, most large forms (WRS,TR,PK), and 200 of 500 in Kearney Co 3 Mar 
were parvipes (JSt). Kiowa hosted 15 “families” 22 May (KD). 

Cackling Goose: Reports were statewide through 30 Apr, including a single in 
Scotts Bluff Co (AK), and a high count of 1000 in the central Platte Valley 
3 Mar (PAJ). Singles at Schramm SP 29 May (WRS) and at Harvard Marsh 
30 May (PDu) were likely injured. 

Trumpeter Swan: Intriguing were 5 unmarked immatures near Syracuse 19-20 Feb 
(JDG) and presumably later at Burchard L, 20-26 Mar (TEL,RW); they may 
have also been seen at Schick L, McPherson Co, where 5 immatures were 
noted 7 Apr (TJW). Away from the Sandhills, 2 were at Czechland L, 
Saunders Co, 23 Mar (D&JP) and one was in Boone Co 2 Apr (D&CN). 
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Four nesting pairs were seen in the western Sandhills 15-26 May 
(SJD,EB,TJW). 

Wood Duck: Rather early were 2 in Lincoln Co 4 Mar (TJW) and singles at BOL 
and in Saunders Co 5 Mar (LE). 

Gadwall: A hen and brood were at Scottsbluff SL 13 May (KD); one in Douglas Co 
27 May (JT) was rather late. 

Eurasian Wigeon: The only report was of a male and apparent (“brownish”) female 
at North Platte SL 7-13 Apr (TJW); recent years have seen fewer reports. 

American Wigeon: Routine reports. 

American Black Duck: None were reported. 

Mallard: Routine reports. 

Blue-winged Teal: Best count was a spring record 2500 at Harvard Marsh 30 Apr 
(JGJ). 

Cinnamon Teal: Kiowa is the best place to see this species in Nebraska; 15-20 were 
there 9 Apr (AK). Of about 30 reported, easternmost were 3 in the eastern 
RWB 15 Apr, 3 May, and 22-23 May (PDu,JGJ), where it has been scarce in 
recent dry years. Male hybrids with Blue-winged Teal were at the Alda 
Bridge, Hall Co, 20-26 Mar (PEL,GSt) and at LM 16 May (SJD,AB). 

Northern Shoveler: “Thousands” were at North Platte SL 13-21 Apr (TJW), a 
known staging area for the species. 

Northern Pintail: Routine reports. 

Green-winged Teal: Routine reports. 

Canvasback: Routine reports. 

Redhead: Routine reports. 

Ring-necked Duck: Routine reports. 

Greater Scaup: Of 58 reported statewide 3 Mar-15 Apr, a good tally of 40 was at 
Sherman Res, Sherman Co, 19 Mar (WRS,TR,PK). 

Lesser Scaup: Routine reports. 

Common Goldeneye: Routine reports. 

Bufflehead: Routine reports. 

Hooded Merganser: Very exciting was apparently the 2nd confirmed breeding 
record for Nebraska since 1915, a female and 9 young photographed at ADF 
20 May; 7 young remained 26 May, and the observers believed the birds 
used a wood duck box (L&CF; photos). The other record was of 4 
unaccompanied day-old young that were raised and released near Waterloo in 
1997. 

Common Merganser: Routine reports. 

Red-breasted Merganser: An excellent spring count was the 54 at GPD 12 Mar 
(BFH). 

Ruddy Duck: The “thousands” at North Platte SL 21-30 Apr (TJW) were a record 
spring count. 

Gray Partridge: Most recent records from the traditional population in the northeast 
have come from the area from Holt to Wayne Cos; this spring about 16 
sightings in that area were reported (MB,NB), more than usual. The other, 
more localized, population is in Sioux Co, where 5 were at WSR 14 Apr 
(HKH). 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Routine reports. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Mixed leks with Greater Prairie-Chickens are apparently 
rather common in the southern and eastern Sandhills; leks with a distinct 
minority of Sharp-tailed Grouse were near Loup City (4 grouse-14 chickens; 
WRS,TR,PK), Winnetoon (2-27; MB), and in McPherson Co (TJW). 
Hybrids were noted at Winnetoon (MB) and in McPherson Co (TJW); the 
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latter looked like a sharp-tail in front and a prairie-chicken from the back, 
sounded like a sage grouse, and was displaying by itself in a winter wheat 
field (TJW). Surprisingly far east was an apparent non-hybrid Sharp-tail at 
Buckskin Hills 9 Apr (BFH). 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: Significant is the increasing number of sightings in the 
eastern RWB recently. It seems these birds are adapting to wetlands 
surrounded by extensive grassland, not necessarily native, although one lek 
had 22 birds displaying on the muddy edge of Hultine WPA, Clay Co, near 
some ducks (JGJ), and another had birds displaying by the water at Prairie 
Dog WMA (AG,BG). Small numbers were noted regularly during May in 
the Rauscher WPA-Wilkins WPA area of the eastern RWB (JGJ,WRS). The 
southeast Nebraska population is doing well; 35 were counted on a lek near 
Vesta 20 Mar (TEL), and 95 were in Johnson and Pawnee Cos 9 Apr (CNK). 
In McPherson Co 17 Apr, 77 were counted during a survey (TJW). 
Easternmost were 8 at Buckskin Hills 9 Apr (BFH). 

Wild Turkey: Rare in the eastern RWB, a female and a displaying male were noted 
in separate locations 21 May (JGJ,WRS). A nest with 11 eggs was found in 
a Bellevue yard 2 May (ARy). 

Northern Bobwhite: Considered noteworthy at the locations were 2 west of 
Creighton 31 Mar (MB) and one at Buckskin Hills 9 Apr, the first “after a 
long absence” (BFH). 

Common Loon: About 14 were reported statewide, beginning rather early on 26 
Mar at BOL (D&JP,LE), through 31 May (SJ); the latter was at Smith L. 

Pied-billed Grebe: A good count was 34 at Conestoga L, Lancaster Co, 10 Apr 
(MUs). 

Horned Grebe: One at Niobrara Marsh, Knox Co, 5 Mar (MB) was 4th earliest on 
record. 

Eared Grebe: Routine reports. 

Western Grebe: Easternmost and rather early were 5 at Niobrara Marsh, Knox Co, 
16 Apr (MB). 

Clark’s Grebe: The only report was of 7 at LM 16 May (SJD,AB). 

American White Pelican: The 126 at LM 5 Mar (CNK) had to be record-setting 
early migrants, and also rather early were 42 at Sutherland Res 11 Mar 
(TJW); previous early dates where wintering birds were not noted were 7, 8, 
and 9 Mar. A good spring count was 1202 at LM 16 May (SJD,AB). 

Double-crested Cormorant: Routine reports. 

Anhinga: A major surprise was a flyover single seen by experienced observers who 
had stopped to look at hawks overhead at ICSP 30 Apr (B&LP, details; 
CNK). This is the 3rd spring record, all in the period 27 Apr-5 May; there is 
one fall record. 

American Bittern: The 6 at Harvard Marsh 30 Apr (JGJ) was an excellent count. 

Least Bittern: The only report of this rare but regular spring migrant was of 2 in 
small marsh on the south side of the Elkhom River just north of Meadow 
Grove in Madison Co 31 May (MB). 

Great Blue Heron: Breeding activity was noted at Red Willow Res, Frontier Co 
(TJW), at Kruegers L, Cheyenne Co (AS), 3 miles east of Hemy (P&DD), 
and north of Mitchell (AK). The two Scotts Bluff Co sites were the largest, 
with 10-12 nests at each. 

Great Egret: Routine reports. 

Snowy Egret: One in Hayes Co 17 Apr (WF) was rather early. Rare westward, one 
was at LO 16 May (SJD,AB). 
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Little Blue Heron: The only report of this rare spring migrant was of an adult in 
Douglas Co 12 May (JT). 

Cattle Egret: This species was widely reported in good numbers from 10 Apr 
(PDu); best counts were an excellent 60 at Harvard Marsh 30 Apr (JGJ) and 
35 in Hall, Buffalo, and Dawson Cos 12 May (TJW). 

Green Heron: Routine reports. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: Routine reports. 

Glossy Ibis: This species is increasing in frequency on the Great Plains in spring. 
Sightings of 1-2 birds closely-observed at Harvard Marsh 15 Apr (PDu) 
through 26 May (JGJ,WRS,RE) were intriguing; these birds were usually 
not associated with White-faced Ibises and showed no sign of hybrid 
characters (JGJ, WRS). Singles observed at Mallard Haven WPA, Fillmore 
Co, 3 May (JGJ) and Trumbull Basin, Adams Co, 19 May (JGJ) were likely 
different birds; if so, these are the 5th-7th documented spring records for this 
species, with the first as recent as 1999. 

White-faced Ibis: Earliest of many found statewide was a bird reported as “ibis sp.” 
rather early on 13 Apr near Gibbon (AG,BG) with 11 (7 reported as “ibis 
sp.”) in the eastern RWB following closely 15 Apr (PDu,AG,BG). Best 
count was 34 at Waco WPA, York Co, 26 May (RE). 

Turkey Vulture: Arrival was rather early, with singles in Bellevue 3 Mar (B&LP) 
and 4 Mar (EB) and in Omaha 4 Mar (JSt). Earliest dates are in the last few 
days of Feb. A good count was the 51 at Ponca SP 26 May (B&LP). 

Osprey: Routine reports. 

White-tailed Kite: An adult was carefully studied at close range at BOL 17 Apr 
(LE). This is only the 4th documented record for the state, but more are 
expected as this species is being reported more frequently on the Great 
Plains. 

Mississippi Kite: Birds had returned to both known breeding sites in the state, 
Ogallala 15 May (KS) and, for the second year. Red Cloud 29 May (KS). 

Bald Eagle: Nest sites were re-occupied near Odessa 18 Mar (AH) and in Dodge Co 
9 Apr (TJW,D&JP). Immatures that are probably regionally-hatched are more 
often seen later in spring as breeding pairs increase in the state; 2 were near 
Schuyler 13 May (LE) and one was at Ponca SP 26-28 May (B&LP). 

Northern Harrier: Routine reports. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: An adult in Monroe Canyon 18 May (SJD)was of interest 
in that breeding has occurred there previously. 

Cooper’s Hawk: A pair built a nest in a Bellevue yard 25 Mar but crows took it 
over and nested there instead (B&LP). 

Red-shouldered Hawk: At least one bird was reported from the traditional breeding 
site at FF 23 Mar-tO Apr (B&LP,EB,RB), and another was nearby in 
Bellevue 13 Apr (ARy). Of interest at a potential new breeding site, which 
would be only the second for the state, were the 2 reports from Neale Woods 
of single birds 27 Mar (NR,CNK) and 10 Apr (CNK). 

Broad-winged Hawk: Some 17 birds were reported from the eastern half of the 
state 17 Apr (JT,GSt) through 15 May (SJD). One at Schramm SP 29 May 
may have been a local breeder (WRS). 

Swainson’s Hawk: One at North Platte 31 Mar (TJW) was rather early. Best count 
was only 25, in Lincoln Co 14 Apr (TJW). 

Red-tailed Hawk: An adult was incubating in Sarpy Co 13 Mar (RB), and 2 nests 
in Harlan Co fledged young rather early on 22 May (G&WH). Last harlani 
reported was rather late in Dixon Co 13 Apr (JJ) and last krideri on the 
Sarpy-Cass Cos line 24 Mar (RW). 
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Ferruginous Hawk: Routine reports. 

Rough-legged Hawk: Routine reports. 

Golden Eagle: Young in a nest at WSR were getting juvenile feathers by 31 May 
(HKH). 

American Kestrel: Of 4 nest boxes in western Douglas Co, 2 had incubating 
females with 3 and 5 eggs 23 Apr (DSt). 

Merlin: A bit tardy for the easterly locations were singles in Seward Co 9 May (JG) 
and in Garfield Co 14 May (NR). 

Prairie Falcon: Routine reports. 

Peregrine Falcon: One in downtown Fremont 22 Mar(JSt) may have been a very 
early migrant or, perhaps more likely, a visitor from Omaha, whereas one in 
Lincoln 25 Mar was likely a resident bird (RE). 

Virginia Rail: Routine reports. 

Sora: Singles were rather early on 17 Apr in both Sarpy Co (JT) and Hayes Co 
(WF). A fall-out was noted at North Lake Basin WMA, Seward Co, 15 May, 
when 51 were flushed from about 150 yards of grassy roadside edge 
(JGJ,WRS). 

American Coot: About 10 pairs were nesting at North Lake Basin WMA, Seward 
Co, 26 May (JGJ). 

Sandhill Crane: Peak count “estimated by locals” was 310,000 in the central Platte 
Valley 1 Apr (RZ). Good westerly counts were the 40-50,000 in the 
Lewellen area 5 Mar (CNK) and 20,000 in the Hershey area 10 Mar (TJW). 
Of interest was the 150 at a potential roost site along the Republican River 
in Dundy Co where clearing work is proposed (TJW). Rare in the east, 3 
sightings this spring brought the total to only 19: 8 flew over Gage Co 12 
Mar (LE), 100 were over Dodge Co 18 Mar (D&JP), and 5 were over BOL 
26 Mar (D&JP). Last were 12 at Kiowa 28 May (AK). 

Whooping Crane: A juvenile with Sandhill Cranes just east of Grand Island 28 
Mar-2 Apr was believed to be the lone juvenile that wintered with Sandhill 
Cranes about 75 miles north of Aransas, Texas (fide TS). Six adults were in 
the RWB 5-6 Apr (fide TS). 

Black-bellied Plover: Best count was a remarkable 613 in the eastern RWB 18 
May, including single-location counts of 207 in flooded fields nearKenesaw 
(PDu), 176 at Wilkins WPA (JGJ), and 165 at Griess WPA, Fillmore Co 
(JGJ). 

American Golden-Plover: Second-earliest ever was one at Harvard Marsh 20 Mar 
(PEL,PDu). Flooded fields in Butler Co yielded several good shorebird 
counts this spring; 40-56 golden-plovers were reported there 22 Apr (MB) 
through 15 May (D&JP,LR,RH,B&LP). 

Snowy Plover: The only report was from LM, where 8 were found 16 May 
(SJD,AB). Several pairs bred there last year. 

Semipalmated Plover: Record numbers were at Harvard Marsh, with 300 there 10 
May (PDu) and 257 on 30 Apr (JGJ). 

Piping Plover: A record single-location count for the RWB was 19 at Harvard 
Marsh 30 Apr (JGJ). As of 16 May, some 137 had returned to LM 
(SJD,AB). Following discovery of nesting at L Minatare for the first time in 
2004, a displaying male was seen there 17 May (SJD,AB) and 4 birds were 
present 19 May (KD). On 20 May, a nest with 2 eggs was found there (KD); 
one adult was banded (right- green over orange; left- white). However, due 
to rising water, the eggs were moved to LM 28 May (fide KD). Reports were 
received from traditional eastern breeding locations also (MB,B&LP,WRS). 

Killdeer: Routine reports. 
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Mountain Plover: The only report was of one at a regular location south of Kimball 

17 May (SJD,AB). 

Black-necked Stilt: Following the surprising sightings of 4 individuals in the 
eastern RWB 13-19 May (JGJ), a bigger surprise was 2 at Harvard Marsh 18 
May (EV) and then 6 birds there acting defensively 20 May (PDu), Two days 
later 2 nests were found, one with a single egg (JGJ,WRS), but on 30 May 
there was one nest with 4 eggs and only 2 adults present (PDu). (Stay tuned 
for the Summer Report). An additional 2 birds were in York Co 23 May 
(JGJ). 

American Avocet: Reports from the east were more numerous than usual, with good 
counts of 79 at Harvard Marsh 30 Apr (JGJ) and 40 at PL 22 Apr (JG). Most 
exciting was the discovery at Harvard Marsh of 2 pairs, one with a nest, but 
no eggs, 30 May (PDu). At Kiowa, a regular nesting site, the 12-15 nesting 
pairs 7 May were about half the number of last year (KD). 

Greater Yellowlegs: The 140 in Lincoln Co 13 Apr (TJW) was an excellent spring 
count. 

Lesser Yellowlegs: Two in Buffalo Co 19 Mar (CNK) and one at Harvard Marsh 22 
Mar (PDu) were rather early. 

Solitary Sandpiper: Rather early was one in Buffalo Co 26 Mar (UL) and rather 
late another in southeast Nebraska 28 May (SG). 

Willet: Routine reports. 

Spotted Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Upland Sandpiper: A good count was 20 in the North Platte area 21 May (TJW). 

Whimbrel: This spring had an amazing total of 109, all but one in the period 10-24 
May, as expected. One on the Platte River near Louisville 15 Apr (RE) was 
3rd-earliest ever and only the 5th for April. The record spring count of 70 at 
LM 16 May (SJD,AB; photos) was amazing. The 3 highest counts on record 
are all 15-16 May. Another excellent count was the 34 in the eastern RWB 

18 May, including 20 near Grafton (JGJ). Other reports were of singles at 
Harvard Marsh 10 May (PDu) and at Straight Water WMA, Seward Co, 15 
May (JGJ,WRS), and 2 at Wilkins WPA 24 May (JGJ). 

Long-billed Curlew: At the east edge of the summer range was one with Hudsonian 
Godwits (and thus likely a late migrant) in a wet pasture in Garfield Co 14 
May (G&WH). The sight of 3 curlews on a burnt field in Phelps Co 12 Apr 
(JSt) caused a few rapid heartbeats until the observer deftly (thankfully?) 
confirmed their identity as Long-billeds. 

Hudsonian Godwit: This was an amazing spring for this species. Beginning with a 
record-early single in Antelope Co 6 Apr (MB), many were reported in the 
eastern half of the state through 28 May, with 2 in Douglas Co (JT). No 
sooner was an incredible all-time eastern RWB high count of 1139 set 15-16 
May (JGJ,WRS; no duplicated sites), than a new single-location count of 
1033 was set at Freeman Lakes WPA, Seward Co, 20 May (JGJ). These 
counts were made at extensive sheetwater on renovated playa wetlands, which 
bodes well for the design and execution of the renovations. 

Marbled Godwit: A few stragglers occur into mid-May most years, but 8 in Clay 
Co as late as 22 May (JGJ,WRS) were a surprise. 

Ruddy Turnstone: Excellent numbers were found in the eastern RWB, peaking at 
59 on 19 May, including 42 at Wilkins WPA (JGJ). Total for the eastern 
RWB 15-26 May was about 104 (JGJ,PDu,WRS,EV), Elsewhere, one at LM 
16 May (SJD,AB) was only the 14th record for the western half of Nebraska. 
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Red Knot: The only report of this casual migrant was of 4 in breeding plumage at 
Springer WPA, Hamilton Co, 18 May (EV, details). This is only the 14th 
spring report, 10 of which are in the period 15-26 May. 

Sanderling: Excellent counts were 193 at LM 16 May (SJD,AB) and 106 along the 
Missouri River near Niobrara 18 May (MB). The 3 high spring counts are in 
the period 14-16 May at LM. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: Record early by 2 days were 15 in Buffalo Co 19 Mar 
(CNK). An amazing record spring count was the 3300 at Harvard Marsh 30 
Apr (JGJ); 2300 were there 10 May (PDu). Less common westward, 61 at 
LM 16 May (SJD,AB) was a good tally for the location. 

Western Sandpiper: A rare migrant in spring, the only reports were of one at 
Harvard Marsh 30 Apr (JGJ) and 3 there 10 May (PDu). It takes patience to 
find a Western among 330 Semipalmateds!! 

Least Sandpiper: Best count was 300 at Harvard Marsh 10 May (PDu). 

White-rumped Sandpiper: Another amazing “peep” count was the record 7000 
White-rumpeds that were present in eastern York Co 18-20 May (JGJ). Other 
good counts were the 1900 at Harvard Marsh 24 May (JGJ) and 1500 there 
30 May (PDu). 

Baird’s Sandpiper: Yet another record single-location count for the eastern RWB 
was the 6400 at Harvard Marsh 30 Apr (JGJ). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: A count of 150 in Fillmore Co 26 May was a surprisingly late 
spring peak for this species (JGJ), which usually peaks around 1 May. 

Dunlin: Good numbers were reported in the eastern half of the state 18 Apr (PDu) 
through the period, a total of about 143. Best counts were 50 near Kenesaw 
20 May (PDu) and 46 in the eRWB 15 May (JGJ,WRS). 

Stilt Sandpiper: Rather early were singles (same bird?) at Harvard Marsh 15 and 18 
Apr (PDu). 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Joel Jorgensen continued his study of this fascinating 
species in the eastern RWB this spring. His 2004 total count was a 
surprising 2174 birds, but this year an amazing 3457 were found 3-24 May 
(JGJ). The world population is estimated at only 15,000. Similar numbers 
have not been recorded elsewhere in the Great Plains and the evidence 
suggests a funneling of this species through the eastern RWB on a scale 
similar to the Sandhill Cranes in the central Platte River Valley (but Buffies 
are much harder to find! ). An excellent count at the north edge of the eastern 
RWB was 200 in a flooded field in Butler Co 15 May (B&LP). 

Ruff: The rarest shorebird this spring was Nebraska’s 5th (and earliest) spring record, 
a basic-plumaged bird with “blazing pumpkin-orange legs”, probably a male, 
at Eckhardt WPA, Clay Co, 26 Mar (JGJ). This is the 7th overall for the 
state, 5 of which have occurred in the RWB. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: Good numbers were reported during the rather short mid- 
May migration period, including an excellent 89 (35 of these at Griess WPA, 
Fillmore Co) in the eastern RWB 18 May (JGJ). A good westerly count was 
26 at LM 16 May, at which time no Long-billed Dowitchers were found 
(SJD,AB; photo). A pale Short-billed Dowitcher was photographed in Clay 
Co 23-24 May (JGJ); its putative identity as eastern griseus is difficult to 
confirm due to the possibility of intermediates between expected hendersoni 
and griseus in central Canada (fide Jaramillo) as well as the occurrence on the 
Texas coast of freshly-molted rather pale hendersoni (fide Karlson). 

Long-billed Dowitcher: Rather early was one at Harvard Marsh 18 Mar (PDu), and 
best count a moderate 770 at Harvard Marsh 30 Apr (JGJ). 
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Wilson’s Snipe: Winnowing birds were heard within the expected summer range 
south and east to Nance Co 14 Apr (WF) and Lincoln Co 13 Apr-21 May 
(TJW). 

American Woodcock: This species continues to push the western limits of its range 
in major drainages; one was heard near Bassett 2 Apr (CH), single birds were 
in northern Antelope Co 3 and 13 Apr (MB), and one was at Crane Meadows 
NC, Hall Co, 5 May (HH). 

Wilson’s Phalarope: Good counts were the “thousands” at North Platte SL 30 Apr 
(TJW) and 2648 in Logan Co 15 May (SJD). Four nesting pairs were in 
meadows along White Horse Creek, Lincoln Co, 21 May (TJW). 

Red-necked Phalarope: Only 50 were reported, 40 of these in Logan Co 15 May 
(SJD). 

Franklin’s Gull: A good count was the 4000 tallied flying over for the day 1 May 
in Butler Co (LR,RH). Rather early was one with Ring-billed Gulls in 
Lincoln Co 17 Mar (TJW). 

Little Gull: The only report was a juvenile at Calamus Res, Loup Co, 15 May 
(SJD). This is the 4th spring record and 10th overall for the state. 

Bonaparte’s Gull: Routine reports. 

Ring-billed Gull: Routine reports. 

California Gull: Unusual away from LM, and only the 5th such record in spring, 
an adult was at L Babcock/L North, Platte Co, 13 May (B&LP). Easterly 
adults are likely the larger and paler northern prairie-breeding subspecies 
albertaensis . The only other report was of 9 at LM 16 May, including 6 
adults and 3 3rd-altemate birds (SJD,AB). 

Herring Gull: Routine reports. 

Thayer’s Gull: None were reported; last spring dates are in mid-Apr. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: This species continues to be reported regularly, with 3 
sightings this spring: one was at BOL 26 Mar (LE), a 2nd-year was at 
Cunningham L, Omaha, 20 Apr (JGJ), and a lst-altemate was at LM 16 May 
(SJD,AB). There are now almost 50 records for the state, 23 in spring. 

Glaucous Gull: None were reported; last spring dates are around 1 Apr. 

Caspian Tern: Rather early was one at BOL 22-23 Apr (JG,MB,LE). Only about 8 
others were reported. 

Common Tern: Rather early was one at Swanson Res 4 May (TJW); most sightings 
are from the second half of May. 

Forster’s Tern: Routine reports. 

Least Tern: One at Hastings 10 Apr was “well seen” (PDu); there are only two 
earlier sightings, neither documented. First birds are usually seen in late Apr. 

Black Tern: Good counts were the 1200 at Harvard Marsh 22 May (WRS,JGJ) and 
1000 at HCR the same day (G&WH). 

Rock Pigeon: Routine reports. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: New county records were for Adams, two at Kenesaw 15 
Apr (WF), Gosper, one at Smithfield (WF), and Logan, 2 seen 15 May 
(SJD). This leaves only these 13 without reports: Blaine, Boyd, Cedar, 
Cherry, Grant, Hooker, Jefferson, Keya Paha, Loup, Pawnee, Saline, 
Sherman, and Thomas. Nesting was underway in a dying elm in Brady by 5 
Mar (TJW). Interesting were two instances of this species initiating nesting 
then departing when Mourning Doves arrived for the summer; these were in 
Scottsbluff (KD) and Sidney (AS). 

White-winged Dove: The first sighting of multiple birds was in Kearney in 2001; 
again in Kearney, 2 were seen at a feeder 7 May (KS). There are now about 
35 records for Nebraska, all since 1988. 
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Mourning Dove: Routine reports. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: None were reported; arrival is in mid- to late May. 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Third-earliest ever for the Panhandle was one at Sidney 14 
May (AS). 

Barn Owl: A major surprise were the 3 records from northeast Nebraska, including 
the first known nesting record north and east of Holt, Boone, and Platte Cos. 
These are only the 3rd-5th records ever from this part of the state. A road- 
killed bird was found in Pierce Co 31 Mar (MB), and one in a farm building 
21 Apr, the observer’s first for Knox Co, remained through the period (MB). 
Two adults with an egg were discovered 27 Apr in a grain bin near Laurel, 
but when the grain drying fan was started, the birds abandoned the site 
(DSt). One at Brady was first heard 5 Mar and remained at least until 21 Apr 
(TJW); wintering may occur in this part of the state, but spring arrival is 
usually in late Mar. Nesting was underway at CLNWR by 20 May 
(GW,EBa). 

Eastern Screech-Owl: Red morph birds are uncommon in Nebraska; two were 
reported from Lincoln, one on 2 Apr (NP) and the other mated to a gray 
morph bird at a nest hole with young 11 May (MC). 

Great Horned Owl: Earliest nesting reported was an incubating bird near Alma 1 
Mar; young were almost grown by 24 Apr (G&WH). Another was incubating 
in Saunders Co 4 Mar (CNK). 

Burrowing Owl: An adult with 2 young was at Kiowa, 22 May (KD), rather early 
for young to be visible. 

Barred Owl: Routine reports. 

Long-eared Owl: Two nesting reports were received, one of adults with downy 
young at the point of leaving the nest near Bloomfield 20 May (MB) and 
another of 5 downy young photographed in a Russian Olive tree in Dundy 
Co 9 May (TJW). The only other report was of one at Smith L 31 May (SJ), 
a location where nesting has occurred in recent years. 

Short-eared Owl: One at Kiowa 30 Apr-1 May was seen diving at a Ferruginous 
Hawk, suggesting possible nesting by the owl (KD). The only other reports 
were of 3 at Harvard Marsh 22 Mar (PDu) and one in Dundy Co 6 Apr 
(TJW). 

Northern Saw-whet Owl: None were found this year at places they were seen in 
2004 in Antelope and Knox Cos (MB). 

Common Nighthawk: Routine reports. 

Common Poorwill: Routine reports. 

Chuck-willVwidow: Only one could be found at 1CSP 6 May (WRS,PEL), a 
rather early date. No others were reported. 

Whip-poor-will: Intriguing was a report of one heard well at Chadron SP, Dawes 
Co, 20 May (EB); vocalizations of the southwestern subspecies arizonae 
were heard at WSR in Jun 2003. These are the only Panhandle records. 

Chimney Swift: Four at Brady 19 Apr (TJW) were rather early that far west. 

White-throated Swift: Routine reports. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Routine reports. 

Belted Kingfisher: Routine reports. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: One at Laurel 13 Apr (NB) was rather early. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: Only 4 were reported 9 Mar-30 Apr 
(B&LP,JT,SM,DSt), in contrast to the good numbers last fall and winter. 
Last was one rather late at ICSP 30 Apr (DSt). 

Downy Woodp^Qker: A nest with young was found in Cass Co 27 May (CNK). 
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Hairy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Northern Flicker: Last red-shafted birds were 2 with 16 yellow-shafted migrants in 
Sarpy Co 6 Apr (JWH). It was noted that in southeast Nebraska 22-29 Mar 
the “vast majority” of flickers seen were males (RW); information from The 
Birds of North America Online indicates that males migrate north first in 
spring, and 22-29 Mar is indeed the vanguard of spring migration for flickers 
in Nebraska. 

Pileated Woodpecker: It was thought that at least 2 pairs are nesting on the 
FF/Gifford Farm floodplain, based on separation of nesting locations (CNK). 
There were several sightings at FF through the period, and sightings 
continued at ICSP also, with reports 6 May (PEL,WRS) and 28 May (SG). 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: Rare in the west, one in Scotts Bluff Co 11 May (KD) was 
also rather early. 

Western Wood-Pewee: A major fallout was the 40-50 at Box Butte Res, Dawes 
Co, 26 May (TJW). 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: Westerly, and at about the western extent of the summer 
range in the Platte River Valley, was one in Lincoln Co 22 May, the 
observer’s 2nd record since 2002 (TJW). 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: There were 2 reports of 3-5 birds within expected dates 
and locations: one was at ADF 16 May (L&CF) and 2-4 were at Schramm 
SP 21 May (EB). 

Acadian Flycatcher: Four were reported as expected in late May from the southeast: 
one at ADF 16 May (L&CF), singles at Schramm SP 21 and 29 May 
(EB,WRS), and one at ICSP 30 May (ARy). 

Alder Flycatcher: This late spring migrant through the east was reported four times 
also: 2 birds were at Rumsey Station, Sarpy Co, 22 May (JT), one was in a 
Dixon Co yard 23 May (JJ), and singing birds were at Ponca SP 26 May 
(B&LP) and FF 28 May (B&LP). 

Willow Flycatcher: One in Gage Co 6 May (LE) was rather early. 

Least Flycatcher: Routine reports. 

Cordilleran Flycatcher: One was well-seen at Riverside Park, Scottsbluff, 14 May 
(KD, details). Reports of spring migrants are few, this only the 8th, with 
most dates 10-21 May. 

Eastern Phoebe: Rather early was one in Buffalo Co 13 Mar (LR,RH), and one 
reappeared at last year’s nesting site at Swanson Res 30 Mar (TJW). 
Breeding occurs throughout the Republican River Valley, but numbers are 
low westward. 

Say’s Phoebe: Surprisingly, the earliest reported was rather easterly, a single in 
Knox Co 9 Apr (MB). 

Great Crested Flycatcher: One at Swanson Res 4 May (TJW) was rather early, and 
“many” had arrived in Dundy Co 9 May (TJW). Nesting activity was noted 
near Orleans (carrying nest material) 23 May (G&WH) and at Box Butte Res, 
Dawes Co, (prospecting) 26 May (TJW). 

Cassin’s Kingbird: The only reports were of 3 in Kimball Co 17 May (SJD,AB) 
and one south of Redington 25 May (TJW), both usual locations for the 
species. 

Western Kingbird: A good count was the 40 in the L Minatare area 19 May (KD). 
Interesting counts made across the state 15-17 May showed a Western to 
Eastern ratio east of the Panhandle of 302:112 and in the Panhandle 213:31 
(SJD). 
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Eastern Kingbird: Very early, but not unprecedented, was one in Dixon Co 9 Apr 
(BFH), and a good count was the 126 in the eastern RWB 15 May 
(WRS,JGJ). 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: This species is clearly increasing in Nebraska; this spring 
there were 3 reports: a male was at Eppley Airfield, Omaha, 5 May (EB), 
two birds were near Denton 16 May (CT), and another was near Lincoln 21 
May (JM). 

Northern Shrike: Very late, but not unprecedented, were 2 at NNF, Halsey, 10 
May; they were compared to a nearby Loggerhead Shrike (L&CF). 

Loggerhead Shrike: Routine reports. 

White-eyed Vireo: The first for a few years was a singing male very surprisingly far 
to the northwest at Coffee Park in Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, 18 May 
(SJD, details). This is only the 2nd Panhandle record. 

Bell’s Vireo: One at Bushnell Cem 17 May (SJD,AB) was the first for Kimball Co 
for the experienced observers; summering numbers for this species are 
probably lowest in the Panhandle. 

Yellow-throated Vireo: Migrants are hard to find very far west of the Missouri 
River Valley; one in Holt Co 29 May was the first there for both experienced 
observers (MB,DSt). 

Plumbeous Vireo: An excellent count was the 18 in Monroe Canyon 18 May 
(SJD); a migrant was at Oliver Res 17 May (SJD,AB). 

Blue-headed Vireo: Routine reports. 

Warbling Vireo: The 42 in Furnas Co 29 May (LR,RH) was an excellent count. 

Philadelphia Vireo: Only one was reported, from Douglas Co 24 May (MB). 

Red-eyed Vireo: Routine reports. 

Blue Jay: Routine reports. 

Pinyon Jay: The only reports of this somewhat local and elusive species were of 2 
in the Pants Butte, Sioux Co, area 18 May (SJD) and 15 at a regular location 
south of Redington 25 May (WM). 

Clark’s Nutcracker: After the winter influx to western Pine Ridge canyons of 
Sioux Co, “2-3 dozen” were still in the area 5 Mar (WM) and 5 were in 
Monroe Canyon 7 Mar (CNK). A single was in Pants Butte Canyon 18 May 
(SJD), and 8 were in Sowbelly Canyon 20 May (GW,EBa). Seven birds in 
Monroe Canyon 18 May were courting and nest-building (SJD); this would 
be only the 3rd instance of breeding in the state. 

Black-billed Magpie: Sightings were south and east to Colfax (MB,WF) and 
Dodge (D&JP) Cos; a pair built a nest at the same place in Dodge Co as last 
year, but disappeared before laying eggs (D&JP). 

American Crow: Excellent spring counts were the 600-800 in Jefferson Co 6 Mar 
(RE) and 480 in the eastern RWB 20 Mar (WRS,TR,PK). Aggregations are 
usually smaller in spring than in fall. 

Raven sp.: A large black corvid was seen about 20 yards from a crow in Dundy Co 
20 Apr (TJW,KSc); identification of silent large corvids is tricky, but there 
are several reports of possible ravens from western Nebraska in recent years. 
A complication for Nebraska is that the closest regularly-occurring ravens are 
Chihuahuans in west-central Kansas, rather than Common Ravens in 
Colorado or Wyoming. The Kansas Chihuahuans move north in spring, and 
so it is not unlikely that an overshoot indeed occurred in Dundy Co. 

Horned Lark: Routine reports. 

Purple Martin: Five birds in Bassett 2 Apr (CH) were rather early that far north and 
also near the west edge of the range in the north, currently believed to be at 
Ainsworth. Six birds at Calamus Res 7 and 14 May (LR,RH) were also at 
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the western edge of the range in the Loup Drainage. Breeding occurs west to 
Ogallala in the North Platte River Valley and throughout the Republican 
River Valley. 

Tree Swallow: Routine reports. 

Violet-green Swallow: One at Berggren Pond, Scotts Bluff Co, 30 Apr (AK) was 
rather early. 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: One in southeast Lincoln Co 4 Apr (TJW) was 
rather early. 

Bank Swallow: Rather early were 6 in Otoe Co 17 Apr (L&CF). Occasionally, 
especially westerly, cliff faces are used as nesting sites; one such was at 
Arcadia Diversion Dam WMA, Custer Co, 24 May (TJW). 

Cliff Swallow: One observer (TJW) noted that two bridges in the North Platte area 
were settled about a week apart and asked whether one was a better location 
than the other or whether the colonies traveled together. Fascinating 
information was kindly provided by Dr. Charles Brown, who has carried out 
highly significant studies on Cliff Swallows for many years, mostly in the 
LM area. Although Cliff Swallows arrive in groups, radio-tracking has 
shown that birds do move around looking for a colony to join. A site is 
settled synchronously, and new birds do not join it after it has been settled, 
in part due to initiation of reproduction of ectoparasites as a colony is 
settled. Groups of birds may arrive over a 6-week period, and so colonies in 
the same general area can be settled some weeks apart. 

Barn Swallow: Routine reports. 

Mountain Chickadee: One wintering in a Scottsbluff yard was last seen 1 Apr 
(P&DD). A surprise was one at Smith L 31 May; 2 Black-capped 
Chickadees were there also (SJ). 

Black-capped Chickadee: Long-time observers noted that numbers remain very 
low in parts of eastern and southern Nebraska; there were none in Dodge Co 
(D&JP), none at a banding station at Fort Kearny, Buffalo Co (RG), and 
only 7 birds found in 16 birding trips Mar-May throughout Lancaster Co, 
where one at Wyuka Cem 11 May was the first seen in Lincoln for 2 months 
(LE). 

Tufted Titmouse: Westernmost were singles at Mayberry WMA, Pawnee Co, 27 
Mar (TEL) and Burchard L 18 May (RE). The currently-known westward 
limits are in Saline and Thayer Cos. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Small numbers were reported statewide away from the 
breeding range, last singles in Garfield and Loup Cos 14 May (MB,CNK). 
Three birds were at Smith L 31 May (SJ), where breeding has not been 
confirmed. 

White-breasted Nuthatch: Two birds at Riverside Park, Scottsbluff, 16 Mar were 
of the eastern subspecies (AK), which has recently become established there. 

Pygmy Nuthatch: After a large winter influx, numbers remained good into spring; 
25 were found in Monroe and Sowbelly Canyons 5 Mar (WM). 

Brown Creeper: The very small breeding population at FF continues: a family 
group of 3 was noted 28 May (ARy). One at ICSP 30 Apr (CNK) was rather 
late; breeding has not been noted there. 

Rock Wren: Strangely, the first reported was far to the east in Stanton Co 11 Apr 
(WF), only about the 9th eastern record. An excellent count was the 30 in the 
canyon area south of Redington 25 May (TJW). 

Carolina Wren: Range expansion northward may be continuing; the observers’ first 
for Dodge Co was one at Hormel Park, Fremont, 12 May (D&JP). Nesting 
was underway early in Bellevue, with a nest built by 17 Mar and the first 
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egg laid 28 Mar (ARy). An adult with 2 young was seen in Sarpy Co 5 May 
(JT). 

House Wren: Rather early was one in Dodge Co 8 Apr (D&JP). 

\Vinter Wren: The only reports were of singles at FF 4 Apr (B&LP) and 10 Apr 
(ARy). These dates are in the period of peak migration. 

Sedge Wren: Rather early was one in Dodge Co 24-30 Apr (D&JP). 

Marsh Wren: Routine reports. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Routine reports. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: Routine reports. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: Another early arrival somewhat out of range was one at 
Amick Acres, Hall Co, 10 Apr (PDu), and another out-of-range migrant was 
along Jones Canyon Rd, Garfield Co, 15 May (NR). There is a breeding 
population near Orleans, where one was seen 23 May (G&WH), but 
sightings in central Nebraska are few. The western population is doing well, 
with “lots” along Old Stage Hill Rd, Scotts Bluff Co, 13 May and nest¬ 
building noted the next day (KD); one was at West Lawn Cem, Gering, 7 
May (KD). One was gathering nest material at Hummel Park, Omaha, 3 May 
(JT). 

Eastern Bluebird: Five arrivals in Cheyenne Co 23 Mar (AS) were rather early for 
the Panhandle. Nest-building was underway in Dixon Co 13 Apr (JJ), and 
fledglings were noted 27 May in Plattsmouth (CNK). Unusual these days 
was a pair nesting in a “plum-like” tree at ICSP 30 Apr (LE). 

Mountain Bluebird: Routine reports. 

Townsend’s Solitaire: Routine reports. 

Veery: This species is being reported more regularly from the west, where the 
browner western subspecies salicicolus is expected; one was at West Lawn 
Cem, Gering, 17 May (SJD,AB). In the east, presumably inhabited by the 
more reddish-brown subspecies fusees cens, one was at ICSP 8 May (RD) and 
2 at WP 15 May (RE). 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: More than usual were reported, a total of 14, with 3 seen at 
WP 15 May (RE) the best count. None were seen west of Colfax Co, where 
singles were found 13 May (LE) and 15 May (JSt). 

Swainson’s Thrush: One at HCR 24 Apr (G&WH) was rather early. Good numbers 
were reported statewide with best counts 57 at Hormel Park, Fremont, 12 
May (D&JP) and 30 at Smith L 31 May (SJ). 

Hermit Thrush: One in Sarpy Co 28 Mar (RB) was early, although wintering 
occurs on occasion in the southeast. 

Wood Thrush: One singing in the extreme southeast at Verdon 20 Apr (CC) was 
record early by 3 days. 

Gray Catbird: More are being reported in the west; one was in Scottsbluff 11 May 
(AK) and another at Smith L 31 May (SJ). 

Northern Mockingbird: This species is being reported in increasing numbers each 
year recently, especially from the south and west. About 25 were found, 
earliest 7 Apr at Burchard L (RE). A pair at Sidney were carrying nest 
material into a pine tree 29 May (AS). 

Curve-billed Thrasher: The amazing saga of the long-staying male (since Oct 
2002; he is now in his fourth calendar year) at the Lonnie Frimann Ranch in 
southeast Sioux Co continues; the bird was aggressively feeding robin and 
grackle chicks this spring (LF). 

Brown Thrasher: One at ADF 6 Apr (L&CF) was rather early, as were westerly 
birds in Hayes Co 17 Apr and at Brady 18 Apr (TJW). Two in Sidney 5 
May (AS) were first to arrive in the Panhandle. 
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European Starling: Routine reports. 

American Pipit: Good numbers were detected in migration; the 75 in Hamilton Co 
9 Apr (LR,RH) was a record spring count, and 50 in Dixon Co 13 Apr (JJ) 
was also an excellent count. 

Sprague’s Pipit: None were reported; migrants pass through mostly in Apr. 

Bohemian Waxwing: Surprisingly, after the winter influx, none were reported. 

Cedar Waxwing: Best counts were “hundreds” in the Brady area 8 Mar and near 
North Platte 16May(TJW). 

Blue-winged Warbler: The only report was of one at Rumsey Station, Sarpy Co, 
22 May (JT). 

Golden-winged Warbler: None were reported. 

Tennessee Warbler: This was one of few species of warblers appearing in good 
numbers this spring. Best count was 30, at both Hormel Park, Fremont, 12 
May (D&JP) and WP 17 May (LE). Uncommon westward, one was in 
Gering 5 May (JC), the 31st Panhandle spring record, and tying the earliest 
date. 

Orange-crowned Warbler: Also widely-reported, best count was 35 at Calamus 
Res 7 May (LR,RH). One in Dixon Co 31 May (JJ) was rather late. 

Nashville Warbler: Only 8 were reported, those in the east 5-12 May 
(JT,EB,PEL,WRS,B&LP), a poor showing for a purportedly common 
migrant. 

Northern Parula: Good numbers were reported in the southeast for this increasingly 
numerous summer resident. First were at FF 14 Apr (B&LP) and best count 
7 at ICSP 19 Apr (D&JP). 

Yellow Warbler: Routine reports. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: Only 3 were reported; a male at Calamus Res, Loup Co, 
15 May was surprisingly far west (SJD,B&LP,LR,RH). 

Magnolia Warbler: The only report was of one at Ong 15 May (JGJ). 

Yellow-rumped (Audubon’s) Warbler: The only reports were of one in Scotts 
Bluff Co 7 May (KD) and another at Sidney 15 May (AS). 

Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler: One at Wolbach 6 Mar (LR,RH) was rather 
early; it might have wintered nearby. A good count was 40 at Calamus Res 7 
May (LR,RH). 

Black-throated Green Warbler: The only report was of a rather late bird at 
Schramm SP 24 May (RE). 

Blackburnian Warbler: None were reported. 

Yellow-throated Warbler: Reports were only from the regular summer location at 
FF, maximum count 2 on 15 and 17 Apr (B&LP,CNK). Arrival was 14 Apr 
(B&LP). 

Palm Warbler: A good total of 8 was reported, including 5 at FF 5 May (EB); 
another was there 7 May (ARy), and singles were in Dakota Co 29 Apr 
(BFH) and at Fremont 15 May (JSt). 

Bay-breasted Warbler: Only 2 were reported, including one as far west as Calamus 
Res, Loup Co, 15 May (SJD,B&LP,LR,RH). This is only the 9th record 
from central and western Nebraska. The other sighting this spring was at 
WP, also 15 May (RE). 

Blackpoll Warbler: One of few migrant warblers to appear in any numbers, about 
30 were reported, with two westerly reports: one in Dundy Co 17 May 
(TJW) and another at Smith L 31 May (SJ). This species does occur with 
some regularity in the west. 

Cerulean Warbler: An amazing report was of a male observed repeatedly at close 
range in a Scottsbluff yard 14-16 May (NMV, fide AK; details); there is a 
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specimen collected Jun 1964 in Sheridan Co. A bird recognized by its odd 
song had returned by 6 May to the same spot at ICSP it occupied in 2004 
(PEL,WRS), and there were definitely two singing males at the north end of 
Hummel Park, Omaha, 16-21 May (JT,CNK, PS photo); the presence of 2 
males was suspected but not confirmed in 2004. Another was singing in 
Child’s Hollow, FF, 10 May (B&LP). 

Black-and-white Warbler: Routine reports. 

American Redstart: Good numbers were noted at Ponca SP, where they were in 
“very high density” 28 May (B&LP), and 10 were counted 8 May (JJ). 
Breeding has not been confirmed in Scotts Bluff Co, and so a pair returning 
to a regular “summering spot” just northwest of Scottsbluff was of interest 
(fide AK). A female was nest-building at ICSP 30 May (ARy). 

Prothonotary Warbler: Singles were reported at FF 5-15 May (EB,B&LP,DC) and 
2 were at ICSP 6 May (PEL,WRS). These may be the only currently regular 
summering locations. 

Ovenbird: Routine reports. 

Northern Waterthrush: This species was reported in at least average numbers 4-17 
May, including westerly reports from Morrill 10 May (ECT), Oliver Res 17 
May (SJD,AB) and WSR 17 May (SJD,AB). It is a statewide migrant, but 
generally uncommon westward. 

Louisiana Waterthrush: Several were reported at regular locations: ICSP, FF, 
Schramm SP, and Platte River SP. Earliest was at FF 7 Apr (B&LP). 
Unusual was one banded at Wehrspann L, Omaha, 10 May (RG). 

Kentucky Warbler: ICSP continues to be the stronghold, with 7 counted there 6 
May (WRS,PEL). Others were in Otoe Co 15 May (L&CF), Schramm SP 
21 May (EB), and Hummel Park, Omaha, 28 May (CNK). 

Connecticut Warbler: A singing bird was at Rumsey Station, Sarpy Co, 13 May 
(JT, CNK); this is a rare but supposedly regular migrant in the east. 

Mourning Warbler: Only 3 were reported: singles at WP 17 May (LE), FF 28 May 
(ARy), and Lincoln 31 May (MUs). 

MacGillivray’s Warbler: None were reported. 

Common Yellowthroat: Rather early was one in Nemaha Co 30 Apr (LE). 

Wilson’s Warbler: Only 10 were reported 12-22 May. 

Canada Warbler: A good total of 6 of this late migrant was reported; one was at 
FF 14 May (EM), another in a Bellevue yard 23-24 May (B&LP), 2 were at 
ICSP 30 May (ARy), and a pair were in southwest Dixon Co 30 May (JJ). 

Yellow-breasted Chat: Routine reports. 

Summer Tanager: Arrival was rather early, with one at Rumsey Station, Sarpy Co, 
4 May (JT) and 5 at ICSP 6 May (WRS,PEL). 

Scarlet Tanager: A good count was 6 at Schramm SP 21 May (EB). 

Western Tanager: A good count was 4 along Old Stage Hill Rd, Scotts Bluff Co, 

15 May (KD). 

Spotted Towhee: The presence of a pair oftowhees which looked like Spotteds on 
territory at Schramm SP 21 May (EB) was intriguing. A later look at the 
male 29 May (WRS) revealed that although the bird sang much like a 
Spotted Towhee and was indeed heavily spotted, it did possess about half of 
the white primary patch typical of Eastern Towhee, indicating the bird was a 
hybrid or introgressant. The presence of this bird, as well as another bird (not 
seen) singing an intermediate song, suggests that there is a significant pool 
of Spotted Towhee genes at Schramm SP that appears to be a recent 
phenomenon. It would be worthwhile for observers to look at towhees along 
the Platte River Valley westward to Grand Island to get an indication as to 
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the status of towhees there. A towhee at FF 15 May had a white wing patch 
but also 6-8 back spots (DC). 

Eastern Towhee: One in Stanton Co 8 Mar (D&JP) was an early migrant that 
might have wintered nearby, although wintering Eastern Towhees are rare and 
usually restricted to the extreme southeast. Two at FF 31 Mar (CW) and 3 
there 3 Apr (EB) were also rather early, and also likely migrants, as none 
were reported during the Omaha CBC, which includes FF. Westerly was one 
at Crane Meadows NC, Hall Co, 5 May (HH). 

Cassin’s Sparrow: The only report was of one in Morrill Co 13 May (AK,P&DD). 
This is an early date for this species, although there are few data, as silent 
migrating birds are difficult to find and identify. 

American Tree Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Chipping Sparrow: One at ADF 29 Mar (L&CF) was rather early, and an excellent 
count was the 410 at Calamus Res 7 May (LR.RH). 

Clay-colored Sparrow: This species and Chipping Sparrow can occur in large 
numbers at peak migration, such as the 875 Clay-coloreds at Calamus Res 7 
May (LR,RH). 

Brewer’s Sparrow: The only report was of one west of Harrison, a known 
summering location, 20 May (GW,EBa). 

Field Sparrow: One of only about 20 Panhandle reports was one in Monroe Canyon 
18 May (SJD). 

Vesper Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Lark Sparrow: Another excellent 7 May Calamus Res sparrow count was the 155 
Larks there (LR,RH). A nest with 4 eggs was found near Bassett 30 May 
(CH). 

Lark Bunting: Few were reported before the end of the period, from Garfield and 
Loup Cos westward, with no large aggregations. 

Savannah Sparrow: One singing in Dixon Co as late as 26 May (JJ) may have 
been breeding, although there are no such records for northeast Nebraska. A 
good count was 65 in Butler Co 1 May (LR,RH). 

Grasshopper Sparrow: Two in McPherson Co 7 Apr (TJW) were rather early. 

Le Conte’s Sparrow: Only 4 were reported, all at expected places and times: singles 
in Hall Co 3 May (DK) and at FF 5 May (EB), and 2 at Spikerush WMA, 
York Co, 13 May (MH). 

Nelson’s Sharp-tailed Sparrow: A record spring tally was the 12 at Spikerush 
WMA, York Co, 13 May (MH); the only other report was of one at 
Buckskin Hills 15 May (JJ). There are few records for spring, possibly 
because this is an often-overlooked, mid-late May migrant. 

Fox Sparrow: This species was reported in good numbers, including a record spring 
count of 23 at FF 29 Mar (RW); 15 were there 3 Apr (EB). One in Garfield 
Co 14 May (CNK,B&LP) was the latest ever for the state and also rather 
westerly for this species. 

Song Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: One at FF 29 Mar (RW) was rather early. 

Swamp Sparrow: Somewhat locally-distributed in summer, mostly in cattail 
marshes in central Nebraska, a good location for singing males in spring is 
the meadow and cattail habitat just east of North Platte and north of the 
Platte River and Highway 30, and along adjacent White Horse Creek, where 
10 singing males were found 21 May (TJW). 

White-throated Sparrow: An excellent count was 65 at Rumsey Station, Sarpy Co, 
5 May (JT). A bit westerly were singles in Valley and Wheeler Cos 14 May 
(SJD,D&JP). 
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White-crowned Sparrow: Best counts were an excellent 90 at Calamus Res 7 May 
(LR,RH) and 50 at Winters Creek L, Scotts Bluff Co, 5 May (KD). Most 
Nebraska birds are pale-lored gambelii, but black-lored birds ( leucophrys ) 
occur occasionally, usually in the east. Two such were at Ponca SP 4 May 
(BFH). 

Harris’s Sparrow: Although widely-reported, numbers seemed low to several 
observers, and the best count was only 28 (JJ). One in Dixon Co 28 May 
(JJ) was rather late. 

Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: One at Chadron SP 20 May (GW,EBa) was near 
the eastern edge of the summer range, and may have been a migrant. 

Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco: Routine reports. 

Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco: “Pink-sided” Juncos are rare in eastern Nebraska; a tour 
leader reported that he sees at least one most years in the Grand Island area, 
this year on 21 Mar (PEL); a few were still in Dundy Co 24 Mar (TJW). 

McCown’s Longspur: None were reported; arrival is in early Apr. 

Lapland Longspur: Routine reports. 

Smith’s Longspur. The only report of this elusive migrant was a flock of 18 in 
southwest Dixon Co 14 Apr; they were flying back and forth across the road 
between com and soybean stubble fields (JJ). The 13 spring records of this 
species (8 in the period 8-20 Apr) are from extreme eastern Nebraska. 

Chestnut-collared Longspur: Two had returned to WSR by 28 Mar (HKH), and 
the only other report was of 10 at a regular location east of O’Neill 22 May 
(MB). Birds have been at the latter location since 1989, but the original field 
was plowed this spring and the birds moved north to a nearby field; 
unfortunately Lark Buntings and Burrowing Owls were not present this year 
as they had been previously (MB). 

Snow Bunting: None were reported; late dates are in early Mar. 

Northern Cardinal: One at Sidney 1 May (AS) appears to be only the 2nd for 
Cheyenne Co; although cardinals occur along the South Platte and are fairly 
common in Ogallala, sightings in Sidney suggest some westward expansion 
along Lodgepole Creek. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: Rather early was a male at ICSP 19 Apr (D&JP). A rare 
but regular spring migrant in the Panhandle, a male was in a Scotts Bluff Co 
yard 12-14 May (KD). 

Black-headed Grosbeak: At the eastern edge of the summer range were a male near 
Gibbon 12 May (LR,RH) and another in Holt Co 22 May, the latter a first 
county record for the two observers (MB,DSt). Surprisingly far east were a 
male at Neale Woods, Douglas Co, 8-14 May (DG), and a female in Lincoln 
13 May with an “orange breast and less streaking” than a Rose-breasted (RE). 
These are only the 5th and 6th reports since 1981 east of Grand Island. 

Blue Grosbeak: An excellent count was the 11 in the Buffalo Creek area of Scotts 
Bluff Co (3 pairs, plus 5 singing males) 22 May (KD). One was carrying 
nesting material in Furnas Co 28 May (LR,RH). 

Lazuli Bunting: There was an influx into the east this spring, a tendency that has 
become more noticeable in recent years, led by a rather early bird in Lincoln 
30 Apr (MUs), and followed by a male in Dixon Co 19 May (JJ), one at 
Hummel Park, Omaha, 21 May (PS, details), and a singing male near Ponca 
SP 27 May (B&LP). These 4 reports add to the previous 19 eastern reports. 

Indigo Bunting: Hybrids with Lazuli Bunting are not uncommon and may occur 
statewide, although more so westerly. Two were reported: a blue bird with 
white wingbars and a white belly in Dixon Co 16 May (JJ), and a hybrid at 
Ash Hollow SHP, Garden Co, 16 May (SJD,AB). Still noteworthy in the 
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central and southern Panhandle, one was at a Scotts Bluff Co feeder 19-20 
May (KD). 

Dickcissel: Large numbers were noted as far west as Lincoln Co 22 May in hayfields 
near Pawnee Slough (TJW); such numbers are unusual early in summer. 

Bobolink: Record early, on 20 Apr, was a male at Platte River Whooping Crane 
Trust, Hall Co; it was a color-banded male, probably hatched in 2004 (DK). 
Large numbers, including a count of 50, were in hayfields near Pawnee 
Slough in Lincoln Co 22 May (TJW), they were seen “by the gross” (at least 
144?) in Butler Co 22 May (LR,RH), and were “everywhere” in Custer and 
Valley Cos 24 May (TJW). 

Red-winged Blackbird: A flock of immature males was seen in southeast Nebraska 
13 Mar; adult males were on territory and no females were seen (WRS). 

Eastern Meadowlark: First singing birds were in Sarpy Co 17 Mar (CNK). As 
many as 30 were found in the meadows east of North Platte 21 Apr (TJW), 
and 5 singing males around Diamond Bar L, McPherson Co, 7 Apr were 
surrounded by “uncountable” Western Meadowlarks (TJW). This species 
occurs in suitable wet meadow habitat throughout the Sandhills. Strangely, 
it is essentially only a rare spring migrant in the eastern RWB, where 
permanent damp meadows are uncommon, particularly those consisting of 
cool weather species; one was at Harvard Marsh 22 May (JGJ). 

(Jorgensen, http://rip.phvsics.unk.edu/NOU/eRWBbirdlistJGJPDF.pdfl 

Western Meadowlark: Routine reports. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Routine reports. 

Rusty Blackbird: Rare westward, 30-35 were in Lincoln Co 14 Mar and 2 were 
there 2 Apr (TJW). 

Brewer’s Blackbird: Rare in the east, 3 were in Butler Co 22 Apr (MB) and 20 
were there 23 Apr (D&JP). 

Common Grackle: Routine reports. 

Great-tailed Grackle: Best counts were 150-200 in Lincoln Co 21 Apr (TJW) and 
37 at Chilibaba Ponds, Scotts Bluff Co, 17 Apr (KD), indicating the 
increasing numbers being seen westward; reports are now regular throughout 
the Platte River Valley. Sandhills reports are still few; 2 were in Logan Co 
15 May (SJD,AB) and one was at CLNWR 16 May (SJD,AB). Females 
were carrying nest material in Scotts Bluff Co 17 Apr (KD) and in David 
City 1 May (LR,RH). 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Routine reports. 

Orchard Oriole: Routine Reports. 

Baltimore Oriole: The lure of grape jelly was shown when 15 were banded in a 
Bellevue yard in 4 hours on 19 May (RG). 

Bullock’s Oriole: Routine Reports. 

Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch: None were reported; departure is in early Mar. 

Purple Finch: Last in the east were 4 birds in Bellevue, 2 each at different feeders, 
on 2 Apr (ARy,KCR). Rare in the Panhandle, “a few” at a feeder in Sidney 
lingered until 1 May (AS). 

House Finch: Routine reports. 

Red Crossbill: Easterly reports were of 3 at BOL 20 Mar-17 Apr (LE,D&JP), a 
female at PL 26 Mar (D&JP,E&JM) and 12 at Kearney 10 Apr (fide 
LR,RH). A mixed-age flock of up to 50 attended the feeders at Wildcat Hills 
NC during May (AK,KD,AR), and 4 were at Bushnell Cem 17 May 
(SJD,AB), 

Common Redpoll: The only reports were of one at a Burwell feeder 4-5 Mar 
(LR,RH) and 3 attending an Omaha feeder through 6 Mar (NR). 
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Pine Siskin: This species was widespread this spring, although not in huge 
numbers, remaining into May at several locations, and apparently nesting at 
possibly 4 locations outside the usual breeding range. Such extra-limital 
nestings are initiated very early, and the fledged birds and adults are usually 
gone by Jun. Fitting this pattern were birds carrying nest material (horsehair) 
at Ericson L, Wheeler Co, 19 Mar (LR,RH) and a pair “generally acting 
domestic”, one reportedly carrying nest material, at Louisville Lakes SRA, 
Cass Co, 26 Mar (fide RW). A female with a brood patch was seen in 
Bellevue Cem 19 May (CNK), and a nest with 3 young was found among 
“several nests” at Sidney 15 May (AS); 10-15 birds were still present at 
Sidney 18 May and 2 on 29 May (AS). Last report away from the usual 
breeding range was one in Dixon Co 27 May (JJ), and best count 50 south of 
Gering 11 Apr (AK). 

American Goldfinch: Routine reports. 

Evening Grosbeak: The only report was a female at the Wildcat Hills NC feeders 
15 May (AR). 

House Sparrow: Routine reports. 


NORTHERN SAW-WHET OWLS: RARE OR OVERLOOKED? 
AN EXAMPLE FROM THE CENTRAL PLATTE VALLEY 


Daniel H. Kim 

Platte River Whooping Crane Maintenance Trust 
6611 W Whooping Crane Dr, Wood River, NE 68883 
dkim@whoopingcrane.org 


INTRODUCTION 

Assessing the population status for species requires accurate measures of 
local or regional numbers. For many species, standardized protocols exist for 
estimating local numbers through visual counts (e.g., Breeding Bird Survey routes, 
Christmas Bird Count circles, and point count protocols used by the U.S. Forest 
Service). For many raptor species, monitoring populations at migratory bottlenecks 
such as the Goshute Mountains, NV, Hawk Mountain, PA, and Cape May, NJ, 
provide yearly indices of population health. Unfortunately, most monitoring 
protocols overlook a suite of small crepuscular or nocturnal species. Project Owlnet 
( www.proiectowlnet.orgl is a volunteer-based network of banding stations focusing 
on Northern Saw-whet Owl (Aegolius acadicus) migration in the eastern part of the 
United States and Canada. Information collected by Project Owlnet volunteer 
groups reveals that this small owl appears to be far more common than previously 
thought. 

METHODS 

I set up a banding station at the Platte River Whooping Crane Maintenance 
Trust in Hall County. I placed three 12 x 3 m, 60mm mesh nets in a “T” formation 
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in a small opening within a patch of gallery forest comprised of Eastern Cottonwood 
(Populus del to ides) and Eastern Redcedar (Juniperus virginiana). 1 used a Jimmy 
Stewart game caller with a continuous loop tape of a Northern Saw-whet Owl 
“advertisement call” played at approximately 90 dB (Cannings 1993. Whalen and 
Watts 1999). Station operation started 8 October and continued sporadically through 
11 Dec 2004. Nets were open from dusk until 0200 - 0400 the following morning. 
Net checks occurred at least every 40 minutes, more often in cold temperatures. All 
owls were identified to species. Sex and age were assigned using unflattened wing 
chord, body mass, and molt pattern as described by Pyle (1997) and Brinker 
(personal comm.). All owls were banded with a USGS leg band and released within 
25 minutes of capture. 



Northern Saw-whet Owls. Photo courtesy of Daniel Kim. 


RESULTS 

I operated the station a total of 14 nights for approximately 370 net hours. I 
captured 16 owls: 14 Northern Saw-whet Owls and 2 Eastern Screech-Owls 
{Megascops asio ). Of the 14 Northern Saw-whet Owls, 10 were females and 4 were 
undetermined sex, while age composition was 4 hatch-year birds, 6 second-year 
birds, and 4 after-second-year birds (Table 1). Peak captures occurred on 11-12 
November, when 9 birds were caught on two nights. 


DISCUSSION 

The capture bias towards female, after-hatch-year birds displayed in Nebraska is 
consistent with banding stations in the southeastern United States. Owl banding 
stations in the Northeast and mid-Atlantic regions display variable sex and age 
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capture rates (Brinker et. al. 1997). Capture rates are female-biased (69-96 %) at all 
stations in eastern and mid-Atlantic regions, with the sex-ratio bias increasing from 
north to south. The percent of after-hatch-year individuals increased from north to 
south, but was highly variable among years at all stations (Brinker et al. 1997). 
Northern Saw-whet Owls are considered uncommon regular winter residents 
throughout the eastern part of Nebraska (Sharpe et. al. 2001), yet only three 
Christmas Bird Count circles have ever recorded saw-whets (Lincoln, Omaha, and 
Lake McConaughy) during eight of 95 years with count circle data from Nebraska 
(National Audubon Society 2005). There are a couple of explanations for the dearth 
of CBC sightings. First, Northern Saw-whet Owls may not occur in Nebraska every 
year, as the number of migrating individuals relates to vole populations, resulting in 
“irruption” years when vole numbers crash in the northern forests, forcing northern 
owl species to move south in great numbers (Cheveau et al. 2004). Second, these 
small owls display little winter site fidelity and are not reliably found in the same 
areas over a series of winters (Marks and Doremus 2000). However, the most likely 
explanation is that these are small, secretive owls that remain undetected with 
passive survey methods. 


Table 1. Capture data for 14 Northern Saw-whet Owls from Hall County, 
Nebraska. Date refers to date at time of sunset; therefore, captures occurring 
after 2359 hours correspond to the next calendar day. 


Date 

Time 

Sex 

Age 

Wing chord 

Weight 





(mm) 

(g) 

27 October 

0230 

Female 

Second-year 

136 

98 

6 November 

2300 

Female 

Hatch-year 

141 

96 

11 November 

2220 

Female 

Third-year 

143 

100 

11 November 

2120 

Female 

Second-year 

139 

90 

11 November 

2220 

Female 

Second-year 

142 

92 

11 November 

1940 

Female 

Hatch-year 

142 

102 

11 November 

1940 

Female 

Hatch-year 

140 

90 

11 November 

1940 

Female 

Hatch-year 

134 

96 

12 November 

1920 

Female 

After second-year 

140 

90 

20 November 

0200 

Female 

After second-year 

142 

86 

Average 




139.9 

94 

28 October 

2130 

Unknown 

Second-year 

139 

84 

6 November 

0030 

Unknown 

After second-year 

135 

86 

12 November 

2120 

Unknown 

Second-year 

136 

86 

12 November 

2120 

Unknown 

Second-year 

136 

86 

Average 




136.5 

85.5 
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CONCLUSION 

Any comparisons made between one year of banding data from Nebraska and 
multiple studies from the East are tenuous at best. While all stations display 
female-biased capture rates, annual changes to percent of juvenile/adult captured in 
eastern populations preclude inferences from a single year of data from one banding 
station Nebraska. Banding stations throughout the Northeast are associated with 
local nature centers, and new stations in other regions like Nebraska could provide 
additional data on Northern Saw-whet Owl migratory patterns and winter 
distributions. In addition to a nature center staff member, locations near Lincoln and 
Omaha could draw upon a volunteer core of local birders and college students to run 
banding stations during weekends. Standardized protocols are available at the 
Project Owlnet website. 
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LEAST TERN AND PIPING PLOVER SURVEYS OF THE CENTRAL AND 
UPPER PLATTE RIVER 2001-2004 

Mark Czaplewski 

Central Platte Natural Resources District 
215 N Kaufman Ave. 

Grand Island, NE 68803 

Jim Jenniges 

Nebraska Public Power District 
900 4th Ave. 

Kearney, NE 68848 

Mark Peyton 

Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District 
4th and D Street 
Gothenburg, NE 69138 

Central Platte Natural Resources District (Central Platte NRD), Nebraska Public 
Power District (NPPD) and Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District 
(Central) have been involved in monitoring and management of interior Least Tern 
(Sterna antillarum ) and Piping Plover {Charadrius melodus) nesting habitat along 
the Platte River and on the shores of Lake McConaughy in Nebraska since the late 
1980s. Since 2001, Central Platte NRD, NPPD and Central have also helped 
implement the Least Tern and Piping Plover monitoring protocol developed by the 
Technical Advisory Committee of the Platte River Endangered Species Partnership 
(PRESP) (PRESP 2002a, an earlier version of the protocol used in 2001). PRESP 
is an organization created under a 1997 "Cooperative Agreement for Platte River 
Research and other Efforts Relating to Endangered Species Habitats Along the 
Centra] Platte River, Nebraska", among the states of Nebraska, Colorado and 
Wyoming and the U.S. Department of the Interior. 

Study Area and Methods 

The survey efforts reported here focused on the central and upper Platte River valley 
between North Platte and Chapman, Nebraska, including surveys of riverine sandbar, 
constructed nesting island and sandpit habitats. River sandbar and constructed 
nesting island surveys were conducted by airboat and on foot. Sandpits were 
accessed by vehicle or on foot. Observations were made from a distance sufficient 
not to disturb the birds, using binoculars and spotting scopes. 

The PRESP protocol design we utilized is described in detail in PRESP (2002a) and 
consists of two principal components: 1) an effort-based survey, and 2) a survey of 
historic nesting areas and nesting areas on sandpits and constructed islands. The 
PRESP monitoring efforts were implemented on the Lexington to Chapman reach of 
the Platte. Using this same basic study protocol, Central also monitored a managed 
nesting site at their diversion dam near North Platte, Nebraska, and sandpits along 
the Platte River from Lexington to North Platte over the same time period. Central 
Platte NRD conducted sandpit monitoring between Kearney and Chapman, 
Nebraska, and NPPD surveyed sandpits and constructed nesting islands between 
Lexington and Kearney. Between 23 and 28 sandpits and 3 or 4 constructed nesting 
islands were surveyed annually over the survey period. 





Table 1. Number of adult Least Terns and Piping Plovers on the Platte River from the Johnson 2 (J2) 
Return (near Lexington, NE) to Chapman, NE, 2001-2004. 


to 



Least Tern 

Piping Plover 


2001 

2002 

2003 

2004 


2001 

2002 

2003 

2004 

Riverine Airboat Surveys* 

23 

31 

28 

26 


17 

5 

10 

5 

NPPD Constructed Islands** 

4 

1 

2 

0 


2 

0 

1 

_0 

Totals 

27 

32 

30 

26 


19 

5 

_11 

__5 


*2002 surveys did not include the entire J2 Return to Chapman reach due to low water 
conditions. The May survey covered Chapman to Gibbon, NE and Kearney Diversion to J2 Return; 
the June survey covered Wood River to Odessa, NE, Kearney Diversion to J2 Return; and 
the July survey covered US Highway 34 bridge to Alda, NE and Wood River, NE to J2 Return. 

The May and June 2003 surveys covered the entire J2 Return to Chapman, NE reach, but no July 
survey was conducted due to low water conditions. The May 2004 survey covered the Chapman 
to Grand Island, NE, Alda to Shelton, NE, and Gibbon, NE to J2 Return. The June 2004 survey 
covered the Kearney Diversion to J2 Return reach, and no July survey was conducted due to low 
water conditions. 

**Three islands were monitored in 2001-2002 and four islands in 2003-2004. Adults counted on 
constructed islands are not included in riverine airboat surveys. 
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Survey efforts were conducted beginning in late April or early May and ran through 
late July or early August. Depending on river discharge and based on PRESP 
protocol criteria for active 
river channel width (bare 
sand and/or water), as 
many as three airboating 
surveys (mid-May, mid- 
June and mid-July) were 
conducted per year 
between the Johnson 2 
Hydropower Return canal 
(located approximately 5 
miles downstream from 
the Platte River bridge at 
Lexington) and Chapman 
during the breeding 
season (a distance of 
approximately 90 river 
miles). Sandpits were 
visited a minimum of 
three times during the 
season. If Least Tern or 
Piping Plover nesting 
activity was observed, 
those sites were revisited 
approximately every three 
days until young fledged. 

Results and Discussion 
This report presents the results of our surveys of Least Tern and Piping Plover adults 
and numbers of nests, although habitat and reproductive data were also collected. 
Riverine airboating survey results for the Chapman to J2 Return reach of the Platte 
River are incorporated here from PRESP annual monitoring reports (PRESP 2002b, 
PRESP 2003, PRESP 2004a and 2004b). There was no documented nesting by 
either Least Terns or Piping Plovers during the 2001-2004 timeframe on the portion 
of river surveyed, including on the constructed islands (Table 1). Most birds 
observed on the river were in close proximity to sandpits with known nesting. 

The majority of Least Terns and Piping Plovers in central Nebraska were at non- 
riverine sites, and numbers of adult birds increased from 2001 to 2004 (Table 2). 
The Broadfoot sandpits located near Kearney and Newark, Nebraska (Kearney to 
Shelton survey segment) were not surveyed in 2001 and limited access in 2002-2004 
did not permit a complete nest count. The nest numbers noted in Table 3 are only 
intended to document that nesting was occurring in this survey segment. At least 
one other sandpit in the study area (located just east of U.S. Highway 10 in the 
Kearney to Shelton survey segment) may have supported nesting Least Terns or 
Piping Plovers, but the sandpit was not surveyed due to the lack of access. 

We believe that few Least Terns or Piping Plovers are going uncounted in the study 
area. Adult birds seen loafing or feeding on the river are likely birds nesting at 
sandpits or non-nesting individuals, but are included in the number of birds since no 
birds are marked and it can not be determined with certainty if these birds come from 



Least Tern nest. Photo courtesy of Mark Czaplewski. 




Table 2. Number of adult Least Terns and Piping Plovers at non-riverine sites along Interstate 80 
in central Nebraska from the Central Diversion (near North Platte, NE) to Chapman, NE, 2001 -2004. 


4 ^ 



Least Tern 

Piping Plover 

Survey Segment* 

2001 

2002 

2003 

2004 


2001 

2002 

2003 

2004 

Central Diversion to Gothenburg (182-211) 

10 

4 

4 

10 


0 

0 

0 

4 

Gothenburg to Lexington (211-237) 

8 

6 

6 

10 


4 

4 

2 

0 

Lexington to Elm Creek (237-257) 

16 

34 

22 

22 


7 

6 

9 

13 

Elm Creek to Kearney (257-272) 

21 

68 

65 

69 


11 

32 

21 

31 

Kearney to Shelton (272-291) 

0 

10 

12 

12 


0 

2 

2 

4 

1 Shelton to Alda (291-305) 

4 

4 

4 

10 


0 

0 

1 

2 

; Alda to Chapman (305- n/a) 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

O 1 

0 

0 

Totals 

59 

126 

113 

133 


22 

44 

... 35j 

_54 


* Numbers in parenthesis refer to Interstate 80 mile markers. 
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Table 3. Number of Least Tern and Piping Plover nests in the Platte River valley from the Central 
Diversion (near North Platte, NE) to Chapman, NE, 2001-2004. 



Least Tern 

Piping Plover 

Survey Segment 

2001 

2002 

2003 

2004 


2001 

2002 

2003 

2004 

River Surveys* 










Riverine Airboat Surveys 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

Non-River Surveys** 










Central Diversion to Gothenburg (182-211) 

9 

2 

2 

4 


0 

0 

0 

1 

Gothenburg to Lexington (211-237) 

n 

4 

3 

2 

5 


2 

3 

2 

0 

Lexington to Elm Creek (237-257) 

8 

17 

19 

15 


3 

6 

6 

5 

Elm Creek to Kearney (257-272) 

17 

32 

44 

33 


7 

16 

12 

11 

Kearney to Shelton (272-291) 

0 

8 

6 

6 


0 

1 

1 

3 

Shelton to Alda (291-305) 

2 

2 

2 

4 


0 

0 

0 

0 

Alda to Chapman (305- n/a) 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

40 

64 

75 

67 


12 

26 

21 

20 


*See the first footnote in Table 1 for survey areas covered and dates. 

** Numbers in parenthesis refer to Interstate 80 mile markers. 
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Piping Plover 
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-igure 2. Piping plover trends along the central Platte River 2001 to 2004. 
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a sandpit. While some of the nests counted here are undoubtedly renests, there is 
little means of quantifying how many nests are original and how many are renesting 
efforts without the aid of marked individuals. 

The present drought conditions in central Nebraska began in 2000 and 2001, 
following five years of higher-than-average flow conditions. The dry conditions 
experienced over the past four years have had little effect on the numbers of Least 
Terns (Figure 1) and Piping Plovers (Figure 2) in central Nebraska The mid-June 
surveys correspond with the timing of the annua! Nebraska statewide surveys and the 
2001 International Piping Plover survey. Both species forage in and along the active 
channel of the river; however, they establish their nests on the sandpits adjacent to 
the river and these sandpits are not as affected by the dry conditions as is the actual 
river. 

Our surveys document the presence of Least Terns and Piping Plovers in the Platte 
River corridor of central Nebraska. Past efforts (Faanes 1983, Sidle and Kirsch 
1993) indicate nesting occurred on the river proper; however, all nesting identified in 
this study was on non-riverine habitats, continuing a trend noted by Jenniges (2005). 
Least Terns and Piping Plovers are species of heightened conservation concern and 
further study is needed to examine the relationship of the central Nebraska 
populations to regional and range-wide populations. 
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2004 (16th) REPORT OF THE NOU RECORDS COMMITTEE 


Complied by Mark A. Brogie (NOURC Chairperson) 
508 Seeley 

Creighton, NE 68729 


The functions and methods of the Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union Records 
Committee are described in its bylaws (NOU Records Committee 1986). The 
committee’s purpose is to provide a procedure for documenting unusual bird 
sightings and to establish a list of all documented birds for Nebraska. The “Official 
List of the Birds of Nebraska” was first published in 1988 (NOU Records 
Committee 1988) and has been updated two times (NOU Records Committee 1997, 
2004). 


The “Official List” has been appended fourteen times: (Mollhoff 1989, 
Grenon 1990, 1991, Gubanyi 1996a, 1996b, 1996c, Brogie 1997, 1998, 1999, 
2003, 2004, Jorgensen 2001, 2002, 2003). This report includes all accounts 
submitted during the calendar year of 2004 covering 25 records with accession 
numbers 1085 -1109. AH records mentioned here will be available to interested 
persons at the NOU archives at the University of Nebraska State Museum (UNSM), 
Lincoln, NE. Interested parties should contact the current NOU Librarian, whose 
address can be found in the latest issue of The Nebraska Bird Review. 


State List 

The American Ornithologists' Union Checklist of North American Birds, 
Seventh Edition (1998) and the Forty-first, Forty-second, Forty-third, and Forty- 
fourth Supplement to the American Ornithologists' Union (AOU, 1997, 2000, 2002, 
2003) contain many taxonomic changes affecting North American birds. The 
following summarizes all revisions by the AOU in regards to changes in scientific 
names and changes in assignments to family and order of species to the most 
recently published “Official List of the Birds of Nebraska” (NBR 72: 108 -126). 
Additionally, the list reflects changes in frequency of occurrence as determined by 
the NOU Records Committee, which reviewed records of bird occurrences in 
Nebraska for 1995-2004. Frequency of occurrence is indicated by the following 
terms (NOU Records Committee 1988): 

Regular - acceptably reported in 9-10 of the past 10 years 
Casual - acceptably reported in 4-7 of the past 10 years 
Accidental - acceptably reported in 0-2 of the past 10 years 
Extirpated - not acceptably reported in the past 50 years 
Extinct - no longer found alive anywhere in the world. 

The frequency of occurrence for any species that is acceptably reported in 3 or 8 
of the last 10 years is discussed by the committee and placed in a category felt most 
appropriate by the committee. 

With this report, the following changes are made to the “Official List of the 
Birds of Nebraska: 2003”. 
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Changes in Firmness of Data 

1. Mountain Chickadee ( Poecile gambeli ) 1-P to 1-S 
(UNSM#ZM-17444) 


Changes in Frequency of Occurrence 

1. Brant ( Branta bernicla) Accidental to Casual 

2. Glossy Ibis ( Plegadis falcinellus ) Accidental to Casual 

3. Mew Gull {Larus canus) Casual to Regular 

4. Iceland Gull ( Larus glaucoides ) Casual to Regular 

5. Eurasian Collared-Dove {Streptopelia decaocto ) Casual to Regular 

6. White-winged Dove ( Zenaida asiatica ) Casual to Regular 

7. Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch {Leucosticte tephrocotis) Casual to 

Regular 


Changes Involving Nebraska Species Due to Taxonomic Revisions 
and/or Changes in English or Scientific Names 

1. The Canada Goose compex is split into two species: 

Cackling Goose {Branta hutchinsii ) consists of the High Arctic-breeding, 
smaller-bodied birds of the former subspecies B.c. asiatica ("Bering") 
(extinct), B.c. hutchinsii ("Richardson's"), B.c. leucopareia ("Aleutian"), 
B.c. minima ("Cackling"), and B.c. taverneri ("Taverner's"), all smaller 
members of the lesser complex. 

Canada Goose {Branta canadensis ) now consists of the more southerly- 
distributed, larger-bodied taxa of B.c. canadensis ("Atlantic"), B.c. fulva 
("Vancouver"), B.c. interior ("Interior"), B.c. maxima ("Giant"), B.c. 
moffitti ("Moffitt's"), B.c. Occidentalis ("Dusky"), and B.c. parvipes 
("Lesser"), all larger members of the lesser complex. 

2. Spotted Sandpiper {Actitis macularia) becomes Act it is macularius. 

3. Worm-eating Warbler {Helmitheros vermivorus ) becomes 

Helmitheros vermivorum. 


Changes in Sequence 

A change is made in the taxonomic order of the genus Branta in the 
Official Checklist. The new sequence is as follows: 

Brant {Branta bernicla ) 

Cackling Goose {Branta hutchinsii) 

Canada Goose {Branta canadensis ) 

2004 Additions to State List 

1. Cackling Goose {Branta hutchinsii ). Regular 1-S (UNSM # ZM-11999) 

With this addition, the “Official List of the Birds of Nebraska” 
stands at 448 species. 



80 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


Vol. 73 No. 2 


Criteria for Accepted Records 

For a record to be accepted, a minimum of six votes in favor are required with no 
more than one dissenting vote (NOU Records Committee 1986). Records in the 
following classes are listed as accepted: 

I-S - a diagnostic, labeled specimen exists 

I-P - a diagnostic, labeled photograph or slide exists 

I-R - a diagnostic, labeled recording exists 

II - three or more independently written diagnostic documentations of the 

same bird exist 

III - one or two independently written diagnostic documentations of the 

same bird exist 

Each account of an accepted record includes a brief statement noting the species, 
class, date, location, and initial(s) of observers. 


Pre-2004 Records Accepted 

Tufted Duck (Aythya fuligula ) 

1. A single adult male (presumably the same bird present each winter 

since 1999) was photographed (Class 1-P; SJD) on Lake Ogallala, Keith 
Co., 19 December 2003. 

Little Gull ( Larus minutus ) 

1. A basic adult bird was observed (Class III; SJD) on Lake McConaughy, 
Keith Co., 19, 21 December 2003. 

Mew Gull {Larus canus) 

1. One adult in basic plumage was photographed (Class I-P; SJD) at Lake 
Ogallala, Keith Co., 19 December 2003. 

Iceland Gull {Larus glaucoides ) 

1. A written description was received of a first winter bird (Class III; 

WRS) at Lake Ogallala, Keith Co., 25 December 2003. 

White-winged Dove {Zenaida asiatica) 

1. A single bird was photographed (Class 1-P; EP) in Kearney, Buffalo Co., 
16 August 2003. 

Lewis’s Woodpecker {Melanerpes lewis ) 

1. A single bird in the yard of Robin Harding and Lanny Randolph, 5 miles 
SSE of Gibbon, Buffalo Co., was photographed (Class 1-P; GL) on 11 
May 2003. 

Rock Wren {Salpinctes obsoletus ) 

1. A lone bird was observed (Class III; RH, LR) on the rocks near Ogallala 
Beach, Lake McConaughy, Keith Co., on 21 December 2003. 
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Painted Bunting ( Passerina ciris) 

1. A second-year male was netted, banded, and photographed (Class 1-P; 
MH, SH) near West Point, Cuming Co., 25 May 2003. 


2004 Accepted Records 

Black-bellied Whistling-Duck ( Dendrocygna autumnalis ) 

1. A group of four birds was observed (Class III; PM) on a farm pond in 
northwest Lancaster Co., 24 May 2004. 

Eurasian Wigeon (Anas penelope) 

1. An adult male was photographed (Class 1 -P; JJ) at Hupp WMA, Thayer 
Co., 14 March 2004. 

Red-throated Loon (Gavia stellata) 

1. A bird in near-alternate plumage was photographed (Class 1-P; JO, PL) 
at Lake Minatare, Scotts Bluff Co., 27 May and 02 June 2004. 

Brown Pelican ( Pelecanus occidentalis) 

1. A single adult bird was photographed (Class 1-P; SD) on Harlan County 
Reservoir, Harlan Co., 20 June 2004. 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron (Nyctanassa violacea ) 

1. A juvenile bird was photographed (Class 1-P; EB, MB) in Creighton, 

Knox Co., 09 June 2004. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper ( Calidris pusilla) 

1. A single non-breeding adult bird was observed (Class III ; TJW) at 
Jeffrey Lake, Lincoln Co., 31 October 2004. 

Great Black-backed Gull (harus marinus) 

1. A first-winter bird was described in detail (Class III; MI) from Lake 
McConaughy, Keith Co., 19 January 2004. 

Common Ground-Dove ( Columbina passerina ) 

1. A single bird was observed (Class III; JD) approximately 13 miles west of 
Geneva in Clay Co., 26 November 2004. This is the second accepted 
record for this species in Nebraska. 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher (Tyrannus forficatus) 

1. An adult bird was photographed (Class 1-P; NP) near Filley, Gage Co., 

25 June 2004. 

Clark’s Nutcracker (Nucifraga columbiana) 

1. A single bird was photographed (Class 1-P; TJW) at Wapiti WMA, 

Lincoln Co., 30 August 2004. 

MacGillivray’s Warbler (Oporornis tolmiei ) 

1. An adult male was netted, banded, and photographed (Class 1-P; MH, 

SH) near West Point, Cuming Co., 29 May 2004. 
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Savannah Sparrow (Passerculus sandwichensis ) 

1. An adult bird was observed (Class III; CF, LF) near Nebraska City, Otoe 
Co., 22 January 2004. 

Scott’s Oriole {Icterus par isorum) 

1. An adult male was observed (Class III; CD) in Kearney, Buffalo Co., 29 
June 2004. 

Pine Grosbeak {Pinicola enucleator) 

1. A male was photographed (Class 1-P; SD) in Grant, Perkins Co., 20 
December 2004. 


Unaccepted Records 

Records in the following classes are considered unaccepted (NOU Records 
Committee 1986): 

IV - probably correct, but not beyond reasonable doubt 
V - a record with insufficient evidence to support the identification 
claimed 

VI - a probable released or escaped bird or mistaken identification 

Each account of an unaccepted record includes a brief statement noting the 
species, class, date, location, and reasons for the committee’s failure to accept the 
record. 


2004 Unaccepted Records 

Greater Roadrunner (Geococcyx californianus ) 

1. A written report was received of a single bird observed running across 
a gravel road near Funk Lagoon, Phelps Co., 29 March 2004. 
Although suggestive, the description in this documentation lacked 
sufficient details for this species to be placed on the Official State 
List. 


2004 Records Still Under Review 

Acadian Flycatcher (Empidonax virescens) 

1. A photo of a bird netted and banded at the Nebraska National Forest at 
Halsey, Thomas Co., 03 September 2003, is still under review. 

Hammond’s Flycatcher (Empidonax hammondii ) 

1. A photo of a bird netted and banded at the Nebraska National Forest at 
Halsey, Thomas Co., 03 September 2003, is still under review. 
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Correction to the 2002 NOURC Report 

1. Black-legged Kittiwake 

The date this species was observed in Cedar Co. should be corrected 
to 25 October 2002. The Nebraska Bird Review 71 (2003): 139. 


Correction to the “Official List of the Birds of Nebraska: 2003” 

Snowy Owl (Bubo scandiaca) becomes Bubo scandiacus. The Nebraska Bird 
Review 72 (2004):! 12 & 118. 
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In Memory of Loren 4 Bub’ Blake 
Sept. 17, 1944 - Oct. 5, 2004 
by Neal Ratzlaff 

Loren Blake, known to all of his friends as ‘Bub’, entered many of our 
lives on a fall evening in the late 1980s. The occasion was the traditional shared 
nature slide session at the Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union Fall Field Days. Rumors 
circulated about a Sandhills rancher interested in birds and photography who was 
going to show up with a few slides he had taken ‘around the ranch’. And show up he 
did, with a carousel of his best! The room was soon buzzing with Oohs, Aahs, and 
Wows as Bub dazzled us with his crisp, well-composed photos of everything from 
sparrows to herons. 

Over the years, the slides continued, with an ever-widening range of 
locations, all the way to Texas and Bosque del Apache, and our friendship with this 
soft-spoken, diminutive rancher grew. His photos began to appear elsewhere, 
including in NEBRASKAland magazine. 



Photo courtesy of Joel Sartore/www.joelsartore.com 


Members of the Audubon Society of Omaha will remember his presentation 
at one of our meetings, particularly the Burrowing Owl slides, which documented 
the sequential appearance of seven owls, one owl at a time, a series which perhaps 
best demonstrated his remarkable patience and passion for nature. 

After he retired from the ranch, Bub was a regular springtime volunteer at 
Rowe Sanctuary, where he served as a tour guide and gave lectures and photo 
presentations on cranes. He also spent considerable time working and volunteering 
at the Ashfall Fossil Beds where he developed a very successful bluebird route. 

Bub left us much he same way he came. Quietly, without fanfare or 
advance notice. But his photos and the words of St. Francis that accompanied his 
presentations remain with us: 

“All things bright and beautiful. All creatures great and small. All things 
wise and wonderful. The Lord God made them all.” 


Reprinted with permission from the November 2004 issue of "The Meadowlark", the 
newsletter of the Audubon Society of Omaha. 
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Annual Meeting at Calamus Reservoir 

The 106th Annual Meeting of the NOU was held on May 13-15, 2005, at 
the Calamus Lodge near Burwell. Sixty-four members and guests were in 
attendance. 

The slate of candidates presented by the nominating committee was 
accepted by the members present. The officers elected were Dave Heidt, president 
(replacing Alice Kenitz), Urban Lehner, vice-president (replacing Dave Heidt), Betty 
Grenon, treasurer, Kevin Poague, secretary (replacing Mitzi Fox), Mary Lou 
Pritchard, librarian, Loren Padelford, director, and Janis Paseka, editor. 

Friday evening's speaker was Scott Taylor, Upland Game Program Manager 
for Nebraska Game and Parks, who spoke about current upland game bird research in 
Nebraska. The focus was on population studies of Mourning Doves and Ring¬ 
necked Pheasants. 

On Saturday evening, Wayne Mollhoff updated the group on the status of 
the next Breeding Bird Atlas project. Data for the first project were gathered from 
1984 to 1989. The new project may begin gathering data as early as the 2006 
breeding season, depending on how soon funding can be secured. 

Field trips on Saturday and on Sunday morning went around Calamus 
Reservoir, along the North Loup River, to Davis Creek Reservoir, to Sherman 
Reservoir and into Holt and Wheeler Counties. A total of 172 species was counted. 
Among the highlights were Peregrine Falcon, Virginia Rail, Long-billed Curlew, 
Caspian Tern, Little Gull, Eurasian Collared-Dove, and Bay-breasted Warbler. 
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SUMMER FIELD REPORT, June-July 2005 

Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 


INTRODUCTION 

The highlights of this season revolve around the excellent wetland habitat 
that existed in the eastern Rainwater Basin as a result of two things: a period of 
good rains in May and playa wetlands that have undergone restoration. The latter 
involves removal of accumulated silt and woody vegetation. Silt removal allows for 
germination of plants of the native soil bank in the original impervious pan, as well 
as somewhat deeper and more stable water conditions. These conditions resulted in 
several important breeding records, such as Pied-billed Grebe, American Coot, 
Northern Shoveler, and especially Black-necked Stilt. The good water conditions no 
doubt allowed waterfowl to linger, most unexpectedly Ring-necked Duck and Greater 
Scaup. Also related to the quality habitat were the increased numbers of lingering 
shorebirds, probably those which for several reasons may not have completed their 
northward migration. (Late shorebirds were at L McConaughy also, no doubt for 
similar reasons.) The removal of woody vegetation at Rainwater Basin wetlands is 
likely a contributor to the increasing numbers of Greater Prairie-Chicken and 
Henslow’s Sparrow occurring in extensive grassland areas, not necessarily restricted 
to areas with native grassland species. 

There is a clear increase in numbers of southern breeders in Nebraska such as 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher and Northern Mockingbird, and White-winged Dove 
appears to be on the verge of becoming a Nebraska breeding species, if it has not 
already (see account). A major westward movement of Dickcissels was noted; 
western birders were quite excited to see this species in such numbers, although, as 
is typical in the west, they disappeared fairly early, perhaps without breeding. 

The work being done by Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory personnel with 
Mountain Plovers and western Sandhills prairie birds, both efforts essentially on 
private lands, is encouraging. Mountain Plover nests were located and marked, with 
permission of the land owners, so that disking of fallow wheat ground did not 
destroy the nests, A surprisingly large number of nests was found in Kimball 
County, as well as one in Banner County; productivity was good for these nests. An 
intriguing find in Sheridan County was a Marbled Godwit nest, one of very few 
records for the state, but raising the possibility that this species indeed breeds in 
Nebraska in the vast, remote, and rarely-accessed grasslands of the western Sandhills. 

Finally, various NEBirds posts highlighted the concept that hummingbirds 
that show up from late July to early August are very likely not Ruby-throateds, 
which do not appear until mid- or late August. Although this is no surprise to 
western birders, observers in central and eastern Nebraska at locations where 
hummers were not seen during the summer should carefully scrutinize any hummer 
that appears in late Jul-early August. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 

ADF: Arbor Day Farm, Otoe Co 
BBS: Breeding Bird Survey 
BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co 
Cem: Cemetery 

CLNWR: Crescent L NWR, Garden Co 
CRP: Conservation Reserve Program (USDA) 

FF: Fonteneiie Forest, Sarpy Co 

FL: Funk Lagoon, Phelps Co 

GPD: Gavins Point Dam, Cedar/Knox Cos 

HCR: Harlan Co Res, Harlan Co 

ICSP: Indian Cave SP, Nemaha/Richardson Cos 

LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co 

LO: L Ogallala, Keith Co 

m.ob.: many observers 

MRET: Missouri River Ecology Trail, Neale Woods, Washington Co 

NC: Nature Center 

NF: National Forest 

NGP: Nebraska Game and Parks 

NM: National Monument 

NOURC: Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union Records Committee 
NWR: National Wildlife Refuge 
PL: Pawnee L, Lancaster Co 
Res: Reservoir 

e. RWB: eastern Rainwater Basin, southcentral and southeast Nebraska 
SCP: Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co 
SHP: State Historical Park 
SL: Sewage Lagoon(s) 

SP: State Park 

SRA: State Recreation Area 

WLC: West Lawn Cemetery, Gering 

WMA: (State) Wildlife Management Area 

WP: Wilderness Park, Lincoln 

WPA: (Federal) Waterfowl Production Area 

WS: Waco WPA/Spikerush WMA, York Co 

WSR: Wind Springs Ranch, Sioux Co, 


GAZETTEER 

Ash Hollow SHP: Garden Co 
Chadron SP: Dawes Co 
Deep Well WMA: Hamilton Co 
Freeman Lakes WPA: Seward Co 
Harvard WPA: Clay Co 
Kiowa WMA: Scotts Bluff Co 
L Minatare: Scotts Bluff Co 
Monroe Canyon: Sioux Co 
North Lake Basin WMA: Seward Co 
Old Stage Hill Road: Scotts Bluff Co 
Sowbelly Canyon: Sioux Co 
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Spikerush WMA: York Co 

Waco WPA: York Co 

Wildcat Hills; Scotts Bluff-Banner Cos 


OBSERVERS 

AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering 

AR: Alice Rumery, Kearney 

ARy: Allen Reyer, Bellevue 

BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City 

B&LP: Babs & Loren Padelford, Bellevue 

BW: Bruce Walgren, Casper, WY 

BY: Ben Young, Salem, OR 

CK: Courtney Kerns, Alliance 

CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue 

CT: Christine Thody, Lincoln 

DB: Duane Bright, Bellevue 

D&CN: Don & Colleen Noecker, Albion 

D&JP: Don & Jams Paseka, Ames 

DK: Dan Kim, Wood River 

DM: Don Maas, Omaha 

DSt: Dave Stage, Lincoln 

EB: Elliott Bedows, Bellevue 

EM: Erin McFadden, Omaha 

GL: Gary Lingle, Grand Island 

G&WH: Glen & Wanda Hoge, Alma 

HA: Henry Armknecht, Ovid, CO 

HKH: Helen K. Hughson, Mitchell 

JGJ; Joel G. Jorgensen, Blair 

JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield 

JSt: Jon Strong, Omaha 

JT: Jerry Toll, Omaha 

KD; Kathy DeLara, Mitchell 

KP: Kevin Poague, Lincoln 

KS: Kent Skaggs, Kearney 

L&CF: Laurence and Carol Falk, Nebraska City 

LB: Laurel Badura, Kearney 

LB1: Laurine Blankenau, Omaha 

LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln 

LF: Lonnie Frimann, Scottsbluff 

LR: Lanny Randolph, Gibbon 

MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton 

MU: Mark Urwiller, Kearney 

NR: Neal Ratzlaff, Omaha 

P&DD: Phyllis and Dean Drawbaugh, Scottsbluff 

PDu: Paul Dunbar, Hastings 

PK: Page Klug, Omaha 

PS: Phil Swanson, Omaha 

RE: Rick Eades, Lincoln 

RG: Ruth Green, Bellevue 

RH: Robin Harding, Gibbon 
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SA: Sue Amiotte, Chadron 
SJ: Stephen Jones, Boulder, CO 
SJD: Stephen J. Dinsmore, Ames, IA 
TJW: T.J. Walker, Brady 
WF: William Flack, Madison 
WM: Wayne Mollhoff, Ashland 
WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, IA 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Greater White-fronted Goose: The only stragglers reported were 2 at Harvard WPA 
17-18 Jun (PDu,JGJ) and one at PL 30 Jul (LE). 

Snow Goose: Stragglers were reported from the e. RWB 4-25 Jun, as is usual 
(JGJ,PDu,LE,WF); best count was only 4 (JGJ). Less usual were 2 in 
Antelope Co 22 Jun (MB). 

Canada Goose: The 200 still in the e. RWB 4 Jun was noteworthy; only 30 were 
there 11 Jun (JGJ). Summering there is limited, and breeding essentially 
unreported (JGJ). The 100 at Conestoga L, Lancaster Co, 23 Jul (LE) was the 
first fall flock noted. 

Trumpeter Swan: Three on a BBS route in n. Sheridan Co 18 Jun were 
unexpected, but their presence may have resulted from drier conditions farther 
east (CNK); the Gordon area is at the nw. edge of the summer range. 

Wood Duck: Many broods were noted throughout the state; this species is doing 
very well. 

Gadwall: Routine reports. 

American Wigeon: Three on 4 Jun in the e. RWB (JGJ) and 4 on 5 Jun at LM 
(SJD) were a bit late. 

Mallard: Routine reports. 

Blue-winged Teal: A hen with 20 ducklings at Harvard WPA 5 Jun (PDu) had her 
“hands” full; the several irresponsible males with her fled the scene. 

Cinnamon Teal: Numbers appeared to be down at Kiowa WMA, where only 2 
males were reported on 4 Jun (SJD). The only other report was of a male at 
LM 5 Jun (SJD). 

Northern Shoveler: Indicative of excellent habitat at a few e. RWB locations this 
summer was a brood at North Lake Basin 16 Jul (JGJ); breeding is unusual 
away from the Sandhills. 

Northern Pintail: A straggler was at WS 4 Jul (DSt); few occur in mid-summer 
away from the Sandhills, but breeding occurs on occasion in the e. RWB. 

Green-winged Teal: A few summered in the e. RWB (JGJ), probably molt- 
migrants or non-breeding stragglers, 

Canvasback: None were reported; breeds regularly in small numbers in the 
Sandhills. 

Redhead: Several presumed non-breeders were noted in the e. RWB through 9 Jul 
(JGJ,RE,LR,RH); best count was 25 on 24 Jun (JGJ). 

Ring-necked Duck: This species does not breed in Nebraska and summer records 
are few, especially in the e. RWB, where there were only 5 records prior to 
this summer. Thus surprising was the presence of 6 males at 4 locations. 
Singles were at North Lake Basin 4-18 Jun (JGJ), WS 11 Jun-4 Jul 
(JGJ,DSt), and Sinninger WPA, York Co, 11 Jun-3 Jul (JGJ). Three were at 
Deep Well WMA 11 Jun-9 Jul (LR,RH) and 2 were there 17 Jul (MB). 
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Greater Scaup: Also rare in summer, a female apparently of this species was seen 
in Fillmore Co 3 Jul (JGJ; wwwjorgensencontracting.com/birding.htm). 
This is the first summer record for the state, and the only record 28 May-3 
Oct. 

Lesser Scaup: Also rare in mid-summer in the e. RWB, up to 7 were noted at 
various locations through 16 Jul (JGJ,LE). 

Hooded Merganser: The usual female/immature-plumaged birds were noted in the 
e. RWB through 24 Jun, peak count 22 on 4 Jun (JGJ); interestingly, none 
were found 16 Jul or thereafter (JGJ). These birds are probably one-year-old 
pre-breeders of both genders and apparently depart for molt locations around 
the end of Jun. 

Common Merganser: The only report was from a regular molt location (when water 
is present!), Lake Alice, Scotts Bluff Co, where 24 were present 23 Jul (KD). 
As many as 200 birds molt here, usually arriving around mid-Jul. 

Ruddy Duck: A few (peak count 11 on 3 Jul) were noted in the e. RWB 
(JGJ,LR,RH,RE) but no breeding evidence was found other than displays by 
males. This species has bred on occasion in the e. RWB. 

Chukar: One seen in the Little Lake Alice, Scotts Bluff Co, area 16 Jul (P&DD) 
was presumably an escapee, but the habitat in the area would seem more 
suitable for a population to be established than, say, Branched Oak Lake or 
Nebraska City! 

Gray Partridge: Rather southerly were 2 in Hamilton Co 21 Jul (MB); the last 
southward expansion was in the 1980s, and this sighting as well as one of 16 
birds in Dodge Co in 2003 suggest another may be underway. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Routine reports. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Routine reports, 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: Booming continued well into Jun, with active leks in 
Custer and Lincoln Cos 12 Jun (TJW), 13 birds on a lek near Grafton 11 Jun 
(JGJ), and up to 18 birds at Hultine WPA, Clay Co, 24 Jun (JGJ). The 
Huitine location is significant, as it is a renovated e. RWB playa wetland; use 
by prairie-chickens of these areas, where trees and brush have been removed, 
is on the increase (see Spring 2005), 

Wild Turkey: Routine reports. 

Northern Bobwhite: This species is doing well in canyon lands in Custer and se. 
Lincoln Cos; 30-35 were counted on a BBS route there 12 Jun, and a “fair 
number” of calling males were heard each day in se. Lincoln Co 15-21 Jun 
(TJW). 

Common Loon: The only reports were from a regular summering location, LO, 
where a basic-plumaged bird was seen 21 Jun (SJD), possibly the same bird 3 
Jul (MB), and an alternate adult rather early 14 Jul (BY); the latter may have 
been a failed breeder moving south early. 

Pied-billed Grebe: The quality wetland habitat this summer in the e. RWB led to 
“widespread nesting” by this species (JGJ). Specific reports were of 2 broods 
at WS 16 Jul (JGJ) and an adult incubating at Deep Well WMA 16 Jul 
(LR,RH). 

Eared Grebe: Three stragglers were in the e. RWB 11 Jun (JGJ), and as many as 
36, including many in alternate plumage, were still at North Platte SL 5 Jun 
(WRS). Few are found away from breeding areas after the first week of Jun. 

Western Grebe: Best count was 464 at LM 5 Jun (SJD). 

Clark’s Grebe: An adult at WS 4 Jun was the first e. RWB record and 2nd for the 
RWB as a whole (JGJ; details). This species is a casual spring migrant 
eastward. An excellent count was the 13 at LM 5 Jun (SJD). 
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American White Pelican: Best count was 544 at LM 5 Jun (SJD), and the last 
roving spring bands were 105 at Lewellen 18 Jun (KD) and 82 at Sutherland 
Res, Lincoln Co, 23 Jun (TJW), First fall returnees were 83 at PL 23 Jul 
(LE), A few stragglers occur in mid-summer. 

Double-crested Cormorant: Unexpected in mid-summer in the south and east were 
singles at HCR 6 Jul (G&WH) and at North Lake Basin 16 Jul (JGJ). 

American Bittern: More conspicuous than usual in the e. RWB were 1-3 at Harvard 
WPA 17-18 Jun (PDu,JGJ) and one at Deep Well WMA 11 Jun (LR,RH), 
Breeding status is uncertain at LM; one was there 21 Jun (SJD). 

Least Bittern: Good water conditions at a few locations produced several sightings 
of this elusive species, most in the e. RWB. Two in Madison Co 2 Jun (MB) 
were furthest north. One was at Harvard WPA 12 Jun (PDu), 1-2 were at 
Rauscher WPA, Fillmore Co, 18 Jun (JGJ), and up to 4 (on 24 Jun) were at 
WS 20 Jun-17 Jul (ARy,JGJ, m. ob.). 

Great Blue Heron: The “typical mid-summer surge” yielded 60 in the e. RWB 24 
Jun (JGJ), and 47 were at WS 4 Jul (DSt), 

Great Egret: Jun usually has the lowest numbers, and this Jun was about normal, 
with 1-3 at various e. RWB locations (JGJ,ARy,D&JP). Numbers generally 
increase in Jul, but best count was only 7, in the e. RWB 16 Jul (JGJ). Two 
at Kiowa WMA 16 Jul (P&DD) and one in Scotts Bluff Co 18 Jul (KD) were 
among few fall records and the earliest yet for the Panhandle. 

Snowy Egret: Three singles were reported, all westerly: one stood out in a cattle 
feedlot in Greeley Co 4 Jun (LR,RH), one was at LM 5 Jun (SJD), and 
another was in Morrill Co 25 Jun (AK). Late Jun records are unusual. 

Little Blue Heron: Rare in Jun, an adult was at WS 11 Jun (JGJ). No others were 
reported. 

Cattle Egret: Good counts were 41 at wetlands near Verona 18 Jun (JGJ) and 25 at 
HCR 6 Jul (G&WH). Small groups wander about in summer and may breed 
if suitable conditions are found. 

Green Heron: One at LM 5 Jun (SJD) and another at Paxton 21 Jun (SJD) were 
westerly. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: Routine reports. 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: The only report was of a juvenile at North Lake 
Basin 3 Jul (JGJ). There are few reports of this rare summer visitor to 
Nebraska, most in recent years from the e. RWB. 

White-faced Ibis: Exciting was the 3rd confirmed nesting record for the e. RWB: 6- 
10 birds were present 24 Jun and 3 pairs were discovered nesting in cattails at 
Rauscher WPA, Fillmore Co, 3 Jul (JGJ, photos). The two previous attempts 
were unsuccessful: a pair nesting in 1916 were shot and the marsh dried up to 
end a 2001 attempt. Others (1-4) were noted through Jun at various locations, 
including 10 at HCR 30 Jun (G&WH); 1-2 remained there through the period 
(G&WH) and 2 were at Deep Well WMA 17 Jul (MB). 

Turkey Vulture: Routine reports. 

Osprey: One of fewer than 30 summer reports was at Valentine Fish Hatchery 14 Jul 
(B&LP). Summer Ospreys in Nebraska are likely birds not yet of breeding 
age, 

Mississippi Kite: Up to 6 were seen at Ogallala during the period 
(MB,EB,SJD,AR,KS); the high count was 6 on 3 Jul (MB). Two had 
returned to Red Cloud, the only other currently known breeding site, and 
were present from late May to mid-Jun (KS); no breeding activity was noted. 
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Bald Eagle: A nest near Rogers had 3 juveniles standing beside it 1 Jun (D&JP). 
The long-documented nest at Lake Alice, Scotts Bluff Co, fledged one chick 
in mid-Jun, the 30th fledged from that nest (Brad McKinney, fide AK). 

Northern Harrier: Adults seen at locations suitable for breeding were one at 
Mallard Haven WPA, Fillmore Co, 11 Jun (JGJ) and a pair over CRP 
grassland in Chase Co 23 Jun (TJW), 

Cooper’s Hawk: A pair in Bellevue ousted by crows (see Spring Report) moved a 
short distance and nested successfully, fledging 4 young (B&LP). 

Red-shouldered Hawk: Good news was the presence of one at Neale Woods, 
Douglas Co, 6-7 Jun (JT,NR); currently the only known summering location 
is FF, where one was found 26 Jun (CNK). 

Broad-winged Hawk: The only report was of an adult in north Omaha 10 Jul 
(B&LP); summering and breeding birds are reported occasionally in the 
Missouri River Valley. 

Swainson’s Hawk: South-easternmost were singles in Dodge Co 2-6 Jun (D&JP) 
and at Springer WPA, Hamilton Co, 11 Jun (LR,RH); both may have been 
late migrants, 

Red-tailed Hawk: Three recently-fledged juveniles were seen in Custer Co 12 Jun 
(TJW). 

Ferruginous Hawk: Routine reports. 

Golden Eagle: Routine reports. 

American Kestrel: Routine reports. 

Prairie Falcon: Routine reports. 

Peregrine Falcon: Two birds were at the Capitol Building in Lincoln 12 Jun (WF); 
no breeding evidence was reported. One chasing shorebirds in Sarpy Co 26 
Jul (B&LP) was likely one of the Omaha breeding pair. Another at Harvard 
WPA 5 Jun (PDu), if not from Omaha or Lincoln, was a very late migrant. 

Virginia Rail: Reports in Jun from suitable habitat indicate breeding; south- 
easternmost, where scarcest, were singles at WS 20 Jun (ARy) and Wood 
Duck WMA, Stanton Co, 8-9 Jun (WF). Also uncommon in the southwest, 
one was “probably nesting” in Dundy Co 7 Jun (TJW). 

Sora: Possibly even more rare in mid-summer in the RWB than Virginia Rail, 2-5 
were reported at various basins 4-18 Jun (JGJ,LR,RH). 

Common Moorhen: One of fewer than 10 e. RWB records, and about 35 in all for 
the state, was a single at Waco WPA, York Co, 11-20 Jun (JGJ,ARy). 

American Coot: Good water levels at a few e. RWB wetlands resulted in breeding; 
at least 20 nests were at North Lake Basin as well as a few at other sites 4 Jun 
(JGJ). At least 4 nests were at Deep Well WMA 11 Jun (LR,RH) and at least 
one brood with 7 chicks was present there 15-16 Jul (MB,LR,RH). Five 
broods, one with 6 chicks, were at WS 16 Jul (JGJ). 

Sandhill Crane: The only report was of a flyover near Sacramento-Wilcox WMA, 
Phelps Co, 7 Jun (PK); this may have been a late migrant, but there are 
several recent summer records, including breeding, from the RWB. 

Black-bellied Plover: A female in York Co 10 Jun (JGJ) was record late for the e, 
RWB; there is but a handful of later records statewide. 

American Golden-Plover: Only the 3rd and 4th Jun records for Nebraska were one 
in York Co 17 Jun (JGJ) and 2 birds, one molting and the other in basic 
plumage and with an injured leg, at WS 24-25 Jun (JGJ,LE), with one also 
present 26 Jun (JSt), An altemate-plumaged bird at Deep Well WMA 9 Jul 
(LR,RH) was the earliest fall date on record; another was at Freeman Lakes 16 
Jul (JGJ). 
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Snowy Plover: The only reports were of 3-4 at LM 5-21 Jun (SJD), where 7 nests 
were located by Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District 
personnel (Gabe Wilson, fide SJD). The total nests found in 2004 and 2005 
is 17, rather amazing considering that the 2 nests found there in 2003 were 
Nebraska’s 4th and 5th breeding records! 

Semipaimated Plover: Fourth-latest for Nebraska, but record-late for the e. RWB, 
were 2 at Wilkins WPA, Fillmore Co, 11 Jun (JGJ). First for fall was one in 
the e. RWB 16 Jul (JGJ). 

Piping Plover: The incredible numbers nesting at LM continue: 202 nests were 
located by Centra! Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District personnel 
(Gabe Wilson, fide SJD) this summer, following the 182 in 2004 and 117 in 
2003. The Northern Great Plains population of Piping Plovers was only 1981 
in 2001 and the world population was 5945 {The Birds of North America 
Online ), which indicates the importance of the LM breeding population since. 
The Spring Report noted that on 28 May (actually 27 May) the 4 eggs from 
the nesting pair at L Minatare were removed due to rising water levels and 
transferred to nests at LM (fide KD). The transfer was unsuccessful, as at LM 
2 eggs were destroyed by dogs and the other two were abandoned when the 
adults departed with two newly-hatched chicks from their own eggs (fide 
KD). However the L. Minatare plovers renested after the transfer, with 1 egg 
present 6 Jun (KD). No other eggs were laid in this new nest, and the single 
egg was moved to LM 9 Jun; it too was predated, apparently by a skunk (fide 
KD). High water levels prevented any further nesting activity. The female of 
the nesting pair at L Minatare was one of 3 banded at L Diefenbaker, 
Saskatchewan, in 2004 (fide KD), Rare in the e. RWB, 2 were in se. York Co 
11 Jun (LE), High water reduced the number of nesting sites to two along the 
Platte River between Columbus and Plattsmouth (CT). 

Killdeer: Best count was 182 at a single e, RWB location 16 Jul (JGJ); Jul 
aggregations are probably local birds and their young. 

Mountain Plover: Working with landowners in the s. Panhandle to protect known 
nests from tillage loss by locating and marking the nest locations has been a 
success; this year 47 nests in Kimball Co and one in Banner Co, located in 
about 20,000 acres of dryland wheat fields, were successful (fide CK). A nest 
with 3 eggs was found in Kimball Co 5 Jun (SJD). 

Black-necked Stilt; This species has become quite numerous in the w. Sandhills in 
recent years, but unexpected was its major incursion into the e. RWB this 
spring and summer, including nestings at 3 locations, the first for the e. 
RWB and easternmost for Nebraska (pers. comm. JGJ). These events 
followed heavy rains that filled playa basins, notably newly-renovated basins 
at Trumbull Basin, Adams Co, and Spikerush WMA. The Spring Report 
noted the presence at Harvard WPA of 6 birds and 2 nests in late May; by 19 
Jun only 2 birds were present, but the pair had a nest containing 4 eggs 
(PDu,JGJ), There were 7 birds at Harvard WPA 23 Jun (PDu), but the active 
nest was empty, with no eggshells present (PDu). No stilts were at Harvard 
WPA 30 Jul (PDu). A single at Trumbull Basin, Adams Co, 4 Jun and 8 
birds there 17 Jun (JGJ) were followed by successful nesting: a pair with 3 
downy young, as well as another agitated pair of adults, were seen 24 Jun 
(JGJ). No further information was received. Two birds were found at 
Spikerush WMA 15-16 Jun (GW,EBa), and 4 were there, along with a nest 
containing 2 eggs, on 18 Jun (JGJ), Up to 6 adults were present 20 Jun 
(ARy) through 17 Jul (DSt,MB), and the nest remained active through 6 Jul 
(JGJ, m.ob.) but was found predated 11 Jul (DSt). In addition to birds 
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associated with these 3 nesting events, no fewer than 11 additional were 
found 13-24 May in Adams, Fillmore, and York Cos; the 2005 e, RWB 
sightings of around 25 stilts outnumbered the total for all previous years 
combined (JGJ). 

American Avocet: Although no nesting activity was noted, 1-4 were found 4 Jun-3 
Jul at the same locations that Black-necked Stilts nested (JGJ,LE). There are a 
few previous breeding records and several summer sightings for the e. RWB. 

Greater Yellowlegs: Reports 10 Jun in Seward Co (JGJ) and 15 Jun in Morrill Co 
(AK) were likely fall migrants; there are several records ending 31 May and 
then beginning 10 Jun, with only one in between. An additional 13 birds 
were reported 18 Jun-23 Jul (JGJ,AK,LE,BY). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: Reports were almost continuous through the period, but with a 
significant 10-day gap 8-16 Jun, which corresponds well with previous data 
indicating that spring migration ends around 7 Jun and fall birds appear 
around 16 Jun (compare with Greater Yellowlegs, above). Last was one in 
Douglas Co 7 Jun (JSt) and first for fall was one at Harvard WPA 17 Jun 
(PDu). A good early fall count was 84 in the e. RWB 24 Jun (JGJ), and best 
count was 120 in Sarpy Co 26 Jul (B&LP), 

Solitary Sandpiper: One in the e. RWB 18 Jun (JGJ) was likely an early fall 
migrant; continuous fall dates begin 24 Jun. About 7 more were reported 
through 10 Jul (JGJ,WF,LE). 

Willet: A bit early for fall, but not by much, were 3 in the e. RWB 24 Jun, 
including 2 at WS (JGJ). The only other report away from the breeding range 
was of one in Sarpy Co 26 Jul (B&LP). 

Spotted Sandpiper: The only report of potential breeding activity was of 2 
territorial pairs in Dundy Co 7 Jun (TJW). This species is an uncommon 
breeder statewide. 

Upland Sandpiper: Routine reports (whew!). 

Long-billed Curlew: One in se. Lincoln Co 23 Jun (TJW) was probably a fall 
migrant, as breeding birds start to leave around mid-Jun, although the se. 
limit of the breeding range is not well-defined. A good count was the 70 at 
Winters Creek L, Scotts Bluff Co, 23 Jul (KD). 

Hudson Ian Godwit: Two birds at Freeman Lakes 4 Jun (JGJ) tied the 5th-latest 
spring date. 

Marbled Godwit: Exciting was the discovery of a nest with 3 eggs in s. Sheridan 
Co 16 Jun (CK), This is only the 4th breeding record for the state, but the 
3rd since 1990, and it suggests that this species may be breeding in small 
numbers in the vastness of the w. Sandhills. This species moves through 
early in spring and so early Jun sightings are likely immatures or failed 
breeders returning southward. Singles were at Harvard WPA 5 Jun (PDu) and 
LM the same day (SJD). One at Freeman Lakes 12 Jun was designated the 
“first fall shorebird” (JGJ). Definite fall movement was indicated by the 35 at 
LM 21 Jun (SJD). 

Ruddy Turnstone: One at Harvard WPA 4 Jun was record-late for the e. RWB 
(JGJ) and tied the 2nd-latest ever for Nebraska. 

Sanderling: The only reports were from LM, where 7 were found both 5 Jun and 21 
Jun (SJD). These may have been the same birds, lollygagging there instead 
of migrating. There are only 5 records in all from 5 to 30 Jun, all but one at 
LM. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: Generally a late spring migrant, 300 were still in the e. 
RWB 4 Jun (JGJ) and 41 at LM 5 Jun (SJD). Until this year there were only 
8 records 12 Jun-1 Jul. This year there were 3: singles were in the e. RWB 18 
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and 24 Jun (JGJ) and at LM 21 Jun (SJD). In addition, there were 2 late 
spring migrants in the e. RWB 11 Jun (JGJ) and another at North Lake Basin 
the same day (LE), First for fall were 3 at Waco WPA, York Co, 3 Jul (JGJ), 
rather early. 

Western Sandpiper: None were reported. 

Least Sandpiper: Routine reports, 

White-rumped Sandpiper: Although a notoriously late spring migrant, huge 
numbers were still at Harvard WPA into Jun, with 3200 there 4 Jun (JGJ) and 
3000 the next day (PDu). Some 600 were still in the e. RWB as late as 11 
Jun (JGJ) and 60 on 18 Jun (JGJ). Last in the e. RWB was one on 19 Jun 
(JGJ), but 5 were still at LM 21 Jun (SJD), rather late even for this species. 

Baird's Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: Another species that tends to linger in spring, 2 were still at 
Rauscher WPA, Fillmore Co, 12 Jun (JGJ), but 4-5 in the e. RWB 18 and 24 
Jun (JGJ) were very late. There are only 3 previous records 21 Jun-3 Jul. One 
at WS 4 Jul (DSt) was rather early; first fall dates are 4-5 Jul. 

Dunlin: New late records for the e, RWB were provided by a single at Harvard 
WPA 4 Jun (JGJ), another at Freeman Lakes 5 Jun (JGJ), and probably the 
same bird still at Freeman 11 Jun (LE), a record late date for the state. 

Stilt Sandpiper: As with other species this spring, several stragglers were reported. 
Singles at Conestoga L, Lancaster Co, 18 Jun (LE) and in the e. RWB 24 
Jun (JGJ) joined only 6 other reports 15 Jun-6 Jul. Some 85 had returned to 
the e, RWB by 16 Jul (JGJ). 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: After record-breaking numbers were found during this 
spring, it might not be too surprising that the only two Jun records ever were 
made this year. Singles were at Harvard WPA 4 Jun (JGJ) and WS 25 Jun 
(LE), Previous late date for the state was 28 May and early fall date 17 Jul. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: The only report was a rather early “very orange Henderson f ’ 
identified by call at Deep Weil WMA 15 Jul (MB). 

Long-billed Dowitcher: Two birds in the e, RWB 24 Jun (JGJ) provided only the 
2nd record for the state 14 Jun-5 Jul. In the west, 23 in Scotts Bluff Co 18 
Jul (KD) were rather early. 

Wilson's Snipe: First for fall was one in Sarpy Co at a sod farm 26 Jul (B&LP). 
This is only the 3rd Jul report away from breeding areas, all in the period 26- 
31 Jul, and indicates that fall movement indeed begins at this time despite 
the fact that the next earliest fall record is 9 Aug. 

American Woodcock: This species has moved westward along the Platte River 
Valley in recent years, previously as far as Kearney and Elm Creek (fide 
LR,RH). A report has come to hand, however, of one as far west as Sarben, 
se, Keith Co, 18 Jun 2002 (TJW), Another westerly record was of one near 
the dam at Calamus Res, Garfield Co, Jun 2000 (LB), and one was 
displaying at Willow Creek Res, Pierce Co, 14 Jun (WF), These reports 
suggest that woodcocks may occur in low numbers in damp, wooded areas 
throughout much of e. and c. Nebraska, Presumably a fall migrant was the 
one that dropped into the observer’s Lincoln yard 24 Jul (LE; homeowners’ 
insurance covers falling objects). There are few fall records. 

Wilson’s Phalarope: Although not very common in mid-summer in the e. RWB, 
there are a few breeding records. One was presumed nesting based on its 
behavior at Harvard WPA 17 Jun (PDu), and others were reported in the e, 
RWB through 18 Jun (JGJ) and 3 Jul (LE), A male in Merrick Co 25 Jun 
(WF) was out of place, and 8 birds in e. Wheeler Co 23 Jun (MB) were at the 
east edge of the breeding range. 
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Red-necked Phalarope: None were reported. 

Laughing Gull: Nebraska’s 8th summer record, 15th in all, was an alternate adult 
at GPD, Cedar Co, 26 Jul (MB). The summer records include birds of all 
ages. 

Franklin's Gull: Last spring migrants were 21 at LM 21 Jun (SJD), and first for 
fall was one in the e, RWB 3 Jul (JGJ). As many as 200 were still present in 
the e. RWB 11 Jun (JGJ). A leucistic bird, white with bright orange bill and 
legs, was at Harvard WPA 4 Jun (JGJ). 

Little Gull: Nebraska’s first Jun record, 15th overall, was a first altemate-plumaged 
bird at LM 21 Jun (SJD). 

Ring-billed Gull; Routine reports, 

California Gull: Small numbers begin to drift in to LM by late Jun, presumably 
after breeding or breeding failure; only one bird was there 5 Jun (SJD, WRS), 
but 30 were counted 21 Jun, including 19 adults and 11 immatures (SJD). 
The only other reports were of a 2nd-summer bird at L Minatare 15 Jun (KD, 
photo) and 3 birds there 9 Jul (KD), 

Herring Gull: Only the 2nd documented record for the state of adults in the period 
14 May-20 Sep was of two at LM 21 Jun (SJD). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: The first altemate-plumaged bird at LM this spring 
continued through 21 Jun (SJD) for only the 2nd summer record; there are 
now nearly 50 records in all for the state, most in spring and fall. 

Caspian Tern: The only reports, all within expected migration periods, were of 3 at 
LM 5 Jun (SJD) and singles at HCR 20 Jul (G&WH) and at GPD 26 Jul 
(MB). 

Common Tern: The only reports were from LM, where an adult was found 5 Jun 
and 3 adults 21 Jun (SJD), the latter a late spring date. There are no 
documented records 22 Jun-21 Jul. 

Forster’s Tern: Presumably a spring straggler was one in Scotts Bluff Co 17 Jun 
(AK); reports away from breeding areas 11 Jun-3 Jul are scarce. Also rather 
late were 2 at WS 11 Jun (LE), First fall arrivals are in early Jul; 2 were at 
Deep Well WMA 9 Jul (LR,RH), 

Least Tern: As with Piping Plover, which often nests in association with this 
species, high water reduced the number of nesting sites to two along the 
Platte River between Columbus and Plattsmouth (CT); sightings were made 
along the eastern Platte River west to Buffalo Co (WF,D&JP), At LM, 13 
were present 5 Jun and 6-8 on 14 Jul (BY). A few were noted along the 
Niobrara River, including 5 in Holt Co 14 Jul (B&LP,D&JP) and 6 at GPD 
26 Jul (MB). Unexpected for the date was one at WS 11 Jun (LE); at this 
time most are at breeding locations. At LM, 19 nests were located by Central 
Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District personnel (Gabe Wilson, fide 
SJD). 

Black Tern: An excellent count for this late migrant was 1569 at LM 5 Jun (SJD); 
peak numbers usually occur around the end of May. Late spring migrants 
(adults and non-breeding year-old immatures) occur well into Jun or early Jul; 
12, mostly immatures, were in the e, RWB 11 Jun (JGJ), and 4-7 non¬ 
breeding adults were at WS 25 Jun-3 Jul (LE), No age was noted for one at 
North Lake Basin 25 Jun (LE). The first juveniles appear in mid-Jul and most 
migrants pass through in Aug. 

Rock Pigeon: Routine reports, 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: There were two new counties reporting this species: one 
was at Laurel, Cedar Co, 10 Jun (WF) and another in Saline Co 30 Jun 
(D&JP). There are only the following 11 counties without reports, most in 
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the Sandhills except for Jefferson and Pawnee: Blaine, Boyd, Cherry, Grant, 
Hooker, Jefferson, Keya Paha, Loup, Pawnee, Sherman, and Thomas, 

White-winged Dove: Following in the footsteps of the preceding species, reports are 
increasing rapidly for this species, which, in contrast to Eurasian Collared- 
Dove, does not seem to hang around during winter. Including a spring record 
at Kearney, 6 have been reported this spring and summer. Most intriguing 
was a young bird downed by a storm at Albion 21 Jun (D&CN; photo) that 
may have fledged in Nebraska, but appeared old enough to have dispersed 
northward into the state (WM), Others were singles at Alma 3 Jun (G&WH), 
LM 5 Jun (SJD, photo), near Chadron 5 Jul (SA), and in Brady 23 Jul 
(TJW). The Chadron and Brady birds were at feeders. There are now about 40 
records for Nebraska, all since 1985. 

Mourning Dove: Routine reports. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: This was the best season for this species for several years, 
with about 20 birds reported statewide. A BBS route near Brady tallied 4 
(TJW), and 4 were found in e, Otoe Co 14 Jun (L&CF). An adult at a nest 
with 1-2 young and an egg was seen at Goose Lake WMA, Holt Co, 4 Jul 
(LR,RH). The cedar canyons in se. Lincoln Co appear to hold a good 
population, with 3-4 seen per day 15-21 Jun (TJW). 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Good numbers were reported for this cuckoo also, including 
20 at ICSP 18 Jun (KD) and 8-10 per day in the cedar canyons of se, Lincoln 
Co 15-21 Jun (TJW). One at WSR, where unusual, was first seen in spring 
and continued through the period (HKH), 

Barn Owl: Routine reports. 

Eastern Screech Owl: Routine reports. 

Great Horned Owl: Routine reports. 

Burrowing Owl: The first e. RWB record since 1998 was of two birds using an old 
badger hole near Fairmont in n. Fillmore Co 11 Jun (LE); extralimital 

' easterly nestings usually are found in similar situations rather than in (the 
usually nonexistent!) prairie-dog towns. It is interesting that there is an active 
prairie-dog town not far away at Wilkins WPA, Fillmore Co, that has not 
recently hosted Burrowing Owls. Numbers continue high in Scotts Bluff Co; 
26 were counted in the Kiowa WMA area 16 Jul (P&DD). Other good counts 
were 15 at Fort Niobrara NWR, Cherry Co, 15 Jul (D&JP,B&LP) and 12 on 
a Dundy Co BBS route 6 Jun (DM). 

Burred Owl: Near the west edge of the current range were 2 at Wood Duck WMA, 
Stanton Co, 2 and 9 Jun (WF). There are a few CBC records from Madison 
Co. 

Long-eared Owl: Four juveniles well-seen 25 Jun in sw. Brown Co (PDu) provided 
the only report. Breeding probably occurs statewide, especially in areas 
mostly unpopulated by humans. 

Short-eared Owl: the only 3 reported were from Panhandle locations: singles from 
near Kiowa WMA 4 Jun (EB) and 16 Jul (P&DD), and one near Gordon 18 
Jun (CNK). 

Common Nighthawk: Considered migrants were the 31 in Kimball Co 5 Jun 
(SJD); spring aggregations are unusual, and, somewhat surprisingly, this is a 
record high spring count. 

Common Poorwill: This species occurs some distance eastward in spring, but 
probable local breeders were singles in different se. Lincoln Co canyons 18-19 
Jun (TJW). There are only 2 other records from se. Lincoln Co, one a road- 
killed bird last year (TJW). A good count was 5-7 at Chadron SP 3 Jun (EB). 

Chuck-wilPs-widow: None were reported. 
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Whip-poor-will: Routine reports. 

Chimney Swift: Perhaps the last town in the Panhandle without a record of this 
species, Harrison had 2 on 16 Jun (BW); another possibility might be 
Redington (is it a town??), where none were found 25 Jun despite their 
presence in nearby open spaces (AK). 

White-throated Swift: Routine reports. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: A belated but significant report is of a nest in 
Hitchcock Co in 1975 (JSt); this is the only nest reported for the Republican 
River Valley, although since 1990 this species has occurred each year and 
young birds have been seen at Alma (fide G&WH). The Kansas Breeding 
Bird Atlas shows no summer records west of 97 degrees, roughly south of 
Jefferson Co, 

Calliope Hummingbird: Perhaps of annual occurrence with knowledgeable 
Panhandle feeder watchers reporting, this fall’s first was one at the observer’s 
feeder 21-26 Jul (KD; photo). This is the earliest of the 12 fall records to 
date. 

Broad-tailed Hummingbird; First for fall was a female near Mitchell 20 Jul, with 
another or the same one there 26 Jul (KD). Easterly was a hatch-year or 
second-year male at a Minden feeder 22-23 Jul (GL; details); this is about the 
10th record from Keith Co east. A belated report was of two at Culbertson 13 
Aug 2003 (JSt). 

Rufous Hummingbird: First was a female in the observer’s Scotts Bluff Co yard 
16-18 Jul; it was followed by a male 21 Jul, and one of each 28-30 Jul (AK). 
Two females were near Mitchell 29 Jul (KD). A female/immature 
hummingbird at McCook 20 Jul (fide TJW) and another hummer that “zipped 
by” the observer at Fort Kearny SHP, Kearney Co, 24 Jul (GL) may have 
been Rufous or Broad-tailed Hummingbirds based on date and location; 
Ruby-throateds do not normally appear until mid-Aug. 

Belted Kingfisher: Routine reports. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: First brown-headed immatures were noted 30 Jul in 
Lancaster Co (LE). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: A pair excavating a nest hole in Chase Co 15 Jun (MB) 
provided a westerly nesting record; breeding occurs westward to northeast 
Colorado and regularly westward to Keith Co in Nebraska. 

Downy Woodpecker: A “very dark” bird in a Scottsbluff yard 9 Jun (P&DD) 
resembled the dark Pacific Coast subspecies. Although the occasional 
melanistic bird does appear, it is not uncommon for this species (and Hairy 
Woodpecker) to pick up soot from burned trees or to have feathers soiled with 
suet and adhering dirt after visiting feeders. 

Hairy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Northern Flicker: The removal of Russian Olives and cedars as part of habitat 
restoration work along the Republican River in Dundy Co created a 
cottonwood/willow savannah which resulted in the presence of 2 pairs of 
flickers 7 Jun (TJW). 

Pileated Woodpecker: The only report was from FF, where one was seen 4 Jul 
(B&LP). 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: The only report was of the last spring migrants: 2 in Dawes 
Co 3 Jun (EB). This species is rare in the west. 

Western Wood-Pewee: A good count was the “dozens” at Chadron SP 3 Jun (EB). 
The easternmost regular location in summer is probably the Valentine City 
Park and Fish Hatchery, where one was found 15 Jul (D&JP,B&LP). Both 
pewee species summer here, although Easterns far outnumber Westerns. 
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Eastern Wood-Pewee: Records from the Loup River drainage are erratic, especially 
northwesterly; thus of interest were singles at Goose Lake WMA, Holt Co, 4 
Jul (LR,RH) and at Pibel Lake SRA, Wheeler Co, 4 Jun (LR,RH). 

Acadian Flycatcher: None were reported. 

Willow Flycatcher: Although a statewide breeder (rarest in the southwest), reports 
from the western North Platte Valley are scarce; one was at WSR 4 Jun 
(SJD,WRS). 

Least Flycatcher: The status of singles at WLC and WSR, both 4 Jun (SJD,WRS), 
was unconfirmed, although both were probably late migrants. There are no 
confirmed breeding records for the state, although breeding apparently occurs 
in cottonwoods at Smith L WMA (fide R. Rosche) and possibly elsewhere in 
the north and west. 

Cordilleran Flycatcher: Late migrants were singles at WLC (SJD,WRS), and 
Oliver Res (WRS), both 4 Jun. Intriguing was a report of one calling from 
tall trees at Harrison 17 Jun (BW); habitat at this date suggests a migrant 
also, albeit very late, or even a wanderer from nearby Pine Ridge breeding 
locations. 

Eastern Phoebe: Rather westerly was a pair nesting in Chase Co 14 Jun (MB); 
adding interest was a nesting pair of Say’s Phoebes 10 yards away on the 
same structure (MB), This species is rare in sw. Nebraska, but does breed 
rarely in ne, Colorado, 

Say’s Phoebe: Easternmost was one near Mema in Custer Co 10 Jun (MB). 

Great Crested Flycatcher: Although breeding in some numbers in the Pine Ridge, 
Panhandle occurrences elsewhere are rare, with fewer than 10 such reports. 
Evidence suggests that in recent years this species is expanding its numbers 
westward, adapting to habitats other than forest. Singles were at WSR 10-11 
Jun (HKH), and in a Scotts Bluff Co yard 14 Jun (fide AK). Sightings have 
been few in the southwest also, and so the 3 pairs in restored riparian habitat 
in Dundy Co 7 Jun (TJW) and at least 3 birds s. of Benkelman 11 Jun (MB; 
possibly the same birds?) were encouraging. 

Cassia’s Kingbird: Routine reports. 

Western Kingbird: Routine reports. 

Eastern Kingbird: Routine reports, 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: This species is clearly expanding its range northward into 
sc, Nebraska. A pair, accompanied by an apparent immature male, nested in 
extreme nw. Kearney Co (MU,KS,m,ob.), the 11th nesting record for 
Nebraska. Nest building was underway 12 Jun (KS) and 2-3 young were 
present 17 Jul (KS), but the young were gone, possibly predated, 24 Jul, even 
though the adults were still present (KS). Two other reports involved single 
birds: one in Sarpy Co 10-18 Jun (DB, m.ob.) and another in Saline Co 24 
Jun (RE). 

Loggerhead Shrike: This species is doing well in nc, Nebraska according to results 
from a BBS route near Gordon (CNK). 

Bell’s Vireo: As usual, best numbers were found in cen. Nebraska; 8-9 were found 
on a BBS route near Brady 30 Jun (TJW) and 7 were in Greeley Co 4 Jun 
(LR,RH). 

Yellow-throated Vireo: At the west edge of the range, one was at WP 18 Jun (LE). 
There are few summer records west of the Missouri River Valley. 

Plumbeous Vireo: Two at Chadron SP 3 Jun (EB) were east of the currently-known 
breeding range, but may have been late migrants. 

Warbling Vireo: Routine reports. 

Red-eyed Vireo: Six at Ash Hollow SHP 5 Jun (SJD) was a good westerly count. 
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Blue Jay: Routine reports. 

Pinyon Jay: None were reported. 

Clark’s Nutcracker: Following winter’s incursion in the Pine Ridge, activity 
suggestive of breeding was noted in Monroe Canyon 18 May (SJD), Later 
visits to Monroe Canyon 3 and 14 Jun found as many as 40 birds, all adults, 
but no further evidence of breeding (WM). This was attributed to the almost 
total lack of cones following an “almost complete cone crop failure” in 2004 
(WM). 

Black-billed Magpie: Routine reports. 

American Crow: Routine reports. 

Horned Lark: Routine reports. 

Purple Martin: Best count was 52 at ADF 27 Jul (L&CF); first fall flocks are 
noted at the end of Jul, Also westerly were 3 in Benkelman 11 Jun (MB), 
where breeding has occurred since the late 1980s. 

Tree Swallow: Summering in Scotts Bluff Co is still noteworthy; one nesting in a 
tree hole at L Minatare 9 Jun (KD) appears to be the first nesting record for 
the county; the first Scotts Bluff Co report of the species was in 1993. Also 
westerly was a pair nesting in Chase Co 11 Jun (MB); nesting has occurred in 
the southwest only since about 1990, 

Violet-green Swallow: The only report was of “dozens” at Chadron SP 3 Jun (EB). 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Routine reports. 

Bank Swallow: Uncommon in the Panhandle, a colony of 30 nests was at Berggren 
Pond, Scotts Bluff Co, 15 Jun (KD), and 100 birds were near Kiowa WMA 
18 Jul (KD), the latter likely staging migrants. 

Cliff Swallow: Routine reports. 

Barn Swallow: Routine reports. 

Black-capped Chickadee: This species remains scarce in Lancaster Co; only 12 
were found on 13 regular trips around the county during the period, 4 of these 
birds in Lincoln (LE). Two birds in the observer’s yard 29 Jun were the first 
seen there since Jan (LE). 

Tufted Titmouse: One at Rose Creek WMA, Jefferson Co, 17 Jul (LR,RH) was at 
the west edge of the range. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: The first fall arrivals are usually seen in early Aug, and so 
one in Omaha 20-21 Jul (PS) was record early. Even more surprising was the 
presence of one at a different Omaha feeder for 3 weeks through 24 Jun (fide 
LB1, fide DB); the only other similar records away from breeding areas are for 
Lancaster Co 8 Jun 1978 and 30 Jun 1992, and for Adams Co 3 Jul 1986, 
These may be wintering birds that did not migrate due to injury or other 
causes. 

White-breasted Nuthatch: One at Wildcat Hills NC 17 Jul (KD) was one of fewer 
than 10 summer reports for Scotts Bluff Co; those identified to subspecies so 
far have been eastern cookei, which appears to be spreading westward along 
the North Platte River valley. 

Pygmy Nuthatch: Routine reports. 

Brown Creeper: None were reported; a family group was reported at FF in spring, 
however. 

Rock Wren: Good numbers were noted in dirt cut-banks in se. Lincoln Co cedar 
canyons during the period (TJW); this is probably the easternmost regular 
Platte River Valley breeding site. 

Carolina Wren: Far to the west was one singing at McCook 21 Jul (LR,RH); 
westernmost summering birds have been at HCR, although this outpost may 
have been extirpated (G&WH) 
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House Wren: Routine reports. 

Sedge Wren: One at Flatsedge WMA, Polk Co, 24 Jun (JGJ) was only the 2nd Jun 
record for that region. Ten birds in about 1.5 km at Boyer Chute NWR, 
Washington Co, 2 Jun (JT) may have been late migrants, although 4-5 were 
present there in Jul (JT), A few drifted in in Jul as is usual; first of these was 
one at Troester WPA, Hamilton Co, 3 Jul (LB), which may have been present 
in Jun also, and 2 at Deep Well WMA 16 Jul (LR,RH). 

Marsh Wren: “Several” apparently were summering at Jack Sinn WMA, 
Lancaster/Saunders Cos, where 3 were counted 25 Jun (LE). Summering 
south of the Platte River Valley is irregular. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: Scattered reports from Panhandle locations indicate the 
western population is expanding: 2 were at Ash Hollow SHP 5 Jun (SJD), 1- 

2 were at CLNWR 24 Jun (HA), and several were seen in Morrill, Banner, 
and Scotts Bluff Cos 25 Jun (fide AK), where most were found in Mountain- 
mahogany. Westerly for eastern birds were 1-3 in Lancaster Co 11-18 Jun 
(LE). 

Eastern Bluebird: A good total of 80 had fledged from boxes at ADF by 31 Jul 
(L&CF). 

Mountain Bluebird: Routine reports, 

Veery: A late migrant of the expected non-rufous western subspecies salicicolus was 
at WLC 4 Jun (SJD,WRS). 

Swainson's Thrush: A rather late fallout of this species was detected 4 Jun in the 
s. Panhandle, where 37 were counted (SJD,WRS). A single calling in Chase 
Co 11 Jun (MB) was rather late, although migration in the Panhandle usually 
extends into Jun, with late dates Jun 17,18,19. 

Wood Thrush: One singing at Dead Timber WMA, Dodge Co, 15 Jul (LE) was 
westerly, 

American Robin: Flocking had begun as usual by 15 Jul, with 87 seen in se. 
Cuming Co in 2 miles (LE), 

Gray Catbird: Routine reports. 

Northern Mockingbird: Good numbers continue to be reported, as this is another 
southern species expanding slowly northward. Best counts were 8, including 

3 pairs, on 30 Jun on a 10-mile segment of a BBS route near Brady that 
passes through cedar canyons (TJW), and 5 in Gage Co 15 Jun (B&LP). A 
pair was nest-building at SCP 23 Jul (LE), presumably a second brood. One 
in sw, Brown Co 25 Jun was northerly, as was the observer (PDu). 

Sage Thrasher: The only report was of an early fall migrant at WSR 23-24 Jul 
(FIKH); most pass through in Aug. 

Brown Thrasher: Routine reports. 

Curve-billed Thrasher: The Sioux Co bird was still present 7 Jul, and for the 
second summer fed both grackle and robin chicks (LF). It has been present 
since Oct 2002. 

European Starling: First flocking noted was 100 birds in Dixon Co 25 Jul (JJ). 

Cedar Waxwing: Routine reports. 

Blue-winged Warbler: Quite a surprise was a female at WLC 4 Jun (WRS,SJD); 
this is the 3rd Panhandle record. 

Tennessee Warbler: Last spring migrants were one rather far west at WLC 4 Jun 
(SJD,WRS) and another in Dodge Co 6 Jun (D&JP). 

Virginia's Warbler: A female at WSR 4 Jun (SJD,WRS) provided the 9th state 
record, 3rd in spring. 

Northern Parula: Routine reports. 
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Yellow Warbler: Two reports indicated uneven distribution of this species: none 
were found on a BBS route in Custer and Lincoln Cos 12 Jun (TJW) but 32 
were counted at Dannebrog 25 Jun (LR,RH). 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: Rather often found into Jun, a singing bird was westerly 
at Ash Hollow SHP 5 Jun (SJD), the 15th Panhandle spring record. Even 
later was one singing in the observer’s Hastings yard all day 17 Jun (PDu). 
The latter is the 7th record from 12 Jun through the last date, 19 Jun. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: One along Old Stage Hill Road 4 Jul, although reported 
as “race unknown” (AK), was likely auduboni\ although there are 6 summer 
reports for this form, breeding has not been confirmed in the Wildcat Hills. 

Yellow-throated Warbler: None were reported; a few were found in spring at FF. 

Cerulean Warbler: The only report was of one at FF in early Jul (fide EM); none 
were reported there in spring. 

Black-and-white Warbler: Routine reports, 

American Redstart: Routine reports, 

Prothonotary Warbler: None were reported, although a few were found in spring. 

Ovenbird: One at Ash Hollow SHP 5 Jun (SJD) was rather late. A good count was 
6 at Ashford Scout Camp, Thurston Co, 4 Jul (BFH), where breeding is 
regular. 

Northern Waterthrush: The only report was of a late migrant at WSR 4 Jun 
(SJD,WRS); this species is an uncommon migrant west. 

Louisiana Waterthrush: Of interest was the presence of at least 2 birds and 
possibly 2 pairs at Ashford Scout Camp, Thurston Co, 4 Jul (BFH), where 
there have been previous summer sightings in 1999 and 2002 without 
confirmation of breeding. The northernmost confirmed breeding to date is in 
Washington Co. 

Kentucky Warbler: None were reported. 

Mourning Warbler: None were reported; migrants regularly occur into Jun. 

Common Yellowthroat: Routine reports. 

Yellow-breasted Chat: One west of Niobrara 8 Jun was unexpected (MB); this is 
only the 9th record since 1981 from the eastern half of the state, 3 of these 
from Knox Co. 

Summer Tanager: A few continue to be reported from FF, which has only recently 
been occupied in summer by this species; one was there 19 Jun (TP). Two 
were at ICSP, a regular location, 28 Jul (B&LP). 

Scarlet Tanager: A female with young was at FF 26 Jun (CNK). 

Western Tanager: Two females at WSR 4 Jun (SJD,WRS) were late migrants. 

Spotted Towhee: This species was reported east to Harlan Co, with 2 on 6 Jul 
(G&WH); in this area most birds are Spotteds, although Easterns are at the 
west edge of their range here and hybrids occur also. The “vast majority” of 
calls in the cedar canyons of se, Lincoln Co this summer were typical of 
Spotteds as expected, but one was likely a hybrid (TJW). 

Eastern Towhee: Routine reports. 

Canyon Towhee: In the Summer Report for 2003 (NBR 71:124), I mentioned a 
sighting of this species in Platte Co 5 Jul 2000 (TJW). Since then I received 
interesting information from William Flack, who visits Madison Co regularly 
from Arizona. After seeing 1-2 Canyon Towhees at different times mid-Jun 
1999 in Madison, with additional sightings through 5 Jan 2000, he was told 
that a few had been brought from Arizona in 1998 and some had survived the 
winter 1998-99 at feeders. It seems plausible that one of these towhees 
survived the winter 1999-2000 and drifted to Platte Co, not too distant, 
where it was seen in summer 2000. 
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Cassia’s Sparrow: The only report was of 5 birds south of Imperial in Chase Co 12 
Jun (MB), Two observers (TJW,MB) noted, however, that none were located 
in Dundy Co at sites previously used west of Benkelman. This species is 
variable in numbers from year to year, however, at times being absent. 

Chipping Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Brewer’s Sparrow: The only report was of 1-2 at a regular location west of Harrison 

4 Jun (EB), 

Field Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Vesper Sparrow: This species breeds in low numbers in eastern Nebraska, where it 
has adapted to nesting in roadside grasses adjacent to field crops; a nest with 

5 eggs in Douglas Co 12 Jun was in mowed brome adjacent to a soybean 
field (PK), Vesper Sparrows are rare to absent in summer in the Loup 
drainage and most of the area south of the Platte River from about Lancaster 
Co westward; only the 9th-11th records from this area were 2 singing birds in 
Seward Co 18 Jun and singing singles (could they find mates online?) were 
in Polk and Clay Cos 24 Jun (JGJ), More common in the northeast, 9 were 
in Dixon Co 31 Jul (JJ). At the east edge of the Loup drainage a fledged 
chick was found in Dodge Co 5 Jun (D&JP). 

Lark Sparrow: A nest with 6 eggs was found in Greeley Co 6 Jun but was empty 
18 Jun (LR,RH). 

Lark Bunting: Two observers in the Panhandle thought numbers were lower than 
usual (AK,CNK). Several were noted 18 Jun in sw. Nebraska in foot-tall com 
and wheat stubble, some courting, whereas few were in sandsage prairie 
(TJW); this may have been related to “invertebrate abundance and/or ease of 
prey capture on the bare ground between crops” (CK). 

Savannah Sparrow: One at LM 5 Jun (SJD) was rather late, although several were 
noted singing in damp sedgy habitat at LM in 2004. 

Grasshopper Sparrow: Routine reports, 

Henstow’s Sparrow: Of the 4 reports, 2 were at previously-known locations: 2 
birds at Boyer Chute NWR, Washington Co, 2 Jun (JT) and one at SCP 8 
Jun (KP). Unexpected were only the 3rd and 4th e. RWB records, singles at 
Lange WPA, Clay Co, 11 Jun (JGJ) and Harvard WPA 18 Jun (JGJ). 
Presence of this species, along with Greater Prairie-Chickens, is encouraging 
at these managed grasslands. 

Song Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Swamp Sparrow: This species breeds at various preferred sites with wet meadows 
or cattail marshes mainly in cen, Nebraska, and so likely breeders were one in 
Madison Co 2 Jun (MB), 1-2 at LM 5 and 21 Jun (SJD), one in a wet 
meadow near Spalding where one was seen in 2004 (LR,RH), and 2 at Lake 
Ericson, Wheeler Co, 3 Jul (LR,RH). 

White-crowned Sparrow: One at a Scottsbluff garden center 9 Jun (KD) tied the 
4th latest ever spring date. 

Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: A pair at Chadron SP 3 Jun (EB) was at the e. 
edge of the breeding range; there are no summer reports east of Dawes Co, 

McCown’s Longspur: Good numbers were noted in the expected summer range 
along the Wyoming border west of Harrison 4 Jun (EB) and on a Kimball Co 
BBS route die same day (WRS), Another was found in Kimball Co 20 Jun 
(ARy), 

Chestnut-collared Longspur: The only reports were from expected locations: 3 
west of Harrison 4 Jun (EB) and 10 in Kimball Co the same day (WRS), 

Northern Cardinal: The small population along the North Platte River in Scotts 
Bluff Co continued (AK), and the quest for the western edge of the summer 
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range in the Loup Drainage found none in Arthur, McPherson, or Garden Cos 
in Jun (JT); thus westernmost in that area currently are in Thomas and Logan 
Cos, 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: One in Scottsbluff 4 Jun (SJD,WRS) was a late migrant; 
there are a few similar records from the Panhandle. Two that looked like “pure 
adult males” in Wheeler Co 4 Jun (LR,RH) were also likely late spring 
migrants. Westerly were small numbers in the cedar canyons of se. Lincoln 
Co 15-21 Jun (TJW), presumably summering, and one at Goose Lake WMA, 
Holt Co, 4 Jul (LR,RH) was one of fewer than 10 summer records for the 
western Elkhom River drainage. 

Black-headed Grosbeak: In contrast to the small numbers of Rose-breasteds 
encountered in se. Lincoln Co, 12+Black-headeds per day were found 15-21 
Jun (TJW), Easternmost was one in Greeley Co 3 Jul (LR,RH), the east edge 
of the summer range. 

Blue Grosbeak: Best numbers were on a Brady BBS route, with 12 counted there 
30 Jun (TJW). Numbers were thought to be down in Dixon Co (JJ). 

Lazuli Bunting: Routine reports. 

Indigo Bunting: A hybrid reported in May was still present at Ash Hollow SHP 5 
Jun (SJD). A good count was 13 at WP 18 Jun; one was carrying nest 
material (LE), 

Dickcissel: There was a strong westerly push of this species this summer, although 
as is typical in the Panhandle, die birds departed rather early, likely without 
breeding. One near Gering 3 Jul-2 Aug was described as a “happy surprise” 
(AK), a description rarely used by eastern birders! “Surprising numbers” were 
in se. Lincoln Co, where a BBS route came up with a remarkable 89 (TJW). 
Good numbers were in Dundy Co 6 Jun (DM), and they were “numerous” at 
CLNWR 24 Jun (HA). Observers were “amazed at how many we saw and 
heard” in Scotts Bluff Co 25 Jun (fide AK), and 12 were around a small pond 
at Winters Creek L, Scotts Bluff Co, 9 Jul but had gone by 23 Jul (KD), 
There are fewer than 10 records from die Panhandle south of the North Platte 
River, and so significant were one in Kimball Co 20 Jun (ARy) and no fewer 
than 8 perched on an alfalfa pivot in ne. Banner Co 18 Jun (CK). Out west, 
alfalfa is candy to a Dickcissel! 

Bobolink: At a hayfield study area in Hall Co, all but 15 of 150+ nests had fledged 
by 4 Jul, indicating that delaying haying until mid-Jul would significantly 
reduce mortality among Bobolinks nesting in hayfields (DK). 

Red-winged Blackbird: Routine reports. 

Eastern Meadowlark: Surprisingly common in certain wet meadows in the 
Sandhills, 6 were found at CLNWR 24 Jun (HA), and one was at LM 14 Jul 
(BY), In contrast, it is surprisingly rare in the e. RWB, where one at Harvard 
WPA 18 Jun was noteworthy (JGJ). 

Western Meadowlark: Routine reports. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: A lone yearling male was decidedly out of place at an 
abandoned Kimball Co farmyard 4 Jun (WRS), although it was likely a late 
migrant; flocks of immatures occur into late May. 

Brewer’s Blackbird: Routine reports. 

Common Grackle: First fall flocking was noted in Fillmore Co 3 Jul: a flock of 
180 (LE). 

Great-tailed Grackle: A small breeding population continues at Kiowa WMA, 
where 2 were seen 2 Jun (SJD), while a first Morrill Co record was a single 
there 25 Jun (AK), The RWB is the current center of abundance: “lots of 
breeding” was taking place there 18 Jun (JGJ). 




Vol. 73 No. 3 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


111 


Brown-beaded Cowbird: Routine reports, 

Orchard Oriole: Routine reports, 

Baltimore Oriole: Westernmost report was of 3 in Dundy Co 7 Jun (TJW), where it 
occurs regularly in summer in small numbers. 

Bullock’s Oriole: Pure birds are rare anywhere east of the Panhandle; a male was at 
Sandy Point, LM, 21 Jun (SJD), A BBS route north of Dalton found 6 
Bullock’s Orioles 5 Jim and a hybrid which looked like a Baltimore with 
large white wing patches (WRS). 

House Finch: In Nebraska, this species is usually found near human habitations, 
and so a pair in se, Lincoln Co 2 miles from the nearest house and 20 miles 
from the nearest town was unexpected (TJW). 

Red Crossbill: Six birds as far east as Albion 3-4 Jun (D&CN) were unexpected and 
probably unexplainable; such birds may be either late spring stragglers or 
possibly even early post-breeding wanderers, Up to 12 birds of all ages were 
at the Wildcat Hills NC feeders through the period (WRS,KD), a regular 
occurrence, even though breeding has not been confirmed in the Wildcat 
Hills. 

Pine Siskin: Several nesting records away from the usual summer range were noted 
in the Spring Report; further evidence was the presence of a hatch-year bird in 
a Bellevue yard 16 Jun (RG). Also out of range were 2 at Ash Hollow SHP 5 
Jun and 2 at LM the same day (SJD), 

American Goldfinch: Routine reports. 

House Sparrow: Routine reports. 


In Memory of John J. Dinan, 1954 - 2005 


by Wayne J. Mollhoff 


It was immediately obvious to anyone who knew John that his work with 
the birds and other wildlife of Nebraska was more than just a job - it was his life, 
and he lived it with a passion. Although not always a formal member of the 
Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union, John, as much as anyone, was “dedicated to the 
study, appreciation, and protection of birds” in Nebraska. 

Those privileged enough to spend time afield with John quickly became 
aware of the presence of not just a professional biologist, but one still fired with that 
first innocent curiosity at discovering Nebraska’s natural environment. That 
curiosity led him to discover the first Nebraska specimen record of a Great-tailed 
Grackle. He continually challenged his own observations with the practiced 
skepticism of the professional observer. Even better, he also possessed the rare 
ability to teach that attitude to others, by letting them “discover” that even their 
most obvious observations needed to be questioned, rather than simply telling them 
that what they saw might be open to other interpretation. 
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Early in John’s career with the Nebraska Game & Parks Commission 
(NGPC), one of the projects that fit in with his preference for field work was a 
multi-year nesting study of Panhandle raptors - primarily Ferruginous Hawks, 
Prairie Falcons and Golden Eagles, It involved strenuous hiking, climbing, and 
rappelling - and the occasional gut-wrenching, heart-stopping moment on a cliff 
when a rope slipped unexpectedly. Twenty-five years later, I had a chance meeting 
with a local blacksmith in Crawford who specifically remembered making some steel 
belay stakes to use above treeless cliffs for John and “those other crazy kids,” 

Perhaps one of his longest-running projects involved work with threatened 
and endangered bird species, especially Piping Plovers and Least Terns. Any 
attempt to modify or preserve critical nesting sites and other habitat along the Platte 
River inevitably had an impact on human use in the area by farmers, irrigators, 
gravel mining operations, and recreational users of the river, John was noted for 
turning those encounters between economic and recreational interests and the 
endangered species under study into joint ventures acceptable to all involved, rather 
than the acrimonious, litigious, head-butting contests that have dominated headlines 
elsewhere. 

One recent, time-devouring project of particular interest to the NOU 
involved John in the publication of The Nebraska Breeding Bird Atlas. He not only 
found a major part of the funding for publication, but more importantly, he devoted 
his time to guide the writing, rewriting, editing, and other details required to 
shepherd the manuscript through the process, finally seeing it through to 
completion. Without John’s guidance, persistence, and the patience of a saint in 
dealing with all the individuals involved, it might still be unfinished. 

John became the public face for other projects as well: Peregrine Falcon 
introduction in downtown Omaha, Whooping Crane monitoring, American Kestrel 
nest box placement along the highways, the Nebraska Natural Heritage Project, and 
others. When someone contacted NGPC with a question concerning non-game 
birds, they often asked directly for John, and, if they didn’t, were frequently referred 
to him. 


At the time his leukemia was discovered, John was a key part of the team 
bringing the Nebraska Natural Legacy Project, a statewide effort to conserve and 
protect the habitats and wildlife of Nebraska, to fruition. As his illness played out, 
he faced it with the same dignity, unflinching courage, resolution, and good humor 
that marked the rest of his life. Hours before his death, he was still able to manage 
an abashed chuckle at his own inability several years previously to scramble up a 
spindly ponderosa pine to look into the nest of a Western Tanager he had found; it 
was only the second such nest found in the state. 

Lost unexpectedly in the prime of his life and career, John will be sorely 
missed by a host of colleagues and friends. 
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MULTIPLE BLACK-NECKED STILT NESTING RECORDS IN 
THE RAINWATER BASIN 
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joel.jorgensen@ngpc.ne.gov 

Paul Dunbar 
846 Chesnut Ave. 

Hastings, NE 68901 
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Black-necked Stilts (Himantopus mexicanus ) have increased throughout 
much of the mid-continent in recent decades (Will 1999, Brinkley 2003, Brinkley 
and Baicich 2004). Prior to 1970 there were fewer than ten Nebraska records (Sharpe 
et al. 2001). Reports have increased since 1970 and are now annual. Breeding was 
first recorded in Nebraska in 1985 at Crescent Lake National Wildlife Refuge 
(Helsinger 1985). Breeding has been more or less regular in the western Sandhills 
since then (Sharpe et al. 2001) and additional breeding records have occurred in 
Scotts Bluff (Silcock 2002b), Keith, and Hall Counties (Silcock 2000b). 

In the Rainwater Basin, there was only one record prior to 1996, a specimen 
collected in Adams County 12 May 1956 (Sharpe et al. 2001). From 1996 through 

2004, there were fourteen additional reports (see Table 1), This includes apparent 
successful breeding at Funk Waterfowl Production Area (WPA), Phelps Co., in 2003 
(Silcock 2003). 

The Rainwater Basin has been experiencing persistent drought since 2000. 
While drought has been a general theme, occasional localized heavy precipitation 
events have filled wetlands. Such was the case on 11-12 May 2005 when 3-8". 
inches of rain fell in portions of the Eastern Rainwater Basin, including Adams, 
Fillmore, and York Counties. Not long after. Black-necked Stilts were found at 
multiple wetlands, and several pairs attempted nesting. Below, we summarize 
observations of nesting Black-necked Stilts in the Eastern Rainwater Basin during 

2005. 

Harvard WPA, Clay County: Even though the authors visited the wetland on 
several occasions during May, stilts were not observed until 20 May when 6 birds 
were found (PD). Five birds were present 22 May (JGJ, WRS). Two nests were 
found 22 May in the south-central portion of the main wetland. Both nests were 
built-up mounds of vegetation approximately 10 meters from each other in 10-20 cm 
of water in an area with sparse aquatic vegetation (Scirpus spp.). One nest had no 
eggs and the other had one. The circumstances suggest that nesting had commenced 
only days after stilts first appeared at the wetland. At least one nest, containing 4 
eggs, remained active through 19 June (PD, JGJ). Seven stilts were found 23 June, 
but the nest no longer contained eggs, and young were not observed (PD). Five 
stilts were present 27 June, but none were found 30 July or 20 Aug (PD). 



Table 1. Rainwater Basin Black-necked Stilt Records, pre-2005. 


Ov 


Location 

County 

Date 

Observation 

Source 






Unknown 

Adams 

12 May 1956 

Specimen, HMM 28534 

NBR 24:66, Sharpe et al 2001 

Funk WPA 

Phelps 

11 June 19% 

l bird 

Silcock and Jorgensen 19% 

North Lake Basin WMA 

Seward 

2-10 June 1997 

1-2 birds 

Jorgensen 2004 

Funk WPA 

Phelps 

5-10 June 1997 

1 bird 

Silcock and Jorgensen 1997 

Kissinger Basin WMA 

Clay 

20 May 1999 

1 female 

Jorgensen 2004 

Mallard Haven WPA 

Fillmore 

10 May 2000 

1 male 

Jorgensen 2004 

Hupp WMA 

Thayer 

13-15 May 2000 

1 female 

Jorgensen 2004 

Funk WPA 

Phelps 

6 May 2000 

l bird 

Silcock 2000a 

Funk WPA 

Phelps 

11-18 June 2000 

1-3 birds 

Silcock 2000b 

Johnson WPA 

Phelps 

1 May 2001 

1 bird 

Silcock 2001 

Freeman Lake 

York 

8 May 2001 

3 birds 

Silcock 2001 

North Hultine WPA 

Clay 

15 May 2001 

1 bird 

Silcock 2001 

Funk WPA 

Phelps 

13-14 April 2000 

1 bird 

Silcock 2002a 

Funk WPA 

Phelps 

9-15 April 2002 

1 bird 

fide JD 

Fillmore Wetland #24 

Fillmore 

27 May 2002 

1 female 

Jorgensen 2004 

Funk WPA 

Phelps 

1 June 2002 

12 birds 

fide JD 

Funk WPA 

Phelps 

Summer 2003 

nesting pair, 2 young 

Silcock 2003 

Harvard WPA 

Clay 

11 May 2004 

2 birds 

PD 
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Trumbull Basin, Adams County: A single bird was present 4 June (JGJ) and 8 
were found 17 June (JGJ), On 24 June, a pair was tending to 3 newly-hatched 
chicks, A second pair was very agitated, suggesting the second pair was at some 
stage of breeding. Three adults were present 21 Aug, but no evidence of successful 
breeding (i.e„ juveniles) was noted (PD), 

Spikerusb WMA, York County: Four birds were observed 15-19 June (JGJ, GW, 
EB). A nest found 18 June was near the east edge of the property and approximately 
30 meters west of County Road R, the north-south road bisecting the wetland. The 
nest contained 4 eggs and was a built-up mound of vegetation in 30-40 cm of water. 
The nest was located in a stand of dead Giant Ragweed {Ambrosia trifida ) stalks that 
had grown the previous year. The wetland was recently renovated and 2005 was the 
first year it had filled with water since that work. The nesting attempt remained 
active through 6 July (JGJ, DS, LE, JS), but by 11 July the nest was found 
depredated (DS). 

Non-breeders were recorded throughout the region in 2005; these sightings 
are summarized in Table 2. 


Table 2. Additional Black-necked Stilt Observations - 2005. 


Location 

: County 

i Date 

Observation 

Source 

Theesen Basin 

. Adams 

i 13 May 

Male and Female 

JGJ 

Wilkins WPA 

1 Fillmore 

\14 May 

Male 

JGJ 

Brauning WPA 

j Fillmore 

19 May 

Male 

JGJ 

York Wetland #128 

! York 

! 24 May 

Male and Female 

JGJ 

Sinninger Basin 

: York 

j 5 Aug 

4 birds 

JGJ 


The 2005 nesting records are the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th for the Rainwater Basin, 
the first for the Eastern Rainwater Basin, and the most easterly attempts recorded in 
Nebraska (Sharpe et al. 2001). It is not known whether any attempt fledged young. 
The number of birds (>25) recorded in 2005 is more than has been recorded in any 
previous year. This increase in the number of stilts in the Rainwater Basin during 
the past decade is consistent with the pattern of increase observed elsewhere in North 
America. It is likely that future nesting records will occur in the Rainwater Basin at 
wetlands possessing favorable habitat. 


CITED OBSERVERS 

Elaine Bachel (EB), Jeff Drahota (JD), Paul Dunbar (PD), Joel G. Jorgensen (JGJ), 
W. Ross Silcock (WRS), Dave Stage (DS), Jon Strong (JS), Gertrude Wood (GW), 
Non-firsthand observations are from field reports obtained from NEBirds or personal 
communications. 
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THE 2005 NEBRASKA NEST REPORT 

Wayne J. Mollhoff 
2354 Euclid St. 

Ashland NE 68003 


The drought that gripped much of western Nebraska for the past 5 years 
loosened its hold this year as rain returned to more normal levels, especially in the 
northwest Panhandle. Some other areas of the state still remained at below normal 
rainfall levels. 


OBSERVERS 

The following observers submitted records for the nest report: Kathy DeLara (KD), 
Stephen J. Dinsmore (SJD), Mike Fritz (MF), Robin Harding (RH), Derrick Keim 
(DK), Alice Kenitz (AK), Courtney Kerns (CK), Daniel H. Kim (DHK), Thomas 
Labedz (TL), Andre Lima (AL), Leonard McDaniel (LM), Wayne Mollhoff (WM), 
Colleen Noecker (CN), Don Paseka (DP), Janis Paseka (JP), Lanny Randolph (LR), 
Allen Reyer (AR), Ben Skipper (BS), Dave Stage (DS), Susan Sullivan (SS), Cara 
Walker (CW), and Thomas Walker (TW), 

A total of 305 reports were received on 68 species. Species reported but not 
individually included in the following report are: Canada Goose, Wood Duck, 
Mallard, Wild Turkey, Northern Bobwhite, Pied-billed Grebe, Great Blue Heron, 
Swainson’s Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, American Kestrel, Rock Pigeon, Mourning 
Dove, Great Homed Owl, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Western Wood-Pewee, Say’s 
Phoebe, Western Kingbird, Warbling Vireo, American Crow, House Wren, Yellow 
Warbler, Northern Cardinal, Common Grackle, Brown-headed Cowbird, Orchard 
Oriole. 


ABBREVIATIONS USED 

NGPC : Nebraska Game & Parks Commission 
PLJV : Playa Lakes Joint Venture 
RMBO : Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory 
VNWR : Valentine National Wildlife Refuge 

WCT : Whooping Crane Trust (=Platte River Whooping Crane Maintenance Trust) 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Trumpeter Swan A pair was noted on Doc Lake, 1 mi. SW of Whitman, Grant 
Co., on 2 March 2005. Three teal-sized young were seen with the pair on 
17 June (WM). 

American White Pelican Old records recently made available show that eggs were 
occasionally “dumped” by non-breeding pelicans in a Double-crested 
Cormorant colony on Marsh Lake, VNWR, Cherry Co. Two eggs were 
found there on 25 May 1988, 4 eggs were found on 2 June 1991, and 4 eggs 
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were found 17 May 1993. 

While checking on waterfowl production 24 May 1995 at the above site, a 
biologist found attempted breeding with pelicans on 10 nests. On 29 May 
he found the remains of the nests and eggs abandoned. Later, on 12 June, 
he again found 4 eggs randomly scattered in the cormorant colony (LM). 
This is the only nesting reported in the state. 

Bald Eagle A nest with 2 young was noted on 22 April 2005, 5 mi, W of North 
Bend, Dodge Co. Three young were present on 13 May and 1 June. No 
activity was noticed during a later visit on 22 June (DP). 

Cooper’s Hawk Staff at NGPC were entertained through the spring by a pair 
nesting in a white pine on the west side of the headquarters building at 2200 
N. 33rd St., in Lincoln, Lancaster Co, On 15 April 2005 an adult was still 
brooding. By 15 June, two young had already fledged, leaving the other 
two full-grown young still exercising their wings near the nest (MF, WM). 

Golden Eagle A long-occupied cliff nest in a canyon near the upper Niobrara River 
8 mi. SW of Harrison, Sioux Co„ held a pair of 2 to 3-week-old young on 
23 April 2005 (DK, WM). 

An adult captured prey and delivered it to a tree nest in an old windbreak 
several miles S of Bridgeport, Morrill Co., on 24 April 2005. On 25 May 
the nest appeared to be empty and no activity was seen in the area (WM), 

Piping Plover A male was digging scrapes on 17 May (SJD), and an adult was 
later banded at a nest with 2 eggs on 20 May 2005 at Lake Minatare, Scotts 
Bluff Co, By 24 May the nest held 4 eggs but was threatened by rising 
water levels. Because of continued rising water, on 27 May biologists 
moved the eggs to foster nests at Lake McConaughy (Keith Co.) but the 
move was unsuccessful due to predation by dogs and abandonment (KD). 
Another nest at Lake Minatare, which held a single egg on 6 June 2005, 
also was moved to stay above rising water. It was moved again on 9 June 
2005 to a foster nest at Lake McConaughy, as the water continued to rise, 
but the move was unsuccessful due to predation by a skunk (KD). 

Marbled Godwit A biologist with the RMBO/PLJV reported a nest with 3 eggs in 
southern Sheridan Co. on 16 June 2005, apparently the first nest with eggs 
reported in the state (CK). Two other reports of nesting in Nebraska were 
both at Smith Lake, in central Sheridan Co, 

Eurasian Collared-Dove A flightless young bird was found below spruce trees on 
a ranch house lawn 8 mi. SW of Harrison, Sioux Co., on 27 August 2005 
(DK, WM). 

White-winged Dove A recently-fledged young bird was found and photographed 
following a thunderstorm in Albion, Boone Co„ on 21 June 2005. Pictures 
of the bird confirm its immaturity due to lack of a sub-auricular spot, brown 
iris, white leading edges of the primary and secondary feathers, outer 
primary shorter than scapulars, and longest primary only slightly longer 
than secondaries (Pyle 1997, Ridgway 1916, Schwertner et at. 2002). Birds 
had been heard calling in the area earlier in the summer, and a pair with a 
young bird was also noted at a neighbor’s feeder. This is the first report of 
nesting in Nebraska (CN). 

Black-billed Cuckoo Despite a well-deserved reputation for being inconspicuous, a 
nest with eggs and young was found on 4 July 2005 at Goose Lake WMA, 
Holt Co. (LR,RH). 

Common Barn Owl A “nest” with 1 egg was found atop the com in a steel grain 
bin ~3 mi, W of Laurel, Cedar Co., on 27 April 2005 (DS). 
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Long-eared Owl Five downy young were found in a nest 2 mi. W of Parks, Dundy 
Co., on 9 May 2005 (TW). 

Northern Saw-whet Owl An old report recently made available is of a pair of 
adults with three fledged young on 24 June 1978. The young were reared at 
Hackberry Lake Headquarters, VNWR, Cherry Co., and seen only by 
moonlight or the aid of artificial lights (LM). Although out of the expected 
range, the timing is consistent with a report of young in a nest in South 
Dakota on 20 May 1993 (Peterson 1995). 

Lewis’s Woodpecker A pair was seen occupying a nest 15 mi. SE of Crawford, 
Dawes Co., on 23 May and 16 June 2005, but the nest was not examined 
(WM). 

Northern Flicker A red-shafted flicker nest with 7 eggs was found in Sowbelly 
Canyon 4 mi. NE of Harrison, Sioux Co., on 22 May 2005 (WM). 

A yellow-shafted flicker fed a nearly-fledged young in Dannebrog, Howard 
Co., on 25 June 2005 (LR, RH). 

Loggerhead Shrike A nest in the Sandhills north of the Calamus Reservoir in 
Loup Co. held 5 eggs on 15 May 2005 (WM). 

A nest 13 mi. S of Agate, Sioux Co., held 7 eggs on 24 May 2005. On 3 
June, 2 eggs and 5 small young were present (WM). 

Clark’s Nutcracker A flock of 40-50 birds over-wintered in the area of Sowbelly 
and Monroe Canyons in the Pine Ridge north of Harrison, Sioux Co. They 
were observed on 11 occasions by several observers 28 Dec 2004 to 14 June 
2005. 

On 18 May, nest-building by a pair was observed for 1/2 hr in Monroe 
Canyon, although the nest itself was not seen (SJD). A pair was observed 
in East Monroe Canyon near the above nest-building site on 6 occasions 22 
May to 14 June, but no further evidence of breeding was found (WM). 
Whether the nesting attempt was ultimately successful is unknown. 

While nest-building normally occurs in mid-late March, the late activity 
noted on 18 May might be explained by the almost complete failure of the 
Ponderosa Pine cone crop for several years (possibly due to the 5-year 
drought) and the inability of the invading flock to find and store an adequate 
supply of seeds, usually a prerequisite for successful nesting (Diana F. 
Tomback, pers. com.). 

Horned Lark Although a breeder statewide, there are few fully documented reports, 
A fledged young bird was noted 5 mi. N, 1 mi. W of Ames, Dodge Co., on 
16 April 2005 (DP). 

On 14 June 2005 a fledged young bird was seen with adults 5 mi. S of 
Harrison, Sioux Co„ while nearby on the same date a nest with 3 eggs was 
found (WM). 

Tree Swallow A nest with well-feathered young was found on 14 June 2005 at 
Smith Lake, Sheridan Co„ 22 mi. S of Rushville (WM). 

Adults were seen delivering food to a nest at Lake Minatare, Scotts Bluff 
Co., on 9 July 2005 (KD). 

Violet-green Swallow An incubating female allowed herself to be pushed gently far 
enough to one side to allow sight of her eggs but refused to leave her nest in 
West Ash Canyon, 11 mi. SE of Crawford, Dawes Co., on 16 June 2005 
(WM). 

Bank Swallow Part of a dryland colony 6 mi. SSW of Harrison, Sioux Co., was 
abandoned this year due to partial collapse of the blowout bank, but egg- 
laying had just begun in some of the remaining holes by 3 June 2005 
(WM). 
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Barn Swallow A pair successfully raised 2 broods 5 mi. SE of Gibbon, Buffalo 
Co., with young fledging on 24 June 2005 and again on 3 August (LR, 
RH). 

Black-capped Chickadee Despite a decline in numbers in parts of the state, a nest 
with several recently-hatched young was found in Monroe Canyon, 7 mi. 
NNW of Harrison, Sioux Co., on 15 June 2005 (WM). 

White-breasted Nuthatch A nest with eggs was found on the floor of West Ash 
Canyon, 11 mi. SE of Crawford, Dawes Co„ on 23 May 2005 (WM). 

Pygmy Nuthatch Nest building was noted in a pine snag beside the road in 
Sowbelly Canyon 4 mi. NE of Harrison, Sioux Co., on 23 April 2005. On 
22 May seven eggs were being incubated and on 3 June young birds were 
present in the nest (WM). 

Carolina Wren Nest building appeared to be complete by 17 March 2005 on a 
front-porch nest in Bellevue, Sarpy Co. The first egg appeared on 28 March 
(AR). 

Sedge Wren Tallgrass prairie researchers at the WCT, Hall Co., discovered several 
nests from late May through July 2005, extending the known range of 
breeding dates in the state. Previously reported breeding dates have been in 
August, with only a single July date noted (SS). 

Eastern Bluebird A clutch of 4 eggs was found in a nest box on 14 April 2005, 5 
mi. N, 1 mi. W of Ames, Dodge Co. Other nearby nest boxes had young 
hatching on 22 May and 6 July (JP). 

Mountain Bluebird Roadside nest boxes 3 mi. NE of Harrison, Sioux Co., held 
2,3 & 4 eggs on 22 May 2005 (WM). 

Another roadside nest box 15 mi. SE of Crawford, Dawes Co., held 6 eggs 
on 23 May 2005 (WM). 

Swainson’s Thrush Singing, territorial birds were again present in West Ash 
Canyon 11 mi, SE of Crawford, Dawes Co., in mid-June 2005, but a nest 
search in the area was unsuccessful (WM). 

American Robin A vigorous, multi-species defense led the observer to a nest 10 ft, 
up a pine in West Ash Canyon 11 mi. SE of Crawford, Dawes Co„ on 23 
May 2005. However, the newly-emptied nest had just furnished a meal to a 
58-in. bull snake which was removed from the tree, measured, and released 
(WM). 

American Redstart A very cooperative female put in the final nest lining while an 
observer snapped pictures from 8 ft. away on 23 May 2005 in West Ash 
Canyon, Dawes Co. On 16 June the nest held 3 eggs (WM). 

Another nearby nest was also under construction on 23 May, while a third 
was being completed on 16 June (WM). 

Lark Sparrow A bird was flushed from a nest with 6 eggs on 4 June 2005, located 
6 1/2 mi E, 3 mi. S of Ericson, Wheeler Co. (LR,RH). 

Grasshopper Sparrow Dozens of nests were found during tallgrass prairie research 
at WCT, Hall Co. Young were noted in nests 2 June - 26 July 2005 (DHK, 
CW, BS, AL), 

Henslow’s Sparrow Following the first discovery of nests in the state last year 
(Kim, in press), several more nests were found this year at WCT, Hall Co., 
with eggs noted 9 July 2005, and young in the nests noted 17-28 July 
(DHK,AL, BS). 

McCown’s Longspur An adult fed a just-fledged young bird that was capable of 4- 
to 6-ft. flights in a sparsely vegetated area 4 mi. S of Harrison, Sioux Co., 
on 14 June 2005. Movement in the background about 40 ft. away revealed 
a young Swift Fox peeking out of its den (WM). 




Vol. 73 No. 3 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


121 


Rose-breasted Grosbeak A nest with 4 eggs at the edge of Ashland, Saunders Go., 
was being incubated by the male when first observed on 29 May 2005. The 
female was on incubation duty the following day (WM), 

Black-beaded Grosbeak A nest with 4 eggs and 2 just-hatched young was found 
in West Ash Canyon 11 mi. SE of Crawford, Dawes Co., on 16 June 2005. 
Another nest nearby held a clutch of 3 eggs on the same date (WM). 

Blue Grosbeak A pair was observed feeding young in a nest ~7 mi. S of Gering, 
Scotts Bluff Co., on 18 July 2005. The pair was observed occupying the 
same nest on 1 August, and on 11 August they were again noted feeding 
young. Young from the second clutch fledged on 20 August (AK). 

Bickcissel Numerous nests were found at WCT, Hall Co., with egg dates ranging 
from 23 June to 26 July 2005 (BS, AL, SS). 

Bobolink Dozens of nests were found during a tallgrass prairie ecological study at 
WCT, Hall Co. Egg dates ranged from 27 May to 19 June 2005 (AL, BS). 

Brewer’s Blackbird A nest in a colony of 4 to 6 pairs 14 mi. S of Chadron, 
Dawes Co., held 6 eggs on 24 May 2005 (WM). 

Two nests 12 mi. E of Harrison, Sioux Co., held 2 & 6 eggs on 24 May 
2005. There were 6 to 10 pairs in the colony (WM). 

A colony of only 2 pairs was noted 5 mi. S of Harrison, Sioux Co., on 14 
June 2005. The single nest found held 6 eggs (WM). 

Great-tailed Grackle Nest-building was underway in a new colony 3 mi. SW of 
Waverly, Lancaster Co., on 5 May 2005. On 9 May two nests held 2 & 3 
eggs (WM). 
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(2) Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, 2200 N. 33rd St., Lincoln, NE 69503 

(3) 140 Oakmont Dr., South Sioux City, NE 68776 


INTRODUCTION 

The Cerulean Warbler is a species of high conservation concern because of 
apparent long-term declines throughout its breeding range (Hamel 2000a, Hamel et 
al. 2004, Sauer et al. 2005) and threats to and reduction of breeding and wintering 
habitat (Hamel et al. 2004, Rick et al. 2004). Nebraska has traditionally been at the 
western periphery of the species* breeding range, where it is restricted to mature 
woodlands in the Missouri River Valley (Sharpe et al. 2001, Mollhoff 2001). The 
Cerulean Warbler is a Tier I “at-risk” species under the Nebraska Natural Legacy Plan 
because it is a conservation priority (Schneider et al. 2005). In 2004, then Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission Nongame Bird Program Manager John Dinan initiated 
a project to inventory the species’ breeding distribution in the state. Here, we review 
the species’ status in Nebraska by reference to previous reports and by summarizing 
results of the 2004 inventory. We also comment on habitat associations observed in 
Nebraska and consider possible explanations for the species’ limited distribution in 
the state. 


BACKGROUND 

The Cerulean Warbler is a rare summer resident in extreme eastern Nebraska 
(Mollhoff 2001, Sharpe et al. 2001). Reports of birds, let alone nests, have been 
few and inconsistent during the last century, and whether the species breeds in 
Nebraska every year is conjectural. The difficulty in locating nests or finding 
evidence of breeding for this species is well-known due to its propensity to forage 
and nest high in leafy trees. Mollhoff (2001) reported the species at 4 sites in 1984- 
89, but breeding was not confirmed. Sharpe et al. (2001) cite only one instance of 
breeding since 1978: a female gathering nest material at Ashford Scout Camp in 
Thurston County 17-18 May 1997, observed by the authors. In addition, there is an 
unpublished report of a pair at Ashford Scout Camp 12 May 1993 (Huser, pers. 
obs.). The female was on the nest 14 May; however, the entire nest disappeared 
prior to 15-16 May, unrelated to weather conditions. 

Prior to these records, Ducey (1988) cites breeding records in Sarpy County 
in 1944 and 1978, and in Sarpy and Dakota Counties prior to 1920. On 13 July 
1978 Diggs and Diggs (1978), while banding at Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy County, 
netted a female in post-breeding molt with a large brood patch, indicating that it had 
bred in the vicinity. Their mist-net was set up immediately northeast of the Camp 
Gifford Road railroad crossing. Garrett (1944) found a nest at Fontenelle Forest in 
1944; the nest was just north of the railroad tracks between Mill and Handsome 
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Hollows, Wallace (1901) found 3 nests in 1900 “near Bellevue”; two contained eggs 
and the third a young bird. At this time Cerulean Warbler appears to have been more 
numerous, as Bruner et al (1904) describe it as “a rather common summer resident 
along the wooded bluffs of the Missouri river, where it breeds.” The only other 
nesting record is of a nest found by Aughey on Pilgrim Hill in Dakota County in 
1865 (Youngworth 1957); Sharpe (1993) questioned this report based on Aughey’s 
statement that Aughey had found 6 nests in Nebraska, all of which were in plum 
bushes 2-4 feet above ground, a most unlikely nest site for a Cerulean Warbler. In 
this same paper, Sharpe (1993) mentioned that he himself had observed 3 nests of 
Cerulean Warbler in Nebraska, all above 40 feet; unfortunately no details of these 
nestings have been published, although presumably they took place in the period 
1960-1980 when Sharpe was active in the field. 

Despite the few breeding records, especially in recent years, there are several 
reports most years of singing males in spring, almost all from a few publicly-owned 
locations which preserve a large proportion of the remaining deciduous upland and 
bottomland forest in Nebraska, These reports are from Ponca State Park, Dixon 
County, in 1994; Ashford Scout Camp, Thurston County, most years since 1984; 
Neale Woods, Washington County, in 2000; Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy County, most 
years since 1983; and Indian Cave State Park, Richardson County, in 1995 and since 
2001. Away from these locations, there are fewer than 20 reports, all but 3 of which 
are in extreme southeast Nebraska and the eastern Platte River Valley. The 
exceptions are one at Lake Ogallala, Keith County, 7 May 1999 (Brown and Brown 
2001); a specimen collected near Rushville in Sheridan County 6 June 1964, which 
had enlarged testes but was considered to be a migrant (Short 1965); and an 
undocumented report 2 May 1978 in Sioux County (The Nebraska Bird Review 
46:81). 


METHODS 

We conducted surveys for Cerulean Warblers in eastern Nebraska in May, 
June and July 2004. We began by focusing on sites where Cerulean Warblers had 
been previously reported, including 1) Ashford Scout Camp in extreme northern 
Thurston County and adjacent privately-owned land in southern Dakota County, 2) 
Neale Woods, Douglas and Washington County, 3) Hummel Park, Douglas County, 
4) Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy County, and 5) and Indian Cave State Park, extreme 
eastern Nemaha and Richardson Counties, These locations all allow public access, 
and contain virtually all of the remaining upland and bottomland forest in the 
Missouri River Valley. Other woodland tracts with public or Tribal ownership were 
surveyed despite the absence of previous Cerulean Warbler sightings. These 
included the Nature Conservancy’s Rulo Bluffs, Richardson County; Dodge Park, 
Douglas County; two locations in Thurston County owned by the Omaha Tribe, 
Hole-in-the-Rock and Big Elk Parks; two locations in Thurston County owned by 
the Winnebago Tribe, one about 1.5 miles west of Big Bear Creek and the other 
about 1,5 miles upstream from the mouth of Horsehead Creek; and Basswood Ridge 
State Wildlife Management Area, Dakota County. 

Cerulean Warblers have been found in Nebraska almost exclusively near a 
geographically significant stream. We reviewed maps provided by Realty and 
Environmental Services, Nebraska Game and Parks Division, in an attempt to locate 
streams and significant woodlands in private ownership. There are few of these; 
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Silcock accessed two, one located along Winnebago Creek in Richardson County, 
and the other along Wine Branch Road in Richardson County. Silcock was unable 
to contact another landowner in Richardson County, whose property also looked 
promising. Huser surveyed privately-owned land in southern Dakota County 
immediately north of and contiguous with Ashford Scout Camp (data from this site 
are included with those from Ashford Scout Camp). Jorgensen surveyed from a 
county road in an area southwest of Blair, Washington County, that has promising 
woodland habitat along a stream. 

Cerulean Warblers forage and nest high in leafy deciduous trees that extend 
above the forest canopy and therefore they are difficult to see and study. Males are 
loud, persistent singers and are usually vocal for most of the day. Thus, we used 
song identification as our primary method for locating birds. We used taped 
Cerulean Warbler songs occasionally, with no set protocol, in order to attract a 
singing bird for better observation or perhaps induce a quiet bird to sing. Such use 
of tapes did not result in discovery of any additional Cerulean Warblers. We did not 
set up specific listening posts or transects, but covered likely habitat, often several 
times, by walking and recording the route and singing locations with a GPS unit. 
Maintained trails were followed when they led to or through traditional Cerulean 
Warbler locations or alongside streams, but much of the walking was off trails, 
especially along ridges and upper reaches of streams some distance from trails. 
Special effort was made to survey a range of habitats, including those from which we 
were unaware of any previous sightings. 

Because the song is rather loud and carries some distance, we consider it 
unlikely that a singing bird would be missed during the May-June song period, as 
our slow-to-medium walking pace would place us within the territory of a singing 
bird for several minutes, ample time to hear the persistently-given song at least once. 
The song generally follows a consistent species-characteristic pattern, but some 
songs are aberrant to some degree. Because of this, we attempted to observe any bird 
singing a song that at least slightly resembled that of a Cerulean Warbler to be 
certain of its identity. Northern Parula ( Parula americana ) and American Redstart 
(Setophaga ruticilla\ both commonly found in southeast Nebraska in summer, 
sometimes sing songs which, if not heard well, might suggest a Cerulean Warbler, 
and, in fact, the presence of Northern Parula was considered indicative of habitat 
which might also support Cerulean Warblers. Other such “indicator species” we 
noted are Acadian Flycatcher (Empidonax virescem ), Kentucky Warbler ( Oporornis 
formosus), and Louisiana Waterthrush ( Seiurus motacilla). During our surveys, all 
birds seen or heard were noted, with particular attention given to those species of 
interest to the Nebraska Natural Heritage Program. 

When a singing Cerulean Warbler was located, we attempted to see it to 
confirm its identification, and we looked carefully for any evidence of the presence of 
a nest or a female. Return visits were made to these locations to ascertain whether 
the singing bird was still there, and, if so, to gather additional evidence for presence 
of a female or nesting behavior. 


RESULTS 

The results of survey trips are shown in Table 1. We expended 75 hours 
surveying for or re-checking previously-found Cerulean Warblers. During searches we 



121 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


Vol. 73 No. 3 


TABLE 1. Sites surveyed for Cerulean Warblers in eastern Nebraska, 
2004. The final column indicates whether birds seen were previously reported, 
and when. 


Date 

Location 

County 

Hours 

Cerulean Warblers 

May 15 

Ashford Scout Camp 

Thurston 

5 

0 

May 22 

Basswood Ridge WMA 

Dakota 

5 

0 


Indian Cave State Park 

Richardson 

6.75 

1 male (new) 

May 23 

Neale Woods (MRET) 

Washington 

2 

1 male (new) 


Hummel Park 

Douglas 

1 

1 male (new) 

May 26 

Hummel Park 

Douglas 

1.5 

1 male (23 May) 

1 female (new) 


Neale Woods (MRET) 

Washington 

1.5 

0 

May 29 

Rulo Bluffs 

Richardson 

3.5 

0 


Wine Branch Road 

Richardson 

1 

0 

May 30 

Indian Cave State Park 

Richardson 

4 

1 male (22 May) 


Indian Cave State Park 

Nemaha 

5 

0 

May 31 

Indian Cave State Park 

Richardson 

3 

1 male (22 May) 

Jun 6 

Hummel Park 

Douglas 

1 

1-2 males 


Neale Woods (MRET) 

Washington 

1 

0 


Dodge Park 

Douglas 

1 

0 


Fontenelle Forest 

Sarpy 

2.25 

1 male (new) 

Jun 12 

Indian Cave State Park 

Nemaha 

0.5 

0 


Winnebago Creek 

Richardson 

1 

0 


Tobacco Island WMA 

Cass 

1 

0 


Fontenelle Forest 

Sarpy 

1 

0 

Jun 13 

Indian Cave State Park 

Richardson 

3.5 

1 male (22 May) 

Jun 18 

Ashford Scout Camp 

Thurston-Dakota 

7.5 

1-2 males (new) 

Jun 26 

Hole-in-the-Rock 

Thurston 

5 

0 

Jun 27 

County Rd 228 

Washington 

1 

0 

Jul 2 

Big Bear Creek 

Thurston 

5 

0 

Jul 11 

Horsehead Creek 

Thurston 

2 

0 


Big Elk Park 

Thurston 

1 

0 


Fontenelle Forest 

Sarpy 

1 

0 


Hummel Park 

Douglas 

1 

0 






Totals 



75 

5-7 males 





1 female 
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found between 5 and 7 singing males and one female. All “new” birds were found in 
the period mid-May through mid-June. The sole female was paired with a singing 
male at Hummel Park at a location where a singing male had been present for several 
years previously. At this location, Silcock and other observers (Loren and Babs 
Padelford, pers. obs.) were fairly sure that two singing males were present; the 
Padelfords heard singing males at two locations about a half mile apart, and later 
Silcock heard what seemed to be songs coming from different directions but only 
-200 yards apart. Furthermore, 2 singing males had been observed in prior years by 
Jorgensen. Similarly, at Ashford Scout Camp Huser heard either two males 80-100 
yards apart or a single male singing from the extremes of a single breeding territory. 
Apart from the observation of a paired female at Hummel Park, no evidence of 
breeding was obtained. The singing male at Neale Woods apparently departed, as it 
was not heard on later visits. 

Based on our findings, we can make a rough estimate of the number of 
singing male Cerulean Warblers present in Nebraska May-July, 2004. In this survey, 
our minimum count was 5, and our maximum 7. The number could be higher due 
to the possibility that the birds occupy unsurveyed sites, but our survey indicates 
that the number of Cerulean Warblers present in Nebraska during the breeding season 
is likely limited to a handful of individuals. 


DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS 

Cerulean Warbler breeding numbers in Nebraska are likely limited because 
of quality and quantity of suitable habitat. The species is considered “area sensitive” 
and large forest tracts may be required to support “stable breeding populations” 
(Hamel 2000b). Minimum area requirements to support breeding birds have not 
been conclusively established, but estimates range from 75 to 1700 acres depending 
on region (Hamel 2000b). Extensive mature woodland tracts in Nebraska are limited 
and relatively small compared to other areas of the species’ range. Nebraska’s largest 
remaining contiguous area of upland woodland is the roughly 3000 acres at Indian 
Cave State Park and of bottomland forest the roughly 400 acres at Fontenelle Forest. 

Forest tract size is, however, only one variable limiting numbers in 
Nebraska. Cerulean Warblers require a specific forest canopy structure (Hamel 
2000b). Hamel stated: “Important habitat elements for this species thus appear to be 
large forest tracts with big deciduous trees in mature to older-growth forest with 
horizontal heterogeneity of the canopy”. Hamel (2000b) noted that the forest utilized 
by Cerulean Warblers, whether upland or bottomland, has a discontinuous canopy 
and an open understory which provides open space below the nest site; gaps and 
openings are compatible with the presence of Cerulean Warblers, and, indeed, may 
attract them. Remaining forested areas in eastern Nebraska have all been logged in 
the past, removing tall trees that extend through the canopy and thereby eliminating 
the canopy discontinuity favored by the species (Hamel 2000b). 

An important observation of this survey was the similarity of habitat 
features at each location Cerulean Warblers were found in Nebraska. These are finer 
features than are usually provided in the literature: (1) adjacent or surrounding 
extensive forest, (2) presence of a geographically significant stream, and (3) a fairly 
flat area with tall supra-canopy deciduous trees. This raises an intriguing question: 
why do Cerulean Warblers appear not to utilize ridges or other upland forest in 
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Nebraska, as they do in most other parts of their breeding range (Hamel 2000b), and, 
indeed, appear to require the presence of a stream? Due to the importance of canopy 
discontinuity in maintenance of stable breeding populations of Cerulean Warblers, 
we further believe that the consistent occurrence of Cerulean Warblers in Nebraska 
adjacent to streams may result from the canopy discontinuity, both horizontal and 
vertical, provided by the presence of a stream. 

Cleared areas, even the presence of roads, adjacent to forested streams may 
not be a deterrent, such as at the Hummel Park site. This site, the only location in 
this study that provided evidence of breeding, was adjacent on one side of a 
significant stream to an open area with a small public park area beside a well-used 
paved road, and on the other side to steep hillsides of oak-hickory forest. Although 
nesting may not have occurred at Hummel Park in 2004, we observed the female 
there only in tall trees immediately adjacent to the stream. Of course, the presence of 
an open area or road also provides the canopy discontinuity important to Cerulean 
Warblers, as discussed above. At three additional locations, Indian Cave State Park, 
Fontenelle Forest, and Ashford Scout Camp, habitat was tall supra-canopy trees 
(oak, hickory, or cottonwood) located on flattish stream benches surrounded for at 
least 300 yards by rather steep hillsides of upland hardwood forest. At Neale 
Woods, habitat was similar: the singing male was utilizing tall trees (cottonwoods 
in this case) adjacent to a stream bordered by steep upland forest on one side and 
bottomland forest on the other. 

In this study, no Cerulean Warblers were found entirely within bottomland 
forest, such as the floodplain areas at Fontenelle Forest. Nevertheless, Cerulean 
Warblers were present along North Stream Trail in Fontenelle Forest essentially 
annually until 1999, although no female has been found there since 1996. 
Significantly, North Stream Trail is adjacent to a stream; the south end of the trail is 
in the general area where Diggs and Diggs (1978) netted a female with an active 
brood patch. The only prior evidence for nesting in this floodplain habitat at 
Fontenelle Forest was a nest located in 1944 along a bottomland stream bordered on 
one side by railroad tracks and steep hillside forest and on the other by floodplain 
forest. We have no information as to location of the nests found by Wallace (1901). 

Sites currently used by Cerulean Warblers in Nebraska are relatively secure 
from large-scale habitat alterations. Continuing regeneration and maturation of 
woodland tracts, particularly those on reserves such as Indian Cave State Park, may 
provide additional, albeit limited, suitable habitat in the future. Variables unrelated 
to habitat quality and extent may, however, threaten Nebraska’s small population. 
Cerulean Warbler range has shifted northeastward over the past several decades 
(Hamel et al. 2004). This may further isolate breeding birds in Nebraska that are 
already relatively isolated from one another and from areas farther east that have 
higher densities and may potentially serve as a source of additional breeding birds. 
Fluctuations of populations at core breeding areas can affect a species’ status in 
peripheral areas of a species’ range (Jorgensen and Dinsmore 2005). Thus, the 
presence of suitable habitat may not be enough to sustain breeding birds in 
Nebraska. 
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FALL FIELD REPORT, August-November 2005 


Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 


INTRODUCTION 

This fall was notable for its lack of notable events; numbers of migrants 
reported in all species groups, especially waterfowl, shorebirds, and warblers, were 
low. Lingering birds were both insectivores and seed-eaters, and, coupled with a 
rather stable fall weather-wise, it seems that there were no disturbances to concentrate 
birds or otherwise impede a steady flow of migrants through the state. Without 
concentrations, migrants are often not noticed or, more accurately here, not reported 
by observers. 

The best Western Grebe count was 2500, very low relative to expected high 
fall counts of at least 20,000. Mergansers were the only bright spot in waterfowl 
numbers, although they were present only in average numbers, rather than low 
numbers as were most of the other waterfowl. Among warblers, the few highlights 
included more reports than usual of Black-throated Green, as well as a lengthy 
migration period, both indicators of more birds being present. Other migrant 
species, however, were represented by 1-2 or even no reports. 

One significant report was the first known successful nesting, as well as a 
separate attempted nesting, both this spring and summer, by Bam Owls in northeast 
Nebraska. This part of the state has almost no records of this species. 

Western birds in the east were White-throated Swift and Say’s Phoebe, and 
late departures were made by insectivores Eastern Phoebe, Great Crested Flycatcher, 
Western Kingbird, and Blue-headed Vireo, while seed-eaters Grasshopper and 
Henslow’s Sparrows and Indigo Bunting were also tardy. 


ABBREVIATIONS 

ADF: Arbor Day Farm, Otoe Co; 

BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co; 

Cem: Cemetery; 

Co(s): County(ies); 

CLNWR: Crescent L NWR, Garden Co; 

FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co; 

GPD: Gavins Point Dam, Knox/Cedar Cos; 

HCR: Harlan Co Res, Harlan Co; 

ICSP: Indian Cave SP, Nemaha/Richardson Cos; 

L: Lake; 

LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co; 

LNB; Lakes North and Babcock, Platte Co; 

LO: L Ogallala (includes contiguous Keystone L), Keith Co; 
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m. ob.: many observers; 

NC: Nature Center; 

NGP: Nebraska Game and Parks Commission; 

NM: National Monument; 

NNF: Nebraska National Forest, Thomas Co; 

NOU: Nebraska Ornithologists' Union; 

NWR: National Wildlife Refuge; 

PL: Pawnee L, Lancaster Co; 

Res: Reservoir; 

RWB: Rainwater Basin, including parts of Phelps, Hamilton, York, Clay, Fillmore, 
and Thayer Cos; 

SCP: Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co; 

SHP: State Historical Park; 

SL: Sewage Lagoon(s); 

SP: State Park; 

SRA: State Recreation Area; 

UNSM: University of Nebraska State Museum; 

WMA: (State) Wildlife Management Area; 

WP: Wilderness Park, Lincoln; 

WPA: (Federal) Waterfowl Production Area; 

WSR: Wind Springs Ranch, Sioux Co. 


GAZETTEER 

DeSoto NWR: Washington Co; 

L Minatare: Scotts Bluff Co; 

Oliver Res SRA: Kimball Co; 

Ponca SP: Dixon Co; 

Sandhills: large area of sand-based prairie in north-central Nebraska; 
Smith L WMA: Sheridan Co. 


OBSERVERS 

AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering; 

ARy: Allan Reyer, Bellevue; 

AS; Audrey Sterkel, Sidney; 

B&LP: Babs & Loren Padelford, Bellevue; 
BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City; 

BT: Barb Tebbel, Kearney; 

CG: Carlos Grande, Geneva y Espafla; 

CH: Carolyn Hall, Bassett; 

CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue; 

CWH: C.W. Huntley, Ogallala; 

CRu: Christopher Rustay, Albuquerque, NM; 
D&JP: Don & Jan Paseka, Ames; 

DB: Duane Bright, Bellevue; 

DH: Dave Heidt, Norfolk; 

DSt: Dave Stage, Elkhom; 

EB: Elliott Bedows, Bellevue; 

EBe: Eric Bents, Omaha; 



136 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


Vol. 73 No. 4 


EBr: Ellen Brogie, Creighton; 

GH: Gerard Harbison, Lincoln; 

HKH: Helen K. Hughson, Mitchell; 

JED: James E. Ducey, Omaha; 

JG: Joe Gubanyi, Seward; 

JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Blair; 

JH: Joan Hackett, Elkhom; 

JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield; 

JSt: Jon Strong, Omaha; 

KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell; 

KN: Kay Niyo, Evergreen, CO; 

KP: Kevin Poague, Lincoln; 

L&CF: Laurence & Carol Falk, Nebraska City; 
LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln; 

LO: Linda OHinger,WilsonvilIe; 

LR: Lanny Randolph, Gibbon; 

MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton; 

NF: Nancy Fish, Superior; 

NP: Neva Pruess, Lincoln; 

P&DD: Phyllis & Dean Drawbaugh, Scottsbluff; 
PD: Paul Dunbar, Hastings; 

RD: Robert DeLara, Mitchell; 

RE: Rick Eades, Lincoln; 

RH: Robin Harding, Gibbon; 

RSg: Reuben Siegfried, Scottsbluff; 

SA: Sue Amiotte, Chadron; 

SJ: Stephen Jones, Boulder, CO; 

SJD: Stephen J. Dinsmore, Ames, IA; 

ST: Scott Taylor, Lincoln; 

TD: Tom Dougherty, Bellevue; 

TEL: Thomas E. Labedz, Lincoln; 

TJW: T.J. Walker, Brady; 

TL: Tony Leukering, Brighton, CO; 

TP: Theresa Pester, Lincoln; 

WF: William Flack, Madison; 

WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, IA. 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Greater White-fronted Goose: Single summer vagrants were in Madison Co 
through the period (fide MB), at PL 6-26 Aug (LE), in Adams Co 11 Sep 
(LR,RH), and at LM 17 Sep (SJD,WRS,KN). First migrants noted were 
35-40 flying over the Lincoln-Logan Cos line 17 Oct (TJW). 

Snow Goose: The usual summer vagrants were reported: 1-2 birds at 3 locations 
(LE,LR,RH) and “the first skein of the season” had 30 birds over Boyer 
Chute NWR, Washington Co, 14 Oct (EB). 

Ross’s Goose: Routine reports. 

Canada Goose: Routine reports. 

Cackling Goose: One at Schramm Park SRA, Sarpy Co, 17 Sep (CNK,B&LP) 
may have been the same bird seen there 29 May, although it was not 
reported during summer. First migrant flock was 50 in Adams Co 14 Nov 
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(PD), although a single was in Platte Co 25 Oct (D&JP). High count to 
date for fall is 100 in Douglas Co 17 Nov (JGJ); I suspect this record will 
soon be eclipsed! 

Trumpeter Swan: A family group of 4 in Madison Co 25 Nov (LE) adds to the 
increasing number of migrants noted in recent years as breeding flocks are 
re-established in north-central states. 

Tundra Swan: None were reported; this is a rare migrant in Nov. 

Wood Duck: Routine reports. 

Gadwall: Best count was a moderate 628 in Lancaster Co 11 Nov (LE). 

American Wigeon: Best count was a moderate 850 in Scotts Bluff Co 6 Nov (KD). 

American Black Duck: None were reported; this species, once regular but rare in 
fall, is not now reported every year. 

Mallard: Routine reports. 

Blue-winged Teal: Routine reports. 

Cinnamon Teal: None were reported. 

Northern Shoveler: The “thousands” at North Platte SL 11 Oct (TJW) continued 
this site’s traditional attractiveness to this species. The high fall counts for 
the state are all from this location. 

Northern Pintail: Routine reports. 

Green-winged Teal: Routine reports. 

Canvasback: Routine reports. 

Redhead: Best count was a mediocre 490 in Lancaster Co 11 Nov (LE); record fall 
count is 3292. 

Ring-necked Duck: Two of the 3 birds reported in summer at Deep Well WMA, 
Hamilton Co, were still present 25 Aug (RE). The 200 in Scotts Bluff Co 
22 Nov (KD) was a good count, although the fall record is 2100. 

Greater Scaup: The only report was of one in Lancaster Co 20 Nov (GH). 

Lesser Scaup: One in Seward Co 6 Aug (LE) had summered there. Fall tallies were 
pathetic, best count only 220 (KD). 

Surf Scoter: The two reports, of 2 at Scottsbluff SL 28 Oct-2 Nov (KD) and one 
near Schuyler 19 Nov (WF), were as expected for a typical fall. 

White-winged Scoter: The only report was of one above GPD 11 Nov (MB). 

Black Scoter: None were reported; this species is rare but regular in fall. 

Long-tailed Duck: A first-winter-plumaged female was taken in Burt Co 28 Nov 
(EBe), almost precipitating a re-run of the dreaded “hunting thread” on 
NEBirds. No others were reported. 

Bufflehead: Routine reports. 

Common Goldeneye: Only 16 were reported before the end of the period, the first 2 
somewhat early at Scottsbluff SL 28 Oct (KD). 

Hooded Merganser: Good counts were 81 in Douglas Co 14 Nov (JGJ) and 14 in 
Scotts Bluff Co 29 Oct (KD). 

Common Merganser: Other than a surprising 650 at L Minatare 6 Nov (KD), only 
about 10 were reported. 

Red-breasted Merganser: About 27 were reported statewide 29 Oct (KD) through 
19 Nov (LE,JGJ,JJ), a reasonable showing. 

Ruddy Duck: “Hundreds” (a moderate tally depending on the actual number of 
hundreds), were reported at North Platte SL 11-17 Oct (TJW) and at Davis 
Creek Res, Valley and Greeley Cos, (LR,RH). 

Gray Partridge: The only report was from the west, where 6-9 birds were at WSR 5 
Oct (HKH); a small population has been established in this area of Sioux 
Co for a few years. 



138 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


Vol. 73 No. 4 


Ring-necked Pheasant: A rather late nest containing eggs and chicks was in Dodge 
Co 22 Aug (D&JP). 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Routine reports. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: Routine reports. 

Wild Turkey: Routine reports. 

Northern Bobwhite: Usually seen only in fall and winter in the observer’s Scotts 
Bluff Co yard, 6 were there for a drink 23 Oct (KD). This species occurs 
regularly in the North Platte Valley. 

Common Loon: The 13 reported were found statewide 16 Oct (JGJ) through 14 Nov 
(JGJ), a typical migration. 

Pied-bilied Grebe: Best count was a moderate 40, in Dundy Co, 15 Oct (TJW). 

Horned Grebe: The 18 reported were found statewide 11 Oct (TJW) through 26 
Nov (JGJ), a typical migration. 

Eared Grebe: Routine reports. 

Western Grebe: Numbers at LM were much lower than usual, with best count there 
only 2500, on 23 Oct (TL). Almost as many were at Sutherland Res, 
Lincoln Co, where 1000 were present 18 Aug (RE). 

Clark’s Grebe; The only report was of 6 at LM 23 Oct (TL). 

American White Pelican: The 800 at HCR 5 Sep (LR,RH) was a good count; 3 
were still at DeSoto NWR 19 Nov (CNK) and one at BOL 26 Nov (LE). 

Double-crested Cormorant: Best count was a moderate 1000 at HCR 17 Oct (PD); 
11 were still at BOL 26 Nov (LE). 

American Bittern: Last were northerly singles at Smith L 14 Oct (SJ) and at Bazile 
Creek WMA, Knox Co, the same day (MB). 

Least Bittern: Indicative of breeding at such a northerly location were 4-5 at Bazile 
Creek WMA, Knox Co, 4-13 Aug (MB,DSt); there have been a few reports 
from Knox Co in recent years. Unexpected was one flushed twice in an 
Omaha park 12 Oct (RE), the second-latest date for the state. 

Great Blue Heron: Best count was a moderate 40 near Hastings 19 Aug (PD). 

Great Egret: Reports were, as expected, from the eastern half of the state, and 
numbers were about average. Total reported was about 220 and best count a 
moderate 41 at Bluebill WMA, Fillmore Co, 24 Sep (JGJ). Notable in 
recent years are lingering birds in fall; of 8 Nov records for the state, only 
one was prior to 2002. This fall singles were in Douglas Co 2 Nov (JGJ) 
and at DeSoto NWR 19 Nov (CNK), the latter the 4th-latest for the state. 

Snowy Egret: One at HCR 17 Oct (PD) tied the 4th-latest date for the state. 

Little Blue Heron: None were reported; last dates are in early Sep. 

Cattle Egret; Best count was a moderate 80 at HCR 11 Sep (PD). 

Green Heron: A good count was 5 at Wagon Train L, Lancaster Co, 11 Sep (LE). 
Westernmost were singles in Furnas Co 14 Aug and 18 Sep (LR,RH). 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: Rather late was an immature in Lincoln Co 2 Nov 
(TJW). 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: There was a good showing, with about 13 reported, 
all from the RWB. A record count of 9, including 8 juveniles and an adult, 
was made near Hastings 19 Aug (PD). Latest was an immature in Phelps 
Co 11 Sep (D&JP,B&LP). 

Glossy Ibis; A single in alternate plumage was well-studied at Hastings 19 Aug 
(PD), for the 8th state record and latest documented date. Identification of 
dark ibises is difficult once alternate plumage is lost. 

White-faced Ibis: Eight birds (reported as “Plegadis sp.”) at Deep Well WMA, 
Hamilton Co, 14 Oct (RE) were rather late, as were 4 near Hastings 10 Oct 
(PD). 
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Turkey Vulture: That well-known vulture stronghold, Gering, hosted 80 on 24 Sep 
(AK), but was challenged by the 70 at Norfolk 14 Sep (MB). A bit tardy 
was one at Swanson Res, Hitchcock Co, 10 Nov (TJW). 

Osprey: About 30 were reported, beginning with a rather early single present 13-14 
Aug in Sarpy Co (CNK,EB,LE), through 12 Nov in Webster Co (LR,RH). 

Mississippi Kite: The Ogallala breeding population appears to be doing well; 17 
birds were seen in late Aug and “often a dozen” were flying overhead 26-28 
Aug (CWH). In recent years fall sightings have become expected as fall 
dispersers northward migrate back to the south. An immature was at 
Bellevue 24 Aug (TD) and 2 birds were with a mixed-species kettle of 
hawks over Omaha 24 Sep (B&LP). Probably of the same provenance 
were a single near Grant 17 Aug (RE) and another near Orleans 11 Sep 
(LR,RH, m.ob.). 

Bald Eagle: Routine reports. 

Northern Harrier: Routine reports. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: One in Dixon Co 10 Aug(JJ) was early, possibly a failed 
breeder. 

Cooper’s Hawk: Routine reports. 

Northern Goshawk: The only 2 reported, singles over FF 7 Oct (B&LP) and SCP 
8 Oct (EB), were on time for the start of fall migration. 

Red-shouldered Hawk: Of interest was a juvenile at WP 24 Aug (LE); the 
possibility of a second breeding site in Nebraska is always hoped for! At 
the only known such site, 2 immatures at FF 14 Aug (EB) were indicative 
of breeding; an immature was seen there 23 Sep (EB) and singles were seen 
there 7 and 12 Oct (B&LP). 

Broad-winged Hawk: All but 5 of the 245 reported were seen 24 Sep: 50 office 
flybys in Omaha (EB), a kettle of 154 (which included 2 dark morphs) near 
Fremont (JGJ), 33 in a mixed kettle of hawks over Omaha (B&LP), and 3 
over Bellevue (B&LP). Elsewhere, one was kettling with other species over 
FF 14 Aug (EB); possibly a local breeder, one was at Norfolk 14 Sep 
(MB); 2 were in Dixon Co 27 Sep (JJ); and latest was one in Otoe Co 9 
Oct (L&CF). 

Swainson’s Hawk: Only 19 were reported, last an immature in Frontier Co 23 Oct 
(LR,RH). 

Red-tailed Hawk: Routine reports. 

Ferruginous Hawk: Easterly, although in a regular wintering area, was a light 
morph juvenile in Adams Co 14 Nov (PD). Two in Brown Co 26 Nov 
(MB,DSt,DH) were a mild surprise. 

Rough-legged Hawk: Only 7 were reported, earliest 2 in southwest Nebraska 13 
Oct (TJW). 

Golden Eagle: Routine reports. 

American Kestrel: Ten miles in Hitchcock Co 13 Aug yielded 18 birds (JSt), an 
interesting concentration for that early date and suggestive of early fall 
movement. 

Merlin: Of 8 reported, earliest was in Lincoln Co 19 Aug (TJW), a typical arrival 
date. 

Prairie Falcon: Rare eastward, singles at GPD 19 Sep (MB), rather early, and in 
Washington Co 29 Nov (D&JP) were unexpected. A group of 3 in Thomas 
Co 10 Sep (MB) appears to have been a family group post-fledging. 

Peregrine Falcon: Only 4 were reported, all in the short period 18-24 Sep 
(SJD,WRS, KN,B&LP). 
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Virginia Rail: Adults with 2 young were at Bazile Creek WMA, Knox Co, 20 Aug 
(MB). As none had summered there, 6 at Chilibaba Ponds, Scotts Bluff 
Co, 8 Aug were considered migrants (KD). Singles in Douglas Co 10 Oct 
(RE) and Lincoln Co 20 Oct (TJW) were a bit late, as wintering is not 
expected at those locations. 

Sora: Routine reports. 

American Coot: Routine reports. 

Sandhill Crane: As is usually the case in fall, highest counts are from the western 
half of the state. This fall excellent counts were 5000 south of Gering 13 
Oct (AK), 5000 in Scotts Bluff Co 14 Oct (RSg), and 5000 at one playa 
wetland in Hayes Co 26 Oct (TJW). The only report from the east was of 
200 over sw. Dixon Co 1 Nov (JJ). 

Whooping Crane: The only report was of 2 adults in an alfalfa field south of Cams 
in Rock Co 2 Nov, apparently joined by 2 more 4 Nov (fide CH). 

Black-bellied Plover: The only reports were of 2 at LM 17 Sep (SJD,WRS,KN) 
and 4 juveniles in Clay Co 10 Oct (PD). 

American Golden-Plover: Uncommon in fall, 7 were reported 10-17 Sep 
(DH,LE,SJD), and another in Knox Co 8 Oct, die latter carefully 
scrutinized in hopes of it being a Pacific Golden-Plover (MB). 

Snowy Plover: The only report was of an adult and 2 juveniles at LM on the rather 
late date of 17 Sep, apparently a late-hatched brood (SJD,WRS,KN). 

Semipalmated Plover: Routine reports. 

Piping Plover: One at Willow Creek Res, Pierce Co, 1 Oct (WF) was 4th-latest for 
the state. 

Killdeer: An excellent count was the 340 packed onto a 10 x 30-foot sandbar at 
Memphis L SRA, Saunders Co, 2 Oct (CNK). 

Black-necked Stilt: Following the summer’s RWB excitement, last reported were 4 
at Sinninger WPA, York Co, 5 Aug (JGJ) and 10 juveniles 6 Aug: 6 at 
North L Basin WMA, Seward Co, (JGJ) and 4 at Spikerush WMA, York 
Co, (JGJ). There are only 7 later records of this species for Nebraska. 

American Avocet: The 167 near Lakeside 20 Sep was a good count (CRu). 

Greater Yellowlegs: Rather late were 2 in Adams Co 14 Nov (PD). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: Routine reports. 

Solitary Sandpiper: Best count was a moderate 19 in Lincoln 23 Aug (LE). 

Willet: Routine reports. 

Spotted Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Upland Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Long-billed Curlew: Routine reports. 

Marbled God wit: Usually restricted to the west in fall, the only report was of 2 
fitting the expected pattern in Scotts Bluff Co 13 Aug (KD). 

Ruddy Turnstone: Only the 15th fall record for Nebraska was one at BOL 26 Aug 
(LE). 

Red Knot: The 2 juveniles at LM 17 Sep (SJD,WRS,KN) provided the 17th 
documented fall record. 

Sanderling: Only 17 were reported, 13 Aug (JSt) through 8 Oct (KD). 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Western Sandpiper: The only report was of juveniles at LM, 2 on 17 Sep and 7 
the next day (SJD,WRS,KN). 

Least Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Baird’s Sandpiper: Routine reports. 
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Pectoral Sandpiper: One of few shorebird species to appear in any numbers this 
fall, 285 were at Bowling L, Lincoln, 23 Aug (LE), still only a moderate 
count. Uncommon in fall as far west as the Panhandle, one was at Oliver 
Res 18 Sep (SJD,WRS,KN). 

Dunlin: The only report was of one at Hastings 10 Oct (PD). 

Stilt Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Generally more widespread in fall than in spring, reports 
were from LM eastward, through 17 Sep, when 2 juveniles were seen at 
LM (SJD,WRS,KN). Only 71 were reported in all. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: The only report was of 2 in Douglas Co 29 Aug (CNK). 

Long-billed Dowitcher: As with most shorebird species this fall, best count for this 
species was rather pathetic: only 57 in Scotts Bluff Co 29 Oct (KD). A bit 
tardy was one at Cunningham L, Omaha, 7 Nov (JGJ). 

Wilson’s Snipe: A rather early concentration of 12 in the e. RWB 18 Aug (CG) was 
indicative of migrants. Fall movement begins in late Jul. 

American Woodcock: The only report was of 2 at Niobrara SP, Knox Co, 6 Sep 
(TJW); this location is presumably near the western edge of the summer 
range. 

Wilson’s Phalarope: Routine reports. 

Red-necked Phalarope: Routine reports. 

Red Phalarope: Providing only the 10th fall record were an adult and a juvenile at 
LM 17 Sep (SJD,WRS,KN). Of the 11 fall birds reported to date, only 3 
were adults. 

Pomarine Jaeger: A rented ski-boat allowed close observation and yielded good 
photos of a dark juvenile at LM 17-18 Sep (SJD,KN,WRS). This is only 
the 12th fall (and overall) record. 

Franklin’s Gull: Providing biomass lacking in the waterfowl and shorebird 
categories were 5000 at HCR 17 Oct (PD) and “thousands” at 4 locations 
18 Aug (RE) through 13 Oct (TJW). 

Little Gull: The 11th fall record (16th overall) was of a basic adult at LM 17 Sep 
(SJD,WRS,KN). 

Bonaparte’s Gull: Somewhat early was a juvenile at BOL 26 Aug (LE), and a good 
count was 170 at BOL 21 Oct (LE). 

Ring-billed Gull: Routine reports. 

California Gull: As usual, most were at LM; a good count of 82 was made there 17 
Sep (SJD), while one was there 18 Aug (RE) and 15 on 23 Oct (TL). The 
only report elsewhere was of 2 at L Minatare, another regular location, 8 
Oct (KD). 

Herring Gull: Rather early were as many as 13 at LM 17 Sep (SJD,WRS,KN); 
most arrive in Oct. 

Thayer’s Gull: None were reported; arrival is usually in Nov. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: Now a regular migrant through the state, though still 
rare, a first alternate bird at LM 17 Sep (SJD,WRS,KN) was probably the 
same bird seen there during summer. 

Glaucous Gull: None were reported; arrival is usually in late Nov. 

Great Black-backed Gull: Completing a nice selection of gull species at LM 17 
Sep was a worn adult (SJD,WRS,KN). This is the 5th fall record, 15th 
overall. 

Sabine’s Gull: A total of 5 juveniles was found each day 17 and 18 Sep at LM 
(SJD,WRS,KN), and 3 were at L Minatare 18 Sep (SJD), where at least 
one lingered through 24 Sep (AK,P&DD,KD). 
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Caspian Tern: A total of 6 was reported statewide 20 Aug (MB) through 17 Sep 
(LE, SJD,WRS, KN), a typical fall migration for the state. 

Common Tern: The only report was of 7 at LM 17 Sep (SJD,WRS,KN). 

Forster’s Tern: An excellent count was 65 in Lancaster Co 26 Aug (LE). 

Least Tern: An excellent count from a regular location was 12-15 at the junction of 
the Missouri and Niobrara Rivers, Knox Co, 7 Sep (TJW). 

Black Tern: Routine reports. 

Black Skimmer: A report of one in Lancaster Co 10 Sep has been referred to the 
NOURC. There are no Nebraska records, but the species has occurred in 
Kansas and Colorado. 

Rock Pigeon: Routine reports. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: Best counts were an excellent 60 in Holbrook 20 Nov 
(LR,RH), 30-45 at a Brady feeder through the period (TJW), 42 at 
Tekamah 20 Nov (JGJ), and 40 at Bassett 11 Sep (CH). High count to date 
is 65 at Kearney 31 Oct 2004. Young were fledged in Superior 21 Aug 
(NF). Sightings in Grant and Thomas Cos 10 Sep (MB), Cherry Co 20 
Sep (TJW,ST), Boyd Co 4 Nov (WF), and, belatedly, Hooker and Blaine 
Cos both on 21 May 2005 (WF), reduced the list of counties without 
sightings to only 5, mostly in areas with extensive prairie: Jefferson, Keya 
Paha, Loup, Pawnee, and Sherman (there will be a report for Jefferson in 
the Winter Seasonal Report). 

White-winged Dove: On the verge of becoming a regular summer visitor, with 40 
records since 1988, there were 3 reports involving 4 birds. Most 
interesting were the 2 seen together in Morrill Co 10 Aug (SA); there was 
no indication of breeding activity reported. Singles were at Creighton 8-9 
Aug (MB) and in Scottsbluff 30 Sep (RSg). 

Mourning Dove: Routine reports. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: Last was one at ADF 21 Aug (L&CF). 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Routine reports. 

Barn Owl: Evidence of the first known successful breeding in the northeastern part 
of Nebraska (a pair laid eggs this spring near Laurel, but the attempt failed- 
see Spring Report) was provided by the presence all summer of a pair near 
Creighton, mentioned in the Spring Report; 5 birds, at least 4 of which 
were young, were seen 8 Oct (MB). Any easterly breeding records are 
unusual; an adult and juvenile were at Ulysses 3 Sep; the nesting probably 
occurred in an old school building there (JG). 

Eastern Screech-Owl: Routine reports. 

Great Horned Owl: Routine reports. 

Burrowing Owl: A good count was 10-12 at the Scottsbluff Landfill 8 Aug (KD). 

Barred Owl: Westerly reports were of one heard at Niobrara SP, Knox Co, 6 Sep 
(fide TJW) and 2 at Black Island WMA, Cuming Co, 17 Sep (WF). 
Intriguing was the possibility of one at McCook 4 Oct; a person who had 
heard an owl calling later identified a taped call of a Barred Owl as the 
same as that of the calling bird (fide TJW). Such westerly reports are not 
unprecedented. 

Long-eared Owl: Routine reports. 

Short-eared Owl: Routine reports. 

Common Nighthawk: Best counts were 160 (CNK) and 146 (B&LP), both over 
Bellevue 26 Aug. Last was one at South Sioux City 3 Oct (BFH). 

Common Poorwill: Routine reports. 

Chuck-wilPs-widow: None were reported; departure is in Sep. 

Whip-poor-will: None were reported; departure is in Sep. 
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Chimney Swift: Westernmost found on a Sandhills study trip were 35 at Ainsworth 
19 Sep (JED); the current westward limit of breeding in the Niobrara 
Valley is unclear. Rather late were 4 in Gretna 18 Oct (DSt). 

White-throated Swift: One was picked up alive at a North Platte grain elevator 11 
Oct; it died 13 Oct and is in the process of being added to the UNSM 
collection (BT; fide LR,RH,WM). This is the second report for Lincoln 
Co; the first (albeit undocumented) was on an almost identical date, 13 Oct 
1984. The two reports are the easternmost for the state. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: A good count was 8, including 3 adult males, at 
Neale Woods, Douglas Co, 21 Aug (EB). Last were rather late singles 9 
Oct in Elkhom (JH) and Bellevue (ARy). 

Calliope Hummingbird: This is the rarest of the 4 regularly-occurring 
hummingbird species in Nebraska. One that first appeared in the observer’s 
Mitchell yard 21 Jul remained until 21 Aug (KD); it was the 13th 
documented record. Another was reported without details in Scottsbluff 19 
Aug (RSg). 

Broad-tailed Hummingbird: Two were reported: singles near Mitchell 7 Aug 
(AK,KD) and in Scottsbluff 19 Aug (RSg). 

Rufous Hummingbird: Expected in the Panhandle, 4 were reported 4 Aug-4 Sep 
(RSg,KD). Most unexpected was an adult male at a Lancaster Co feeder 24- 
26 Aug (TP), the 8th record from the east. 

Belted Kingfisher: Routine reports. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: Apart from a Jan 1952 report, a lingering bird set a new 
late Panhandle date 28 Oct (RD,KD). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: The only 3 reported were in the southeast 7 Oct-17 Nov 
(B&LP,LE,DB). 

Red-naped Sapsucker: Two were reported, bringing the total of fall reports to 13: 
an adult male was at Oliver Res 18 Sep (SJD,WRS,KN), and another was 
at WSR 16 Oct (HKH). 

Downy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Hairy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Northern Flicker: Routine reports. 

Pileated Woodpecker: One was seen 4 Sep along the Steamboat Trace bike trail 3 
miles south of the power plant in Otoe Co (L&CF); this is the same 
location at which one was seen in Mar 2003. 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: An excellent count was the 7 in Lancaster Co 3 Sep (LE). 

Western Wood-Pewee: The 25 at Smith L 14 Aug (SJ) was an excellent count. 
There are very few reports east of the Panhandle, none documented, and so 
one reported 10 Sep in Furnas Co (by an observer experienced with the 
species) is best left as an additional such report, although quite likely to be 
correct. 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: The 11 in Nance and Boone Cos 27 Aug (LR,RH) was a 
good count, and one in Dixon Co 29 Sep (JJ) was rather late. 

Willow Flycatcher: An empid with a minimal eye-ring and vocalizations attributed 
to this species was in Otoe Co 22 Sep (L&CF). This is a rather late date; 
specimen and banding data from Kansas include late dates in mid-Sep. 
Departure dates for empid flycatchers are difficult to establish. 

Least Flycatcher: Routine reports. 

Hammond’s Flycatcher: None were reported; most pass through in Sep. 

Dusky Flycatcher: The only report of this regular fall Panhandle migrant was of one 
at Oliver Res 18 Sep (SJD,WRS,KN). 
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Cordilleran Flycatcher: The only report of this species, rarely noted in migration, 
was from Carter Canyon, Scotts Bluff Co, 3 Sep (AK). There are now 12 
fall reports away from the breeding range, most late Aug-early Sep. 

Eastern Phoebe: Rather late were singles at WSR 29 Oct (HKH), the latest 
Panhandle record, and in Lancaster Co 3 Nov (TP). The latter is the 5th 
Nov record, and there is even a single Dec record. 

Say’s Phoebe: Easterly were singles in Harlan and Furnas Cos 10 Sep (G&WH,KD) 
and in Furnas Co 18 Sep (LR,RH). These are only the 8th-10th reports east 
of Lincoln Co for fall. One in Scotts Bluff Co 24 Sep (AK) was tardy. 

Great Crested Flycatcher: One at ADF 8 Oct (L&CF) was 3rd latest. 

Cassin’s Kingbird: Routine reports. 

Western Kingbird: One at SCP 8 Oct (EB) is the latest ever for the east. Another 
in Scotts Bluff Co 29 Sep (AK) was rather late also. 

Eastern Kingbird: A record count was the 197 in Otoe Co 14 Aug, including 126 
in a 37-mile stretch (LE). Another good tally was the 94 in Lancaster Co 
26 Aug (LE). 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: Following 3 summer reports including a nesting, two 
were reported this fall, both at northerly locations. An adult was 
photographed near Creighton 13 Sep (EBr, MB) and another was near 
Merriman 20 Sep (CRu). 

Northern Shrike: First reported were 2 in Perkins Co and one in Lincoln Co 17 
Oct (TJW), a timely arrival date. 

Loggerhead Shrike: Routine reports. 

Bell’s Vireo: Routine reports. 

Yellow-throated Vireo: Last was one at FF 23 Sep (EB), a timely departure date. 

Plumbeous Vireo: None were reported; departure is in early Sep. 

Cassin’s Vireo: The only reports were of singles at Oliver Res 18 Sep 
(SJD,WRS,KN) and at LO 17 Sep (SJD,WRS,KN), the latter (just barely!) 
the first non-Panhandle record, although the species has been seen at Ash 
Hollow SHP some 25 miles to the west. A bird reported as a Blue-headed 
at CLNWR 20 Aug (CG) was westerly and early for that species; the 
observer had not considered Cassin's, agreeing that it was more likely than 
Blue-headed. 

Blue-headed Vireo: Occasionally a lingerer in fall, one in Bellevue 20 Oct (B&LP) 
was the 8th latest. 

Warbling Vireo: A good count was 12 in Boone Co 27 Aug (LR,RH). 

Philadelphia Vireo: This was a good fall for this often-overlooked species, with 5 
reported. Totals reported in fall seem to be higher in recent years. One was 
at ADF 21 Aug (L&CF), two at Seward 22 Aug (JG), and singles in Gage 
Co 13 Sep (RE) and at FF 23 Sep (EB). 

Red-eyed Vireo: Routine reports. 

Blue Jay: A good count for the location was the 40 in the observer’s Dixon Co yard 
24 Sep (JJ). 

Pinyon Jay: The only report was of one in Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, 8 Sep 
(AK). 

Clark’s Nutcracker: Despite the presence of good numbers in summer, none were 
reported. 

Black-billed Magpie: One observer (MB) suggested that numbers are currently low 
in the northeast. 

American Crow: An indication of peak migration timing was the 2000 at one playa 
wetland in Hayes Co 27 Oct (TJW). High fall counts to date are in the 
period 7-28 Oct. 
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Common Raven: Continuing the enigmatic nature of reports of this species in the 
Panhandle was a belated sighting of 15+ circling over Sowbelly Canyon, 
Sioux Co, 29 Oct 2004. Although ravens soar more than crows, the 
sighting is at peak migration time for the latter; documentation of raven 
sightings is sorely needed for Nebraska. 

Horned Lark: The presence in Sarpy Co of a small flock of 25 as early as 13 Aug 
(CNK) is of interest as an indicator of timing of post-breeding fall flocking 
for this early breeder. 

Purple Martin: A record fall count was 1000+ at Neale Woods, Douglas Co, 20 
Aug (EB), and also an excellent count was 300+ in Sarpy Co the next day 
(ARy). 

Tree Swallow: Routine reports. 

Violet-green Swallow: None were reported; departure is in early Aug. 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: The 175 in Otoe Co 20 Sep (L&CF) was a 
good count. 

Bank Swallow: Routine reports. 

Cliff Swallow: Routine reports. 

Barn Swallow: Routine reports. 

Black-capped Chickadee: A few observers noted continuing very low numbers or 
total absence, mostly from sc. to ne. Nebraska (LO,LE,D&JP,BFH). At 
South Sioux City, none were at the observer’s feeder for the 3rd year in a 
row (BFH). Elsewhere, such as in the Missouri Valley and in Lincoln Co 
(TJW), numbers appeared normal. 

Mountain Chickadee: Two in Ponderosa Pines at Smith L 14 Oct were well-seen 
and well-described by an observer experienced with this and Black-capped 
Chickadees and aware of the rarity of this species (SJ, details); this is about 
the same time birds have arrived in prior incursion years. 

Tufted Titmouse: Routine reports. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: This species arrives early in fall, usually by mid-Aug. 
Rather early was one near Elkhom 8 Aug (JHa). 

White-breasted Nuthatch: Routine reports. 

Pygmy Nuthatch: Routine reports. 

Brown Creeper: Routine reports. 

Rock Wren: A surprise was one at SCP 6 Sep (KP, details), only the 11th record 
for the east. One in Hayes Co 26 Oct (TJW) was 4th-latest, and 4 at WSR 
18 Oct (HKH) were also rather late. 

Carolina Wren: Reports at the margin of the current range were from Webster Co 
15 Oct (PD), Nuckolls Co 7 Oct (NF), and Colfax Co 21 Oct (MB). The 
reports from Webster and Nuckolls Cos, along with establishment of a 
small population at HCR in recent years, indicate range expansion 
westward in the Republican Valley, but surprisingly far west were 3 at 2 
locations in McCook 26 Nov (LR,RH). 

House Wren: Routine reports. 

Winter Wren: Westerly was one at North Platte 12 Oct (TJW); in recent years a few 
have been reported in fall west to Lincoln and Keith Cos and in Sioux Co, 
some possibly belonging to the western interior subspecies salebrosus. 

Sedge Wren: There was the usual spate of Aug reports, many of singing birds, 
westernmost near Gibbon 14 Aug (LR,RH,m,ob,). Last migrants were 
singles in Hastings 10 Oct (PD) and Lincoln 14 Oct (LE). 

Marsh Wren: Routine reports. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Routine reports. 
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Ruby-crowned Kinglet: Two at WSR 29 Oct (HKH) were a bit late and an 
uncommon occurrence that far west. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: There are very few reports from the northeast; one was in 
sw. Dixon Co 20 Aug (JJ), and another was a first for the observers’ “yard” 
list in Dodge Co 2 Sep (D&JP). Perhaps this species is expanding 
northward in the east as it has done in the west. 

Eastern Bluebird: Nest-boxes fledged 96 this year at ADF (L&CF); thus it is 
probably no surprise to see aggregations such as the 71 in a single mile in 
Otoe Co 22 Oct (L&CF). 

Mountain Bluebird: Two birds at Smith L 14 Oct (SJ) were migrants; departure 
from breeding areas is completed by late Oct. 

Townsend’s Solitaire: One in Webster Co 15 Oct (PD) was a little early and rather 
uncommon that far to the se. 

Veery: None were reported; this species is a rare but regular fall migrant both east 
and west in Sep. 

Swainson’s Thrush: One at WSR 20 Oct (HKH) was rather late. 

Hermit Thrush: Western migrants, a different subspecies, arrive about 3 weeks 
earlier than those in the east; 2 were at WSR 5 Sep. This and another at 
WSR 29 Oct (HKH) define the Hermit Thrush migration period in the 
Panhandle. 

Wood Thrush: None were reported; most depart by early Oct. 

American Robin: Earliest flock noted was 22 in Lancaster Co 9 Aug (NP); such 
flocks can form as early as late Jul. More massive were the “thousands” 
that hung out around Walton “for days” prior to 11 Oct (TP). 

Varied Thrush: Only the 7th record since 1991 was a male photographed at WSR 2 
Oct (KD) and present through 2 Nov (HKH). The arrival date is the 3rd- 
earliest. 

Gray Catbird: Providing the latest Panhandle date except for a single Jan record 
was one at WSR 2 Nov (HKH). 

Northern Mockingbird: The 6 in Lancaster Co 6 Aug (LE) was a good count, but 
likely a single family group. 

Sage Thrasher: The only reports were from expected locations and dates in the 
west: 2 in Scotts Bluff Co 11 Aug (KD) and one at WSR 5 Sep (HKH). 

Brown Thrasher: Routine reports. 

Curve-billed Thrasher: The bird in se. Sioux Co continues (fide AK); it has been 
there since Oct 2002 and will apparently live out its life there. 

European Starling: Routine reports. 

American Pipit: Two in sw. Dixon Co 4 Sep (JJ) were rather early. A good count 
was 75-100 in one group in Perkins Co 25 Oct (TJW). Unusual was the 
sight of 17 on a powerline in Merrick Co 25 Oct (D&JP). 

Sprague’s Pipit: The only reports were from a regular location, SCP, where 13 were 
found 8-10 Oct (EB,KP). The Fall 2004 report had a 3 Oct sighting 
incorrectly located in Lancaster Co; it was in Seward Co (LE). 

Bohemian Waxwing: None were reported; arrival is in Nov when it occurs. 

Cedar Waxwing: Routine reports. 

Tennessee Warbler: Only 5 were reported 26 Aug-15 Oct. 

Orange-crowned Warbler: Fewer than usual were reported 3 Sep-22 Oct. 

Nashville Warbler: A good count was 12 at Ponca SP 26 Aug (B&LP). Only 
about 20 were reported 26 Aug-15 Oct. 

Northern Parula: Routine reports. 

Yellow Warbler: Routine reports. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: None were reported; passage is mostly in Sep. 
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Magnolia Warbler: The only report was of one rather far to the west in Grant Co 
10 Sep (MB); this is only about the 11th fall record for the western half of 
the state. 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: None were reported; passage for this rare but regular 
statewide migrant is in Sep and early Oct. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: Of 10 birds at Oliver Res 18 Sep, 9 were Audubon’s and 
the other a Myrtle (SJD,WRS,KN). Best count was 56, all Myrtles, in 
Frontier Co 23 Oct (LR,RH). 

Black-throated Green Warbler: Compared to other less common Dendroica 
species, this one appeared in good numbers, with 4 reported; singles were 
at Bellevue 23 Aug (B&LP), Lincoln 13 Sep (LE), Bellevue 18 Sep 
(B&LP), and Otoe Co 22 Oct (L&CF). These dates are at the extremes of 
the migration period, 23 Aug the earliest ever and 22 Oct the 5th latest 
ever. 

Townsend’s Warbler: The two reports were as expected from the west: one at WSR 
5 Sep (HKH) and 2 at Oliver Res 18 Sep (SJD,WRS,KN). 

Blackburnian Warbler: Only 4 were reported: singles at ADF 7 and 26 Aug 
(L&CF, details), one at Bellevue 23 Aug (B&LP), and one in Lincoln 24 
Sep (LE). Although there are a few mid-Aug reports, the 7 Aug date is the 
earliest ever, possibly a failed breeder drifting southward early. 

Yellow-throated Warbler: The only report was of one in Bellevue 23 Aug (B&LP); 
this species leaves early in late summer, with only 9 records after Aug. 

Pine Warbler: One was carefully studied at Victoria Springs SRA, Custer Co, 6 
Sep (TJW). This is the 13th accepted fall report; it occurs statewide in fall. 

Bay-breasted Warbler: The two reports were from Lincoln, 24 Aug (LE) and 24 
Sep (LE). 

Blackpoll Warbler: Only a casual fall migrant, in contrast to its status in spring, 
there was only one report, in Custer Co 6 Sep (TJW). 

Black-and-white Warbler: Routine reports. 

American Redstart: A good count was the 9 at Ponca SP 20 Aug (BFH). 

Ovenbird: The 3rd-latest ever hit a window and stunned itself at Elkhom 23 Oct 
(DSt). 

Northern Waterthrush: The only report was of one at Ponca SP 24 Aug (B&LP); 
usually more are reported. 

Louisiana Waterthrush: None were reported; most depart in Aug. 

Kentucky Warbler: None were reported; most depart in Aug. 

Mourning Warbler: The 3 reports were of rather early singles at Ponca SP 24 and 
25 Aug (B&LP) and 2 males at FF 23 Sep (EB). 

MacGillivray’s Warbler: A good total of 8 was reported 5 Sep-2 Oct, including 3 
at WSR 5 Sep (HKH). Easterly was one at Fort Niobrara NWR, Cherry 
Co, 22 Sep (TJW); there are only 3 accepted records farther east. 

Common Yellowthroat: Singles at opposite ends of the state were rather late, both 
on 14 Oct, at Boyer Chute NWR, Washington Co (EB) and WSR (HKH). 

Hooded Warbler: This species has a habit of appearing far to the west in spring and 
fall; a female or immature at WSR 5 Sep (HKH) was the 3rd Panhandle 
report out of a total of 12 fall reports. 

Wilson’s Warbler: As usual in fall, this species was reported statewide with best 
counts from the west: “dozens” were at WSR 5 Sep (HKH) and 19 at 
Oliver Res 18 Sep (SJD,WRS,KN). 

Canada Warbler: Three were reported, all at the beginning of the migration period 
14-25 Aug; a male at FF 14 Aug (EB) was 2nd-earliest ever, and singles 
were in Lincoln 24 Aug (LE) and at Ponca SP 25 Aug (B&LP). 
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Yellow-breasted Chat: Becoming difficult to find in Knox Co in recent years, as in 
any part of the east, one was near Niobrara 20 Aug (MB). 

Summer Tanager: Routine reports. 

Scarlet Tanager: Routine reports. 

Western Tanager: Routine reports. 

Spotted Towhee: About on schedule, last in the west were several at WSR 20 Oct 
(HKH), and first in the southeast was one in Webster Co 7 Oct (PD). 

Eastern Towhee: Birds looking like this species, referred to as “phenotypic Eastern 
Towhees” (MB) were reported from GPD in the northeast (MB) to HCR in 
the south-central (B&LP). This approximates the western edge of the 
summer range. 

American Tree Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Chipping Sparrow: Single birds at feeders are typical of late fall lingerers, as was a 
basic adult at a Nebraska City feeder 18-20 Nov (L&CF, details). There are 
only 3 documented Nov records and one of wintering. 

Clay-colored Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Brewer’s Sparrow: The only report was of one at Sutherland Res, Lincoln Co, 19 
Aug (RE, details); this is east of the breeding range and was probably a 
migrant. There are very few records east of the breeding range in fall. 

Field Sparrow: One at ADF 6 Nov (L&CF, details) was tardy. 

Vesper Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Lark Sparrow: One at Smith L 14 Oct (SJ) was rather late for the location, as was 
another in Dixon Co 16 Oct (JJ). 

Lark Bunting: Routine reports. 

Savannah Sparrow: This species was reported in good numbers in the east; it was 
described as “abundant” (RE) and present in “gobs” (PD) in the e. RWB 
10-14 Oct. Moderate counts of 45 were reported in Furnas Co 18 Sep 
(LR,RH) and in Otoe Co 21 Oct (RE). 

Grasshopper Sparrow: Third-latest was one in Thayer Co 30 Oct (MB). 

Henslow’s Sparrow: The only reports were of singles at SCP 2 Oct (EB) and at 
Holmes L, Lincoln, 21 Oct (LE). There are few fall records; the 21 Oct date 
cited here is the 2nd-latest. 

Nelson’s Sharp-tailed Sparrow: The only report was of one at SCP 8 Oct (EB). 

Fox Sparrow: Good numbers were reported, all from Antelope Co eastward, as 
expected. Intriguing was a bird picked up in the observers’ Dodge Co yard 
7 Nov that was rather dark with plumage suggestive of the subspecies 
zaboria or altivagans or possibly schistacea (D&JP). The specimen is in 
the care of UNSM; hopefully a definitive identification will be 
forthcoming. Since the Type Specimen was collected in Nebraska, there 
have been no subsequent records of schistacea. 

Song Sparrow: A late nest was being built at FF 20 Aug (ARy); this may not be 
surprising in that this species may fledge as many as 4 broods each 
summer (Birds of North America). A good count was the 41 in Lancaster 
Co 21 Oct (LE). 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Swamp Sparrow: Rather early fall migrants were singles in Lincoln 23 Sep (LE) 
and at FF the same day (EB). Breeding is not known at either location. 

White-throated Sparrow: Earliest were 2 in Saline Co 25 Sep (LE), about on time. 

White-crowned Sparrow: One in Furnas Co 10 Sep (KD) was somewhat early. 

Harris’s Sparrow: An excellent count was 250 in Otoe Co 21 Oct (RE). An 
indication that this species does not remain for winter in Sioux Co was 
that 3 at WSR 29 Oct were described as “still here” (HKH). 
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Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: The only report was of 4 at a Scotts Bluff Co 
feeder 20 Oct (KD); this is a typical migration time. 

Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco: Earliest were 2 in Sioux Co 21 Sep (RG) and 
another at Merritt Res, Cherry Co, 22 Sep (TJW). Best count was a 
moderate 105 in Otoe Co 30 Nov (L&CF). 

Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco: Eight at a Sidney feeder 30 Sep (AS) were rather early; 
this form arrives later than Slate-colored. Uncommon in the east, a female 
was in a Lancaster Co yard 20 Nov (TP). Regular only in the west, a few 
“pink-sided” Oregons were reported from North Platte (TJW) and Scotts 
Bluff Co (KD). 

McCown’s Longspur: The only report was of several in a mixed flock of 60-70 
with Lapland Longspurs at WSR 1 Oct (HKH). 

Lapland Longspur: Second-earliest were several in a mixed flock with McCown’s 
Longspurs at WSR 1 Oct (HKH); there is an earlier report 25 Sep. On a 
more expected date were 20 as far south as Thayer Co 30 Oct (MB). A 
single flock in Seward Co 18 Nov contained about 1000 birds (RE). 

Chestnut-collared Longspur: The only report was of 23 at WSR 5 Sep (HKH); 
these were probably local breeders preparing for departure. 

Snow Bunting: Only two appeared in time for the Fall Report: singles at PL 28 
Oct (LE), rather early, and in York Co 25 Nov (TEL). 

Northern Cardinal: One at Smith L 14 Aug (SJ) was only the 3rd record for 
Sheridan Co, and one of very few in the northern Panhandle. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: Routine reports 

Black-headed Grosbeak: Routine reports. 

Blue Grosbeak: Two carrying food at Winters Creek L, Scotts Bluff Co, 13 Aug 
(KD) were a bit late for this species to be feeding young. 

Lazuli Bunting: Routine reports. 

Indigo Bunting: This fall saw 3 of the 5 latest records away from the Missouri 
Valley: an adult basic female in Furnas Co 9 Oct (LR,RH), a single 
individual in Gage Co 7 Oct (LE), and 2 in sw. Dixon Co 10 Oct (JJ); an 
immature was in the yard of the Dixon Co observer Dec-Jan 1998-99. The 
only other record in this category is 28 Oct 1976 in Howard Co. 

Dickcissel: Adults feeding young near Cambridge 14 Aug (LR,RH) and near Gibbon 
19 Aug (LR,RH) were a bit late for that stage of the breeding cycle. One in 
Adams Co 15 Oct (PD) was tardy. 

Bobolink: Routine reports. 

Red-winged Blackbird: Flocks of females and young birds form in fall, to be 
joined later by males; however, 3 Nov seemed a bit late for a flock of 50 
females near Lincoln (NP) to be unaccompanied by males (will refrain from 
the obvious cheap jokes here). 

Eastern Meadowlark: One singing in Colfax Co 21 Oct (MB) was a bit late; late 
dates away from the southeast are in late Oct. 

Western Meadowlark: Routine reports. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Routine reports. 

Rusty Blackbird: One in Deuel Co 18 Nov (RE) was rather late relative to the 15 
or so other Panhandle records. This species is rare in the west. The only 
other reports of this apparently-declining species were of one in Lancaster 
Co 19 Nov (LE) and 2 in Seward Co 26 Nov (LE). 

Brewer’s Blackbird: Rare eastward, 30 were in a mixed-species flock with red¬ 
wings and starlings in Gage Co 23 Oct (LE). 

Common Grackle: Best count was the “tens of thousands” at SCP 7 Sep (KP), 
rather early for such a tally. 
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Great-tailed Grackle: Routine reports. 

Brown-headed Cowbird: The 3000 in Lancaster Co 21 Oct (LE) was an excellent 
count, and one in Seward Co 26 Nov (LE) was rather late. Most depart by 
the end of Oct. 

Orchard Oriole: Routine reports. 

Baltimore Oriole: Routine reports. 

Bullock's Oriole: Routine reports. 

Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch: None were reported; arrival is in Nov. 

Purple Finch: Only 6 were reported, 5 from the east beginning 21 Oct (B&LP,JJ) 
and the other from Scotts Bluff Co 15 Nov (AK), where the species is 
uncommon. 

House Finch: Routine reports. 

Red Crossbill: Routine reports. 

Common Redpoll: None were reported; arrival, if it occurs, is in Nov. 

Pine Siskin: Routine reports. 

American Goldfinch: An adult was feeding a juvenile rather late on 9 Oct at FF 
(ARy). 

House Sparrow: Routine reports. 


FALL FIELD DAYS AT HARLAN COUNTY RESERVOIR 


The annual Fall Field Days were held on September 9-11, 2005, at the 4-H 
Camp near Alma. Field trip destinations included Harlan County Reservoir and 
various other points of interest in Furnas, Harlan, Franklin, Phelps, Kearney and 
Adams Counties. The total tally was 119 species, including Snowy Egret, Yellow- 
crowned Night-Heron, Mississippi Kite, Prairie Falcon and Olive-sided Flycatcher 

Fifty-four members and guests attended. On Friday the group heard from 
Dr. Josef Kren on the topic of obligate brood parasites, species that have lost the 
ability to construct nests and incubate eggs and instead lay eggs in the nests of other 
species, and non-obligate brood parasites, species that lay eggs both in their own 
nests in the nests of other members of their own species. 

On Saturday, Joel Jorgensen talked about his research on the importance of 
the Rainwater Basin as a stopover site during the migration of Buff-breasted 
Sandpipers. The world population of Buff-breasted Sandpipers is declining and is 
currently estimated at only 15,000, many of which use agricultural fields of the 
Rainwater Basin as they pass through Nebraska. 
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Harlan County Fall Field Days 
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SNOWY PLOVER NESTING AT LAKE MCCONAUGHY 
IN 2004 AND 2005 

Mark M. Peyton 

Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District 
4th and D Street 
Gothenburg, NE 69138 

Gabriel Wilson 

Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District 
199 Kingsley Drive 
Ogallala, NE 69153 


INTRODUCTION 

The Snowy Plover (Charadrius alexandrinus) is a small shore bird that upon casual 
observation resembles the Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus). The most obvious 
differences are in the dark beak and legs of the Snowy Plover in contrast to the 
orange bill with the black tip and orange legs of the Piping Plover. The two also 
have strikingly different calls (pers. obs.). In Nebraska the Piping Plover can be 
found along the Missouri, Platte, Niobrara, Loup and Elkhom Rivers and the 
sandpits associated with those rivers (Haig and Plissner 1993). Piping Plovers are 
also common along the shore of Lake McConaughy (Peyton 2004). The Snowy 
Plover, in contrast, has been recorded from only a few locations in Nebraska, and the 
only reported areas for successful breeding within the state are Harlan County 
Reservoir (Silcock 2004) and Lake McConaughy, where breeding has been 
documented since 2000 (Silcock 2000, 2001b, and 2003). 

In Nebraska the Snowy Plover was listed as Casual until the designation was 
changed to Regular in 2003 (NOU Records Committee 2004). This change is 
reflective of the increase in sightings reported in The Nebraska Bird Review and the 
documentation of nesting within the state. 

The first report of nesting Snowy Plovers in Nebraska was in 1998 from the 
Missouri River near Santee, Nebraska (Silcock 2001a). This nest was apparently 
lost. The second and third reports for the state, and the first reports of successful 
nesting, were of adults with young at Lake McConaughy in 2000 and 2001 (Silcock 
2001b). 

Adult birds were sighted at Lake McConaughy in 2002, but it wasn’t until June 
2003 that a Snowy Plover nest with eggs was located at Lake McConaughy 
(Silcock 2003a). Later that summer three additional broods were located, two of 
which eventually fledged chicks (Silcock 2003b). Thus, between 2000 and 2003, 
there was one nest with eggs and four broods of Snowy Plovers documented at Lake 
McConaughy. 

Starting in 2004, the Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District (Central) 
added the monitoring of nesting Snowy Plovers at Lake McConaughy to its annual 
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Piping Plover monitoring plan. Presented here are the nesting data for Snowy 
Plovers at Lake McConaughy in 2004 and 2005. 


METHODS 

To locate Snowy Plover nests, Central personnel conducted 15 weekly surveys of the 
entire shoreline of Lake McConaughy from late April through mid-August in both 
2004 and 2005. Surveys were conducted between 8:00 AM and 5:00 PM local time. 

Once a nest was found, its location was recorded using a handheld GPS unit. To 
minimize human-related nest loss, a protective fence was constructed around each 
nest area. The fences consisted of four posts arranged approximately 5-7 meters apart 
in a diamond shape with two strands of bright orange string surrounding an area of 
approximately 25-35 m 2 . Because of the close resemblance of Snowy Plovers to 
Piping Plovers and because Piping Plovers were also nesting in the area, one of the 
same signs used to warn people to keep out of the nesting areas for Piping Plovers 
was placed on one post of each Snowy Plover fence and reflectors were placed on the 
other posts. 

The nests were then monitored a minimum of twice weekly until nest activity 
ceased, either by hatching or nest failure. Broods, which tended to stay within the 
same general area, were located twice weekly and the fate of the chicks was 
documented (e.g., chicks lost or fledged). We defined fledging as either the 
observation of a flying chick or one 25 - 30 days old. Nest success was defined as 
the percentage of nests that successfully hatched at least one chick. Fledge success 
was defined as the percentage of chicks that reached fledging, and the ratio of fledged 
chicks to the maximum number of paired adults was also calculated. 


RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The earliest sightings of a Snowy Plover at Lake McConaughy by Central personnel 
were 28 May and 24 May for 2004 and 2005, respectively. The first nest located in 
2004 was on 6 June and in 2005 on 24 May. The first fledged chick was observed 
on 15 July in 2004 and on 20 July in 2005. 

Two nests with three eggs each were located by Central personnel in 2004. Stephen 
J. Dinsmore also reported finding two nests, one on 12 May and the other on 19 
June in the same general area (pers, comm.). Both nests located by Central were 
successful (i.e., hatched at least one chick). The fate of the nests located by 
Dinsmore are unknown. 

Seven additional broods were located in 2004 and 21 chicks were identified, of 
which 19 were known to have fledged for a 90% success rate and a 2.1 fledged 
chicks/adult pair ratio. 

In 2005 seven nests were located with a total of 19 eggs. Three of the nests were 
destroyed resulting in a 57% nest success. In addition, three broods not associated 
with the four successful nests were documented. Fourteen chicks were seen with a 
minimum of 13 fledging for a fledging success of 93% and a 1.3 fledged 
chicks/adult pair ratio. 
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Nine Snowy Plover nests and a total of 19 broods were monitored at Lake 
McConaughy during 2004 and 2005. Six of the nine nests successfully hatched at 
least one chick for a combined nest success of 67%. Thirty-five chicks were 
monitored, of which 32 fledged fora fledging success of 91% and a fledge ratio of 
1.7 fledged chicks/adult pair. 

Incubation for Snowy Plovers is approximately 26 days and fledging occurs 25-30 
days later (Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 2003). Thus 
fledging can be expected 50-55 days following the start of incubation. The first 
fledged chick in 2004 was observed on 15 July and in 2005 on 20 July, which 
suggests that Snowy Plovers begin nesting in mid-May at Lake McConaughy. 
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SUGGESTED AREAS FOR STUDY 


William F. Rapp, Jr. 
87 South Main Street 
Pittsford, NY 14534 


[Editor's Note: William F. Rapp, Jr,, served as editor of The Nebraska Bird Review from 
1948 to 1955. ANew Jersey native with a strong interest in birding and an educational 
background (Rutgers University and the University of Illinois) in entomology, geology 
and ecology. Bill came to Nebraska in 1947 to accept a teaching position at Doane 
College in Crete. He joined the NOU in 1948 and not only took on the editor's job almost 
immediately, but contributed many articles to the publication. In 1952, he left Doane for 
the Nebraska Department of Health, working there as a medical entomologist in the area of 
mosquito and tick control. Bill retired in 1985 and now lives in the Finger Lakes region 
of New York. His interest in birds continues, as does his research, most recently on 
spiders and terrestrial isopods.] 


After 100 years of organized ornithology we have a good picture of the bird 
fauna of Nebraska. Yes, we will still be able to add new species to the state list, but 
this will become more and more difficult. What problems are left for the amateur 
ornithologist to solve? Nebraska is a big state with many different ecological areas, 
few of which have been studied in detail. Only a few areas of the state have been 
well studied. Not only do we need data on what species occur, but how many. This 
type of study can be done by amateur ornithologists. In fact many of the 
outstanding field studies done in this country and Canada have been done by 
amateur ornithologists. 

What does such a study require? A good field study requires a desire to do 
a good job, good study design, good field notes, and time. By time, I mean that it 
can’t be done in a hurry. A good field study requires several years so that you can 
get data under various conditions. It is not necessary to spend every day in the field, 
but spending 12 to 20 days a year in the area will yield good data. 

I have selected four areas in which over the years I have done fieldwork on 
insects and ticks. However, these areas would be excellent for ornithological study. 
The data from such a study would be a major contribution to the ornithology of 
Nebraska. 


SOUTHEAST RICHARDSON COUNTY 

This area is in the extreme southeastern part of the state. The area is south 
of the Big Nemaha River, west of the Missouri River, and north of the Kansas- 
Nebraska state line. This is a very hilly area with a well-developed oak-hickoiy- 
walnut woodland. For many years this area was heavily timbered, especially during 
the steamboat era. Today it is good second growth woodland with a good 
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understory of shrubs and herbaceous plants. Very little timbering has been done in 
the last 60 to 70 years. Also in this area are some old field woodlands. There is a 
limited amount of farming, as most of the area is too hilly for modern-day 
agriculture. From the historical point of view this area was settled early in the 
Nebraska Territorial period. This area has a low population density, although more 
and more people are building summer homes here now. The area is easy to reach 
from Omaha and Lincoln. From Rulo there is a good road leading to the area and a 
number of dirt roads and trails leading into the woodland. A topographic map of the 
area is available. 

What is there for the ornithologist? In the spring it is a stopover for 
warblers. The late William Youngworth told me that he believed that it might be a 
resting area during the spring hawk migration. We could also expand our knowledge 
of the birds which may breed in this area, such as Cerulean Warbler, Kentucky 
Warbler and Scarlet Tanager. I believe that a good study of this area would yield 
some interesting ornithological data. 


BIG BLUE VALLEY 
BARNESTON TO SEWARD 

Over the years major ecological changes have taken place in the Big Blue 
River Valley. This narrow river valley with its well-developed flood plain woodland 
is an ecological island in the tall grass prairie. It has been said that at one time the 
Big Blue River had more hydroelectric plants than any other river system in the 
United States. Starting in 1910 a series of 10 hydroelectric plants was constructed 
between Bameston and Seward. By the 1960s all were gone. (See Rapp & Beranek, 
1984, pp. 77-83 for locations.) At many of the plants, the dams resulted in large 
ponds which attracted large numbers of waterfowl. 

In the late 1940s and early 1950s when I was teaching ornithology at Doane 
College, field trips to Casteel’s Dam north of Crete offered a wide variety of ducks, 
and one morning a large flock of American White Pelicans. Another morning we 
saw a large flock of Yellow-headed Blackbirds in the cattail marsh. Today all of the 
dams are gone or have been bypassed except the one at Bameston where there still is 
a hydroelectric plant. Today the Big Blue River is a slow-moving, silt-laden 
stream, and there are many floodplain woodlands with a good understory of shrubs 
and herbaceous plants between Bameston and Seward. In some areas there are old- 
field woodlands. This narrow river valley has over the years developed an 
interesting bird fauna and supports a number of species not found in the tall grass 
prairies. A detailed study of this area would yield good data on the importance to 
bird populations of river valleys in grassland areas. 


NORTHERN SIOUX COUNTY 
OGLALA NATIONAL GRASSLAND 

Approximately 16 miles north of Harrison is a large short grass prairie 
region of the Oglala National Grassland. This is ranching country with a very low 
population. There are many small streams, most of which dry up in the summer. 
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The area has seldom been visited by bird students. Being in the short grass prairie 
biome, it does not support many species, and bird populations are thought to be 
low. However, in this area one might find western species; the flora is similar to 
what one finds in eastern Wyoming. Unfortunately this area is very isolated and 
roads are not the best. A good study of this area could yield important data on the 
bird populations in the short grass prairie. 


DUNDY COUNTY 

Dundy County, located in the southwestern part of the state, is an ecotone between 
the high plains and the short grass prairie. Benkelman is the county seat, with an 
estimated 2003 population of 962. The county is a semi-dry area of large wheat 
farms and ranches. 

The Republican River flows west to east across the southern part of the county. 
Prior to 1950 this was an uncontrolled river with large sandy flood plains. Today it 
is controlled and its sandbars are becoming overgrown with sandbar willow and 
more permanent trees. In a normal year the river discharge varies greatly, with the 
major discharge in the spring. During the summer the flow is very low because 
most of the water is diverted for irrigation. 

For the ornithologist, the Republican River valley is the most interesting area in 
Dundy County. Several questions need to be answered: What type of bird 
population does the Republican support, both in winter and summer? Is this an area 
where some species stop over during spring or fall migration? If so, can we add to 
our understanding of its use by 'Western' migrants? Does the area support a breeding 
population, and if so, of what species and how large? 

If one looks at a topographic map of the Republican River valley, one will see that 
there are many small creeks which flow into the river. There are many wooden 
bridges which should be examined for nesting phoebes. The area north of the 
Republican valley is mostly agricultural and does not support a high bird 
population. However, this area should be investigated to create a record of species 
and populations. 
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Common x Hooded Merganser 35 
Goldfinch, American 15, 42, 67, 90, 113, 
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136, 151 

Ross's 5, 34, 49, 136 
Snow 3, 5, 34, 49, 97, 136, 151 
"Blue" 5 

Goshawk, Northern 8, 30, 37, 139 
Grackle, 

Common 14, 42, 66, 90, 112, 119, 149, 
153 

Great-tailed 14, 42, 66, 90, 112, 113, 
123, 150 

Grand Island CBC 31-42 
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164 


The Nebraska Birfl Review 


Vol, 73 No. 4 


Grebe, 

Clark’s 7. 36, 51, 98, 138 
Eared 16, 51, 87, 98, 138 
Homed 7. 36, 51, 138 
Pied-billed 7, 36, 51, 87, 94, 98, 119, 
138, 151 

Western 7, 36, 51, 87, 98, 134, 138 
Green, Ruth 5,49,83,96 
Greer, Janet 32 
Grenon, 

Alan 47, 83 
Betty 4,32,47,86 
Griffaw, Steve 49 
Grosbeak, 

Black-headed 19, 65, 90, 112, 123, 149 
Blue 65, 90, 112, 123, 149, 153 
Evening 15, 67 
Pine 3, 14, 31, 42, 82 
Rose-breasted 65, 90, 112, 123, 149 
Grouse, Sharp-tailed 3, 7, 30, 36, 50-51, 
87, 98, 138 

Gubanyi, Joe 4, 31, 48, 83, 84, 136 
Guie, Juan Sio 32 
Guinn, Dianne 48 
Gull, 

Bonaparte's 9, 56, 88, 141 
California 9, 30, 38, 56, 104, 141 
Franklin's 9, 30, 37, 56, 88, 104, 141, 
152 

Glaucous 9, 30, 38, 56, 141 
Great Black-backed 3, 9, 30, 38, 81, 

141 

Herring 9, 30, 38, 56, 104, 141 
Iceland 3, 9, 30, 38, 79, 80 
Laughing 104 

Lesser Black-backed 9, 56, 104, 141 
Little 46, 56, 80, 86, 88, 104, 141 
Mew 79, 80 

Ring-billed 9, 30, 37, 56, 88, 104, 141, 
152 

Sabine’s 141 

Thayer’s 9, 30, 38, 56, 141 

Hack, Mace 32,48 
Hackett, Joan 136 
Haig, Susan M. 156 
Hall, 

Carolyn 48, 135 
John 48 
Hamel, P. B. 130 
Hanily, G. K. 4 
Harbison, Gerard 4, 136 
Harding, Robin 5, 32, 49, 80, 83, 96, 119, 
136 

Harrier, Northern 8, 36, 52, 87, 100, 139, 
151 


Hartman, Cody 32 
Hatfield, Blake 32 
Hawk, 

Broad-winged 52, 87, 100, 139 
Cooper’s 8, 36, 52, 87, 100, 120, 139, 
151 

Ferruginous 8, 37, 53, 57, 100, 114, 
139 

Red-shouldered 8, 52, 100, 139 
Red-tailed 8, 16, 37, 52, 87, 100, 119, 
139, 151 

Rough-legged 8, 37, 53, 139 
Sharp-shinned 8, 36, 52, 87, 139, 151 
Swainson’s 16, 52, 87, 100, 119, 139, 

151 

Heckman, Alice 47 
Heidt, Dave 4, 32, 86, 135 
Held, Renae 31 
Helsinger, M. J. 118 
Heron, 

Great Blue 8, 16, 36, 51, 87, 99, 119, 
138, 151 

Green 52, 87, 99, 138, 151 
Little Blue 52, 99, 138 
Herrell, Charlotte 32 
Herzinger, 

Morel le 83 
Sandy 83 
Hewitt, G. M. 28 
Hines, J. E. 130 
Hoge, 

Glen 4, 48, 96 
Wanda 4, 48, 96 
Householder, 

Jane 83 
Jerry 83 

Hughes, Heidi 48 

Hughson, Helen K. 4, 32, 48, 96, 136 
Hummingbird, 

Broad-tailed 106, 143 
Calliope 106, 143 

Ruby-throated 57, 94, 106, 143, 152 
Rufous 106, 143 
species 88 

Humpert, Mark 31, 130 
Huntley, C. W. (Bill) 4, 32, 135 
Huser, Bill 4, 32, 47, 96, 124-130, 135 

Ibis, 

Glossy 46, 52, 79, 138 
White-faced 52, 87, 99, 138, 151 
Iliff, Marshall 83 
Imbeau, L. 70 

Jacobsen, Tony 32 
Jaeger, Pomarine 141 
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Jay, 

Blue 11,39,59,89,108,144,152 
Pinyon 11,59,108,144 
Jenniges, Jim 28, 71-77 
Jensen, Todd 32 

Johnsgard, Paul 5, 20-25, 28, 32, 48 
Johnson, 

Jan 4, 48, 96, 136 
Michelle 32 
W.C. 28 
Jones, 

Mike 32 

Stephen 16, 49, 97, 136 
Jorgensen, Joel G. 4, 22, 28, 48, 55, 70, 
83, 84, 96, 115-117, 124-130, 136, 150 
Junco, 

Dark-eyed 13,41,65 
Oregon 13,65,149 
Oregon x Slate-colored 13 
Pink-sided 13, 65 
Slate-colored 13, 65, 149 
White-winged 13, 19, 65, 111, 149 
Junco hyemalis cismontanus 13 

Kansas CBCs 31 
Keim, Derrick 119 

Kenitz, Alice 4, 32, 47, 86, 96, 119, 135 
Kerns, Courtney 96, 119 
Kestrel, American 8, 17, 37, 53, 87, 100, 
114, 119, 139, 151 
Keyser, P. D. 130 

Killdeer 9, 37, 53, 87, 101, 140, 151 
Kim, Daniel 48, 67-70, 96, 119, 123 
Kincanon, Gene 32 
Kingbird, 

Cassin’s 18, 58, 107, 144 
Eastern 18, 59, 88, 107, 144, 152 
Western 18, 58, 88, 107, 119, 134, 144, 
152 

Kingery, H. E. 22 

Kingfisher, Belted 10, 38, 57, 88, 106, 
143, 152 
Kinglet, 

Golden-crowned 12, 40, 61, 145 
Ruby-crowned 12, 40, 61, 89, 146, 153 
Kirsch, E. M, 77 
Kite, 

Mississippi 46, 52, 99, 139, 150, 151 
White-tailed 46, 52 
Kittiwake, Black-legged 84 
Klaphake, 

Bette 32 

Clem 4, 16, 32, 48, 96, 135 
Klug, Page 96 
Knot, Red 46, 55, 140 
Knott, Tim 32 
Koehlmoos, Lyla 32 


Kondrashev, Peter 5, 32, 48 
Kovanda, 

Jim 32 
Sandy 32 

Kren, Josef 28, 32, 150 
Kruse, 

Ann 32 
Ron 32 

Kuper, Catherine 32 
Kusak, Ray 32 

Eabedz, Thomas 5, 31, 32, 49, 119, 136 
LaGrange, Ted 21,22,25,31 
Lake McConaughy CBC 31-42, 69 
Lamphere, Steve 32 

Lark, Homed 11, 16, 39, 59, 89, 108, 121, 
145, 152 

Larus californicus albertaensis 56 
Lassek, Terry 32 
Lawson, M. P. 20, 22 
Lehman, Paul 48, 83 
Lehner, Urban 49, 86 
Leukering, Tony 136 
Lima, Andre 119 
Limnodromus griseus 
griseus 55 
hendersoni 55, 103 
Lincoln CBC 31-42,69 
Linger, Helen Cortelyou 29 
Lingle, Gary 83, 96 
Longspur, 

Chestnut-collared 65, 111, 149 
Lapland 13, 41, 65, 149 
McCown’s 65, 111, 122, 149 
Smith’s 65 
Loon, 

Common 7, 36, 51, 98, 138 
Red-throated 81 

Maas, 

Don 32,96 
Shirley 32 
Magee, Lynne 32 

Magpie, Black-billed 11, 18, 39, 59, 108, 
144 

Mallard 6, 34, 50, 86, 97, 119, 137, 151 
Mallard x Northern Shoveler 35 
Mallard x Northern Pintail 35 
Maly, George 32 
Marks, J. S. 70 

Martin, Purple 5, 108, 145, 152 
Mathewson, H. A. 123 
Mattix, Sue 32, 49 
McCarrahar, M. S. 21,22 
McCartney, Connie 4, 32 
McDaniel, Leonard 119 
McFadden, Erin 48, 96 
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McKinney, 

Brad 32 
Connie 32 
Meadowlark, 

Eastern 14, 66, 90, 112, 149 
species 41 

Western 14, 41, 66, 90, 112, 149, 153 
Merganser, 

Common 7, 30, 35, 50, 86, 98, 137 
Hooded 7, 35, 46, 50, 86, 98, 137 
Hooded x Common Goldeneye 35 
Red-breasted 7, 30, 35, 50, 137 
Merlin 8, 37, 53, 87, 139, 151 
Meyer, 

Jeff 48 
Jim 32 

Michelson, Christian 32 
Mills, David 32 

Mockingbird, Northern 40, 61, 94, 109, 
146 

Mollhoff, Wayne 15, 16, 49, 84, 86, 97, 
113-114, 119-123, 130 
Monroe Canyon 11 
Moore, W. S. 28 
Moorhen, Common 100 
Morgan, Nick 28 
Morris, Steve 32 
Mulliken, 

Elizabeth 48 
Jerry 48 
Murcia, Dave 32 
Myers, Paul 48, 83 

National Audubon Society 70 
Nature Conservancy 22 
NEBirds 137 

Nebraska Breeding Bird Atlas 114 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
22, 28, 114, 124, 129 
Nebraska Nest Report 119-123 
Nebraska Natural Heritage Project 21, 

114, 126 

Nebraska Natural Legacy Plan 124 
Nebraska Public Power District 28, 71-72 
Nebraska State Wildlife Grant Program 
129 

Neild, R. E. 22 
Nichols, Jeff 16 

Nighthawk, Common 57, 88, 105, 142, 
152 

Night-Heron, 

Black-crowned 52, 99, 138 
Yellow-crowned 81, 99, 138, 150, 151 
Niyo, Kay 32, 136 


Noecker, 

Colleen 4, 31, 48, 96, 119 
Don 4, 31, 48, 96 
Nordsiden, Linn 32 
Norfolk CBC 31-42 
Notcman, Rosalie 32 
NOU Records Committee 78-84, 156 
Nutcracker, Clark’s 3, 11, 46, 59, 81, 108, 
121, 144 
Nuthatch, 

Pygmy 3, 11, 18, 40, 60, 108, 122, 145 
Red-breasted 3, 11, 31, 39, 60, 89, 108, 
145 

White-breasted 11, 40, 60, 89, 108, 

122, 145, 153 

Oldenettel, Jerry 83 
Ollinger, Linda 5, 48, 136 
Omaha CBC 32-42,69 
Oriole, 

Baltimore 66, 90, 113, 150, 153 
Baltimore x Bullock's 113 
Bullock's 19,66,113,150 
Orchard 16, 66, 90, 113, 119, 150 
Scott’s 82 
Orsag, Mark 32 

Osprey 3, 8, 36, 52, 87, 99, 139, 151 

Ovenbird 63, 89, 110, 147 

Owl, 

Barn 46, 57, 105, 120, 134, 142 
Barred 10, 38, 57, 105, 142 
Burrowing 17, 57, 65, 88, 105, 142 
Eastern Screech- 10, 38, 57, 68, 105, 
142 

Great Homed 10, 38, 57, 88, 105, 119, 
142. 152 

Long-eared 10, 38, 57, 105, 121, 142 
Northern Saw-whet 10, 57, 67-70, 121 
Short-eared 10, 38, 57, 105, 142, 152 
Snowy 10, 84 

Padelford, 

Babs 4, 32, 47, 83, 96, 128, 135 
Loren 4, 32, 47, 83, 86, 96, 128, 135 
Paine, Elaine 83 
Parde, Michele 32 
Partridge, Gray 7, 30, 50, 98, 137 
Parula, Northern 62, 109, 126, 146 
Paseka, 

Don 4, 32, 48, 96, 119, 135 
Janis 4, 32, 48, 86, 96, 119, 135 
Passerella iliaca 
altivagans 148 
schistacea 148 
zaboria 148 
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Pekas, Jerry 32 
Pelican, 

American White 7, 36, 51, 87, 99, 119, 
138, 151, 158 
Brown 81 

Pester, Theresa 5, 136 
Peterson, Richard 123 
Peyton, Mark 28, 71-77, 154-156 
Phalarope, 

Red 141 

Red-necked 56, 88, 104, 141 
Wilson's 56, 88, 103, 141 
Pheasant, Ring-necked 7, 35, 50, 86, 87, 
98, 138, 151 
Phoebe, 

Eastern 17, 58, 88, 107, 134, 144, 152 
Say’s 17, 19, 58, 107, 119, 134, 144, 
152 

Pigeon, Rock 9, 38, 56, 88, 104, 119, 142, 
152 

Pine Ridge 11 

Pintail, Northern 6, 34, 50, 86, 97, 137, 
151 

Northern Pintail x Mallard 35 
Pipelow, Nathan 5 
Pipit, 

American 62, 146 
Sprague’s 62, 146 
Platte River Endangered Species 
Partership 71-77 
Plegadis sp, 138, 151 
Plissner, Jonathan H. 156 
Plover, 

American Golden- 53, 87, 100, 140, 

151 

Black-bellied 53, 100, 140 
Mountain 54, 94, 101 
Pacific Golden- 140 
Piping 53, 71-77, 101, 114, 120, 140, 
154-155 

Semipalmated 53, 87, 101, 140 
Snowy 53, 101, 140, 154-156 
Poague, Kevin 31, 32, 86, 96, 136 
Ponca CBC 32-42 
Poor-will, Common 57, 105, 142 
Prairie-Chicken, Greater 7, 36, 46, 50, 51, 
87, 94, 98, 111, 138, 151 
Pritchard, Mary Lou 86 
Probst, Jerry 32 
Pruess, Neva 48, 83, 136 
Putensen, Kathy 32 
Pyle, Peter 28, 70, 123 

Rail, Virginia 8, 37, 53, 86, 87, 100, 140 
Randolph, Lanny 5, 32, 48, 80, 83, 96, 

119, 136 


Rapid City, South Dakota CBC 31 
Rapp, William F. 157-159 
Rasmussen, Dick 32 
Ratzlaff, Neal 5, 32, 48, 85, 96 
Raven, 

Chihuahuan 59 
Common 59, 145 
Redhead 6, 34, 50, 86, 97, 137 
Redpoll, 

Common 15, 66, 150 
Hoary 3 

Redstart, American 63, 89, 110, 122, 126, 
147, 153 
Rehme, Sarah 31 
Reitan, Ken 32 

Reyer, Allen 16, 32, 47, 96, 119, 135 
Rhodes, 

Dick 32 
Ramona 32 
Rich, T. D. (et al.) 130 
Richter, Jean 32 
Ridgway, Robert 123 
Rieke, 

Bemie 32 
Carolyn 32 

Roadrunner, Greater 82 
Roberson, J. A. 123 

Robin, American 12, 16, 40, 89, 109, 122, 
146, 153 

Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory 94 

Roisen, Paul 32 

Rolfsmeier, S. 20-22 

Rogers, Tommie 5, 32, 49 

Rosy-Finch, Gray-crowned 14, 66, 79, 150 

Ruff 46, 55 

Rumery, Alice 47, 96 

Rustay, Christopher 135 

Sanderling 55, 88, 102, 140 
Sandpiper, 

Baird's 55, 103, 140, 152 
Buff-breasted 46, 55, 103, 141, 150 
Least 3, 9, 55, 88, 103, 140, 152 
Pectoral 55, 103, 141 
Semipalmated 55, 81, 88, 102-103, 

140, 152 

Solitary 54, 87, 102, 140, 151 
Spotted 54, 79, 87, 102, 140, 152 
Stilt 55, 88. 103, 141, 152 
Upland 54, 88, 102, 140 
Western 55, 103, 140 
White-rumped 55, 88, 103 
Sapsucker, 

Red-naped 143 
Yellow-bellied 10, 39, 57, 143 
Sauer, J. R. 130 
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Scaup, 

Greater 6, 30, 35, 50, 94, 98, 137 
Lesser 6, 35, 50, 86, 98, 137 
Scharf, William C. 26-28 
Schneider, R. 130 
Schmid, Rick 32 
Schmoker, 

Bill 4 
Jim 4 

Scholar, Eric 32 
Schwertner, T. W. 123 
Schwery, Kathy 32 
Scoter, 

Black 137 
Surf 137 

White-winged 6, 30, 35, 137 
Scottsbluff CBC 31-42 
Scoville, Vicki 32 
Searcy, Roland 32 

Sharpe, Roger 21, 22, 28, 70, 118, 130 
Shenandoah, Iowa CBC 31 
Short, L. L. 130 

Shoveler, Northern 6, 34, 50, 86, 94, 97, 
137 

Northern Shoveler x Mallard 35 
Shrike, 

Loggerhead 3, 10, 39, 59, 89, 107, 121, 
144, 152 

Northern 10, 39, 59, 144 
Sibley, C. G. 28 
Sidle, J.G. 77 

Siegfried, Reuben 5, 32, 136 
Siem, Helen 32 

Silcock, W. Ross 3, 5, 22, 28, 32, 46, 49, 
70, 83, 94, 97, 117, 118, 130, 134, 136, 
156 

Sioux City, Iowa CBC 31 
Siskin, Pine 15, 42, 46, 67, 90, 113, 150 
Silt a carolinensis 
cookei 11, 108 
nelsoni 11 
Skaggs, Kent 48, 96 
Skimmer, Black 142 
Skipper, Ben 119 
Small, M. 123 
Smith, 

Patricia 32 
Rod 11 

Snipe, Wilson’s 9, 37, 56, 88, 103, 141, 
152 

Solitaire, Townsend’s 12, 31, 40, 61, 146 

Sonderman, Carolyn 4 

Sora 53, 87, 100, 140 

South Dakota CBCs 31 

Sowbelly Canyon 11 


Sparrow, 

American Tree 13, 41, 64, 148 
Brewer’s 64, 111, 148 
Cassin’s 15, 64, 111 
Chipping 19, 64, 90, 111, 148, 153 
Clay-colored 64, 90, 148, 153 
Field 64, 90, 111, 148, 153 
Fox 64, 90, 148 

Grasshopper 64, 90, 111, 122, 134, 

148, 153 

Harris's 3, 13, 31, 41, 65, 90, 148 
Henslow's 94, 111, 122, 134, 148 
House 15, 42, 67, 90, 113, 150, 153 
Lark 19, 64, 90, 111, 122, 148, 153 
Le Conte's 64 
Lincoln's 64, 90, 148 
Nelson’s Sharp-tailed 64, 148 
Savannah 13,64,82,111,148 
Song 13, 41, 64, 90, 111, 148, 153 
Swamp 64,90, 111, 148 
Vesper 64, 90, 111, 148, 153 
White-crowned 13, 31, 41, 65, 90, 111, 
148, 153 

White-throated 13, 31, 41, 64, 90, 148 
Spring Lake Park 11 
Stage, Dave 48, 96, 117, 119, 135 
Starling, European 13, 22, 31, 40, 62, 89, 
109, 146, 153 
State Capitol 8 
Stehn, Tom 49 
Steinbeck, Mary 31 
Steinauer, G. 20-22,130 
Sterkel, Audrey 47, 135 
Stilt, Black-necked 46, 54, 94, 101, 102, 
115-117, 140 
Stoiber, Greg 32, 48 
Stokes, 

D. 70 
L. 70 

Stoner, K. 130 

Strong, Jon 4, 48, 96, 117, 136 
Stutheit, Randy 31 
Sullivan, Susan 119 
Swallow, 

Bank 17, 18, 60, 89, 108, 121, 145, 153 
Bam 60, 89, 108, 122, 145, 153 
Cliff 60, 89, 108, 145, 153 
Northern Rough-winged 16, 60, 89, 

108, 145, 153 

Tree 18, 60, 89, 108, 121, 145, 152 
Violet-green 17, 18, 60, 108, 121, 145 
Swan, 

Trumpeter 6, 34, 49-50, 97, 119, 137 
Tundra 137 
Swanson, Phil 49, 96 
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Swenk, M. H. 130 
Swift, 

Chimney 57, 88, 106, 143, 152 
White-throated 17, 18, 57, 106, 134, 
143 

Tanager, 

Scarlet 63, 110, 148, 159 
Summer 63, 110, 148 
Western 63, 110, 114, 148 
Taylor, Scott 86, 136 
Teal, 

Blue-winged 50, 86, 97, 137, 151 
Cinnamon 50, 97, 137 
Green-winged 6, 34, 50, 86, 97, 137, 
151 

Tebbel, Barb 135 
Tern, 

Black 56, 88, 104, 142, 152 
Caspian 56, 86, 88, 104, 142 
Common 56, 88, 104, 142 
Forster's 56, 88, 104, 142, 152 
Least 56, 71-77, 88, 104, 114, 142 
Thody, Chris 48, 96 
Thomas, Edna Claire 48 
Thrasher, 

Brown 3, 12, 40, 61, 89, 109, 146, 153 
Curve-billed 46, 61, 109, 146 
Sage 109, 146 
Throop, Vem 32 
Thrush, 

Gray-cheeked 61 
Hermit 12, 40, 61, 146 
Swainson's 19, 61, 89, 109, 122, 146 
Varied 146 
Wood 61, 109, 146 
Timm, Paul 32 

Titmouse, Tufted 11, 39, 60, 108, 145 
Toll, Jerry 4, 32, 48, 83, 96 
Tomback, Diana F. 121 
Towhee, 

Canyon 110 

Eastern 26-28, 63, 64, 110, 148, 153 
hybrid 110 
species 90 

Spotted 13, 19, 27-28, 41, 46, 63-64, 
90, 110, 148 

Troglodytes troglodytes salebrosus 145 
Turkey, Wild 7, 16, 30, 36, 51, 87, 98, 
119, 138, 151 

Turnstone, Ruddy 46, 54, 102, 140 
Tweedy, Ken 32 

U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 22, 129 
Uridil, Zee 5 


Urwiller, 

Mark 32, 96 
Zach 32 

Usasz, Moni 32, 48 
Uttecht, Jan 32 

Vance, Nora Mae 48 
Vannier, 

Joyce 32 
Lyle 32 

Veery 61, 109, 146 
Vireo, 

Bell's 59, 89, 107, 144 
Blue-headed 59, 134, 144 
Cassin's 144 
Philadelphia 59, 144 
Plumbeous 18, 59, 107, 144 
Red-eyed 59, 89, 107, 144, 152 
Warbling 59, 89, 107, 119, 144, 152 
White-eyed 46, 59 
Yellow-throated 59, 107, 144 
Volden, Eric 4,32,48 
Von Ehwegen, Jerry 32 
Vulture, Turkey 52, 87, 99, 139, 151 

Waggerman, G. L. 123 
Walgren, 

Bruce 4, 32, 96 
Donna 4, 32 
Walker, 

Parn 1 IQ 

T. J. 5,26,49,83,97, 119, 136 
Wallace, J. E. 130 
Warbler, 

Bay-breasted 62, 86, 89, 147 
Black-and-white 63, 89, 110, 147 
Blackburnian 46, 62, 147 
Blackpoll 62, 89, 147 
Black-throated Blue 147 
Black-throated Green 46, 62, 134, 147 
Blue-winged 62, 109 
Canada 63, 147 

Cerulean 62-63, 110, 124-130, 158 
Chestnut-sided 46, 62, 89, 110, 146 
Connecticut 46, 63 
Golden-winged 62 
Hooded 147 

Kentucky 63, 110, 126, 147, 158 
MacGillivray’s 63, 81, 147 
Magnolia 46, 62, 147 
Mourning 63, 110, 147 
Nashville 46, 62, 146 
Orange-crowned 62, 89, 146 
Palm 62 
Pine 147 
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Warbler, continued 
Prothonotary 63, 110 
Tennessee 62, 89, 109, 146 
Townsend's 147 
Virginia's 109 
Wilson's 63, 147, 153 
Worm-eating 79 
Yellow 19,62,89,110,119,146 
Yellow-rumped 13, 41, 89, 110, 147 
Audubon’s 19,62.110,147 
Myrtle 13, 62, 147 
Yellow-throated 62, 110, 147 
Waterthrush, 

Louisiana 63, 110, 126, 147 
Northern 63, 89, 110, 147 
Watts, B. D. 70 
Waxwing, 

Bohemian 3, 13, 31, 41, 62, 146 
Cedar 13, 19, 31, 41, 62, 89, 109, 146 
Weaver, J. 22,25 
Wells, Kelly 31 
West, D. A. 28 
Whalen, D. M. 70 
Wheeler, Raptors of Western North 
America 8 
Whimbrel 46, 54 
Whip-poor-will 57, 106, 142 
Whistling-Duck, Black-bellied 46, 81 
Wigeon, 

American 6, 30, 34, 50, 137 
Eurasian 50, 81 
Wildcat Hills 11 
Will,!. 118 
Willet 54, 87, 102, 140 
Williams, Pat 32 
Wilson, Gabe 101, 104, 154-156 
Wise, Audie 32 
Wolcott, R.H. 130 
Wolff, 

Duane 32 
Martin 32 

Wood, Gertrude 32, 48, 117 
Woodcock, American 56, 103, 141 
Woodmen Tower, Omaha 8 
Woodpecker, 

Downy 10, 17, 39, 57, 88, 106, 143, 
152 

Hairy 10, 39, 58, 88, 106, 143, 152 
Lewis’s 17, 80, 121 
Pileated 10, 17, 58, 106, 143 
Red-bellied 10, 39, 57, 88, 106, 119, 
143. 152 

Red-headed 10, 39, 57, 88, 106, 143, 
152 


Wood-Pewee, 

Eastern 58, 107, 143, 152 
Western 17, 58, 106, 119, 143, 152 
Wren, 

Carolina 11, 18, 40, 60-61, 108, 122, 
145 

House 61, 89, 109, 119, 145, 153 
Marsh 3, 12, 18. 40, 61, 89, 109, 145 
Rock 16, 60, 80, 108, 145 
Sedge 18, 61, 89, 109, 122, 145 
Winter 3, 12, 40, 61, 145 
Wright, Rick 49 
Wylie, Bonnie 32 

Yellowlegs, 

Greater 54, 87, 102, 140, 151 
Lesser 54, 87, 102, 140, 151 
Yellowthroat, Common 19, 63, 89, 110, 
147 

Yi, Chunhui 32 
Young, Ben 96 
Youngworth, W, 130 

Zarwell, Ric 49 
Zonotrichia 
leucophrys 
gambelii 65 
leucophrys 65 
species 31 
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